1980 The Year of the Family



With Love,

Isn’t the wisdom of our Church in-
credible! The 80’s have been declared
by our American Bishops as the De-
cade of the Family and the entire
world synod of Bishops have chosen
the theme of the Catholic Family in
Today’s Society as their exclusive
focus for their gathering in Rome in
1981.

This past week in our lives has help-
ed us prepare for this decade. Our
four little ones — Strong Mark, lively
Todd, gentle Chris and joyful Megan —
have been the source of great love for
so many. Often amid the endless
squabbles and the times they cannot
tolerate being around each other for
more than five minutes, we wonder if
our love for one another has had any
effect at all on the values our children
embrace. And just when we need it,
the Lord grants us some glimpses of
our children that shake with tender-
ness the very foundations of love with-
in us. To see the beauty and simplicity
of our children’s love as they soothe
the old lady who comes to our home
several times a week just to spend time
with us; they never tire of her stories
or her repetitious conversation. We
were inspired this week by the depth
and faithfulness of their love as they
celebrated the presence for a week in
our home of a magnificent childless
couple who have offered their love to
them the minute they laid eyes on
them several years ago.

The greatest hunger we are aware
of among the world of strangers we
we meet each day is the hunger to be-

long to someone. We have been grant-
ed such a gift in our family. Just two
days ago we took the kids roller skat-
ing in an outdoor area where many
people skate. It was cold and we were
the only ones there. A young man 26

or 27 years old approached us hesitant-
ly and said “May I skate with you and
the children, I need to be with a fam-
ily.” After an hour together we left and
Pete embraced each of us and asked
for prayers and assured us of his.
“God bless you,” he said “thank God
my mother taught me to love.”

Everywhere we turn we find people
who want to love us and be loved by
us. Our prayer during this Family Year
will be one of thanksgiving for the gifts
of love we have found in each other
and the fruit that love has borne in our
four children and for our two
Mothers, the one who lives with us
and the one we wish would. Also our
thanks must go to Fr. Bob. No one in
our life has called more from us as a
family. His personal and priestly love,
encouragement and often times his

from Tom, Jayne & Bob

difficult questions have called us —
parents and children alike — to live
and love more sensitively and joyfully.
We see the delight in his eyes when he
watches us together and we see the
anguish when we are distant. What a
beautiful sign he is to us of the admir-
ation and hope the entire church has
for us and how deep the Church’s
longing is for our sanctification.

And 1, Father Bob, realize more
than ever what a gift [ have been given
to live and love so closely with families,
parents and children. This past year
has emphasized to me how muchlcan
trust that the Lord will continually pro-
vide the relationships I need in my life
and I've been also powerfully aware of
how often I need to whisper words of
forgiveness and reconciliation to and
with those [ love most dearly.
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National News

Tom & Jayne McGuiness and Fr.
Bob Uzzilio spent four days in Wash-
ington, D.C. representing us, World-
wide Marriage Encounter, during the
visit of our Holy Father Pope John
Paul II. Tom, Jayne and Fr. Bob were
invited as the leaders of “the largest,
most powerful, promarriage move-
ment in the world” by President and
Mrs. Carter. They attended a recep-
tion at the White House in honor of
Pope John Paul Il and the Pope’s mass
in Washington. The excited trio could
hardly contain themselves as they de-
scribed the joy of receiving the invita-
tion from the White House, of attend-
ing a reception with both the Pope and
President, as they said, at the same
place and then being chosen to sit in
front section around the altar during
the mass.

Tom, Jayne and Fr. Bob were very
humble as they described the joy of
being asked to represent the entire
Worldwide Marriage Encounter family
at this special moment in our

Church’s and country’s history.
*kkkdk

Our executive team is as busy as
ever representing our family. In late
October, they attended a Family
Ministry Conference in Kansas City.
The conference was hosted by the
diocese of Kansas City. Tom, Jayne
and Fr. Bob gave an hour and a half
presentation on what Marriage En-
counter is doing and can do to ad-
vance the cause of Family Ministry.
Their only complaint was that they just
didn’t have enough time! They figure
that they could have spent at least a
whole day on the Weekend itself!

dekkhk

Denny & Helen Latrella, Saddle
4

Brook, New Jersey, have added a new
dimension to recruiting. Denny and
Helen have put together a 17-minute
slide presentation which replaces the
normal recruiting talk. They got the
idea for it from the success being ex-
perienced by Worldwide Marriage En-
counter with the media. The pre-
sentation begins with slides of a bride
and groom and continues through
grandparents followed by a shortened
information night presentation. All the
major points of the presentation are
covered by slides to put emphasis on
them. The Catholic weekend is pic-
tured as a Chalice, paten and host;
slides of various retreat houses and
motels show the facilities; slides of act-
ivities show the excuse of being too
busy; a blank envelope in a basket de-
picts the donation at the end of the
weekend. The presentation ends with
personal testimony of two couples.
The entire slide presentation is shown
while "We’ve Only Just Begun” is
played in the background. Denny &
Helen have used the slide presentation
in private homes, church halls and
after Sunday masses with donuts and
coffee. They say the response has
been great and they play to continue
to use their novel recruiting presen-
tation to bring couples the gift of our

weekend.
dkhkik

Last month a Miracle Task Force
Weekend was held in Ohio. It in-
cluded eight couples from each local
Encounter in the Unit. The couples
spent a weekend of brainstorming and
cross pollenization on the subject of re-
cruiting. They came up with hundreds
of novel and hopefully effective ideas

for the units.
kkhkik

The 1980 Worldwide Marriage En-
counter International Convention wil
be held in Los Angeles during the
weekend of August 8-10. The site will
be the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. Dick & Cindy Pardi and Fr.
Frank Del.aVega have agreed to co-
ordinate planning for what promises to

be our greatest convention yet!
*hkkkk

The first Presbyterian Encounter
Leadership Conference was held in
September. Twenty-eight clergy and
lay couples representing thirteen
states heard Tom, Jayne and Fr. Bob
give the opening address. Our Exe-
cutive Teams comment after the con-
ference was simply “They are growing

in wisdom, love and weekend.”
kkkkk

Phil & Susan Carrillo and Fr. Bot
Hemberger, Executive Team of
Wichita, Kansas, have come up with a
new weekend for their community.
It’s called a Community Deeper week:
end and the ones already held have
been occasions of grace for those at-
tending. Phil, Susan and Fr. Bob said
that the ripple effect from the weekend
has overflowed into the life of the en-

tire community.
khkwkk

District 1 held a leadership con-
ference in the Paterson Diocese in
New Jersey on November 16-18. The
weekend was organized by Frank &
Diana Tracey, Coordinators of the
Paterson Diocese. The entire week:
end was a great success. The talks
were highly motivational for the
couples, 90% of whom had never at-
tended a leadership conference be-
fore. Two special moments occured
during the weekend. First, “Don’t give
up, don’t give in, just keep on giving,”
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Bishop Frank Rodiner told the couples
and priests, Above all keep giving our
Church the gift of the Marriage En-
counter weekend.” Then, in the mid-
dle of the Saturday night rally, in
walked Fr. Chuck Gallagher, Tom &
Jayne McGuiness and Fr. Bob Uzzilio.
The four of them gave the rally the gift
of their love and insight and made it a
very special evening for all the couples

and priests.
hkkkk

Philadelphia held two special week-
ends recently. One was an all-black
inner city weekend. The other aspec-

jally presented weekend for the deaf.
dhkhk

The first weekend ever was held in
our nation’s capitol last month. It was
also an all-black weekend and was en-
thusiastically welcomed by the entire

community.
vk ke ke

Ohio has started a fantastic new
post Encounter program. It begins
with a four-week series of presen-
tations; 1) romance in our dialogue,
2) disillusionment in our dialogue,
3) hope for our dialogue, 4) how com-
munity has a stake in our dialogue.

These evenings are given by speci-
ally trained post Encounter pre-
senters. On the fifth week is the
couples’ Rookie Renewal. Later there
are opportunities for Enrichment
Days and Enrichment Weekends.

Tom & Agnes Walter, unit co-
ordinators for Ohio say the new pro-
gram has really brought and kept com-
munity alive and has consequently sti-

mulated recruiting.
khkkkhk
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The Media Apostolate couples and
priests are really changing the world.
Love spots have appeared on the
Tonight show and during the fifth
game of the World Series. The Media
Apostolate people have also been con-
tacting our bishops to discuss World-
wide Marriage Encounter values and
the work of the Media Apostolate.
The bishops were impressed enough
to make Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter a subject of their November
meeting.

The Media Apostolate is now being
expanded to include support material
for our O&A programs. These will be
available for every school teacher,
CCD teacher and parish priest. They
are also preparing a series of TV pro-
grams to speak our Catholic values.

fehkk ki

Never resting, Tom & Jayne
McGuiness and Fr. Bob Uzzilio gave a
series of presentations on Evange-
lization to 5000 Catholics of the Los
Angeles Archdiocese in early October.
They also: met with Fr. Andrew
Greeley who is one of the world’s best-
known critics of Catholic life. The
meeting was to follow up the recent
article Fr. Greeley wrote on Marriage
Encounter. Accordingto Tom, Jayne
& Fr. Bob, Fr. Greeley’s testimony to
the goodness and potential of the En-

counter was overwhelming.
kkkkk

The Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter National Board Meeting held in
Chicago in September was a tre-
mendous experience of Church. The
District Coordinators and the Spanish
Coordinating Team showed the depth
of their love and commitment to ser-
ving us, the Church. Their love
poured out in all they said and did.

Gus & Lynn Pignataro

During the meeting, Tom, Jayne
and Fr. Bob were unamiously re-
elected as Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Executive Team for another
year. They and the entire Board need
and deserve the daily prayers of us all.

The Board meeting was filled with
mixed emotions. Recruitingis upin all
districts and in the Spanish speaking
encounter. That brought everyone
feelings of joy and renewed commit-
ment. But there was sadness too as
George and Judy Clark and Fr. Gale
White, District Four coordinating
team and Pat & Barbara Berrigan and
Fr. Mark Scheffler, District Three co-
ordinating team ended their term on
the National Board. For two years,
these special people have given their
all for our family. Wherever they go,
our Church is truly blessed in having
them as part of our family.

*kkkk

George & Judy Clark of Richard-
son, Texas didn’t waste any time
finding a new way to spend themselves
for our Church after their term as Dist-
rict Coordinators ended. They asked
their pastor, Fr. Smyth, what they
could do to help in their parish. He re-
sponded by asking them to become
Family Life Ministry Coordinators.
Naturally, they said, “ves.” To get
started, they did a survey of family
needs in the parish and with three
other couples gave a homily on family
concerns and hopes at all ten Sunday
masses.

Just as a suggestion of their initial
success, we learned that George &
Judy recruited 280 couples and their
pastor for a WWME weekend! And
that’s only the beginning, they are
bringing new life into their parish
family. We will be following George &
Judy’s story in future months.



International News

INDIA

The first Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekend ever given in
Hindi (the national language of India)
was held in Ranchi, India during the
weekend October 5-7. The team was
made up of all local couples; Marcel &
Josephine Hembron, Igrace &
Anastesia Lokra, Caesar Paul
Laetitia Kachlap, and Fr. Vincent
Topp, Sd. Elevéen couples, two priests
and eight ntins participated in ‘the
weekend. Fr. Pepé, who was an

observer, commented afterward that
“it was ¢ beautiful weekend. The seed
is planted; we have to keep it watered.
Surely, the Lord will makeit grow.”All
the banners, posters, name tags and
handouts were translated lnto Hindi

the millions of the India subcontine
* e ek K '

GUYANA

In 1976, Fr. Chuek Gallagher wrote
Coutts, SJ and invited
him to make a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekend. Fr. Mike thought
the request was a bit strange since he
was 3,000 miles from New York living
in Georgetown, Guyana. What was
even stranger was that he didn’t even
know Fr. Chuck! In the end, Fr. Mike
went on his weekend in Nassau, NY.
After that, his dream was to bring the
weekend to Guyana.

According to Fr. Mike, bringing
Worldwide Marriage Encounter to
Guyana would be like bringing it to
strife torn Nicaragua at it’s worst.
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Even the accommodations would be
difficult. Guyana only has 3 decent
motels and they cost about $90 a day.
This is in a country where the average
worker makes $50 a week. According
to Fr. Mike, most of the other Guyana
hotels remind one he Salvation

er problem in Guy
so many people are emigrating to
Canada, the United States and
England. Of the six couples that Fr.
Mike listed to recruit on his weekend,
five left the country and the sixth died
suddenly. But as he says,” Recruiting
is like hepatitis. Onceyou get it, you’re
hooked for life.”

While Fr. Mike was working to

organize the first Guyana weekend, a
couple singlehandedly put together
weekend in Tr !
weekend ever
bean and was pr
ember 17-19, 1978.) I
moment those couples were hearing
“Marriage in God'’s Plan” on Saturday
afternoon, in Guyana, Jim dJones’
henchmen were gunning down
Senator Leo Ryan and the ghastly
story of Jonestown began to unfold.
While the couples on the Trinidad
weekend were having dinner, 914
people in Jonestotvn died.

Two days later, Fr. Mike flew to
Trinidad to get some tips on setting up
his Guyana weekend. That visit made
the Guyana weekend possible and
Worldwide Marriage Encounter was
born in Guyana.

In January, 1979, Guyana
scheduled two weekends. Fr. Mike
helped out on both. One was held at

Gus & Lynn Pignataro

Pox Guest House whcih has rooms for
17 couples or priests. As was usual, 19
couples were confirmed to make the
weekend with the assumption that
there would be four no-shows so the
team could be housed. Instead, 17
couples turned up. A very accepting
team decided to all sleep together in
the conference room. Then two more
ouples showed up. Fr. Mike had been
trying to recruit them so they decided
to make the weekend without having
signed up. With God’s help two extra
rooms were found (each had only one
single bed. No questions were asked
about how the two couples handled
the sleeping arrangement). With this
minor crisis just past, two priests
walked in to join the weekend. One
introduced himself as Tony. Tony is
the Archbishop of Trmldad He even
brought along a
with. The team
two new add
walked in to ;
One of them happened to be the niece
of the President of Trinidad and she
was already working en recruiting him
for a weekend! Te make a long,
complicated story shorter, by a large
miracle, rooms were found for all and
one of the most unique weekends
ever, began in Guyana.

So far, four priests have made the
weekend in Guyana and all are
working to spread the encounter
throughout the country. But it isn’t
easy, Guyana is torn with strife.
Recently a Jesuit priest was stabbed to
death. Killings have become common
place. The Church in Guyana is
struggling but it has a new ally in
Worldwide Marriage Encounter.
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YOUTH TO YOUTH

R

Youth ministry is becoming an exciting
part of the Church today. As an 18 year
old, living in southern New Jersey, | have
been fortunate to have been a part of its
growth. When [ was a freshman at Wild-
wood Catholic High School, | attended my
first weekend, sponsored by the CYO.
It was called Leadership .

Although my parents had made a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend,
I had no idea what “weekend” meant. My
experience was so moving and my relation-
ship with Christ grew so much, that I
attended seven additional weekends;
three of which I served as a team member.

But in my part of New Jersey, youth
ministry activities were limited. Attending
an evening meeting often required an hour
and a half drive. Because of my CYO ex-
perience, | had a dream of seeing a week-
end for teenagers in my area. But what
could one teenager accomplish alone?

My conscience would not let me just sit
back, so I wrote to our bishop. I received
a personel response from him, encour-
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aging me to follow through, but offering no
support. | had no weekend outline, no
priest to work with and no place to put on
my dreamed-of weekend.

I didn’t know what to do. I got in touch
with the priest who had helped put on one
of my CYO weekends. He provided the
help I needed to get started. For weeks, |
spent all my free time putting together the
weekend.

It was so much fun to work on, so ex-
citing, that it wasn’t even work. I utilized
the materials from all the weekends I had
attended. [ wrote and rewrote. | made a
schedule and remade it. I found a retreat
house to host my weekend. And most
importantly, | found a priest willing to do
the weekend with me.

We held our first weekend in December,
1978. 1 worried throughout the weekend
that it wouldn’t work out at all.  worried so
much that I couldn’t get into the exper-
ience myself.

When it was over, everyone had exper-
ienced new growth in their personal lives

by Dee Lynch

and in their relationship with Christ. They
loved my weekend! My joy that weekend
was seeing others get so muchjoy out of it.

We had our second weekend in Feb-
ruary. This time, | was more relaxed and
could get into it more myself. In fact, that
weekend was turning point in my life. I was
able to work through a lot of pain and hurt
that I didn’t believe would ever leave me.
Now I knew that I had not really been the
one who had created REJOICE; it was
the Lord working through me.

We don’t know at this time if there will
be any more REJOICE weekends. That
will be up to the Lord. My joy is knowing
that my dream has been fulfilled and that I
have been able to touch others with my
work. My hopeisthat thework of spreading
God’s love will be carried on by other teen-
agers throughout the world. 8

Youth-to-youth will be a monthly
feature. Anyone wishing to submit an
article is strongly encouraged to send
it to the Worldwide Family Spirit editors.

7



Together to God

Some New Year Resolutions

This past Christmas we did some-
thing we’ve wanted to do for years.
When our Grandma Caminiti died, we
had been given some of the household
linens she had sewn as part of her
trousseau when she was a young girl in
Italy. Eventually, they wore out but we
saved one oval piece of material with
her initials and a circle of flowers em-
broidered on it. We could picture the
young country girl painstakingly
stitching those linens by hand as she
prepared to marry Grandpa more
than half a century before. Over the
years, we mentioned occasionally how
someday we would like to frame that
piece of embroidery as a reminder of
our roots and especially of grand-
parents whose simple wisdom and joy
in living had had a profound effect on
us. This past Christmas we finally did
something about it. We found an odd
shaped frame, cut a special mat,
washed and starched that scrap of
cloth and framed it. We felt so good
when we looked at the finished pro-
duct that we just had to share that
deep satisfaction by giving the me-
mento to another relative who loved
those grandparents as we did.

This little incident made us resolve
that during 1980 we’re going to try to
follow through on more of those little
ideas we’ve had tucked away in the
back of our minds. Most of them aren’t
earthshaking and yet we think that for
us they suggest some ways we can
celebrate the Year of the Family. A
whole list of possibilities surfaced with
ease - making definite plans with the
children to have that much talked
about simple vegetable and flower
garden become a reality, searching
out ways as a family to simplify our life-
style, asking one of the children to

8

teach us how to play the guitar (a long
held dream), making more time for
get-togethers with other families,
taking more winter walks on the ocean
beaches with the children. There are
all sorts of simple possibilities we
begin to think about it. We would like
1980 to be a year when we begin to act
on those ideas.

People may joke about New Year
resolutions but as one year ends there
is that sense of new hope and new
beginnings. It's good to take some
time as a couple to reflect on what this
past year has been for us and find in
that some sort of direction for the next
12 months. Have we sensed any major
shift in focus in our lives? Any hints of
vague future possibilities that keep
popping into mind and that we keep
dismissing rather off-handedly? Any
circumstances in which the Lord
seems to be calling us to Himslfin new
ways? Have there been changes in our
family structure, job situation or
apostolates which, in turn, are af-
fecting other areas of our lives?

As we looked back over 1979, we
discovered some changes taking place
in our lives. In these new dimensions,
we are also finding hints of possible
ways to translate this Year of the
Family from a pious title into daily life.

For the first time in ten years, we
find ourselves not directly involved in
an apostolate dealing specifically with
married couples. And THAT is a
major shift. Gradually, we had re-
ceived the sense in prayer that it was
time to leave an active involvement in
a few couple-oriented apostolates
even though we had no new involve-
ments waiting in the wings as replace-
ments.

What happened was that, without

any previous planning on our part,
over the past several months we've
found ourselves being drawn into in-
creasing contact with those who are
single, divorced, elderly and widowed,
as well as those who are married but to
a large degree unaware of the Lord’s
call to encounter Him in and through
their marriages. It’s been a full but very
different kind of year.

To give just one small example - the
other evening we were part of an on-
going parish discussion group with
each of us assigned to a different small
sharing group. At one point, we were
asked to share something that had
deeply affected our lives, either an ex-
perience or a relationship that we saw
as part of our ongoing conversion pro-
cess. Later when we had the chance to
compare our individual responses, we
learned that we had both shared in a
similar vein, referring to the gift of M.E.
and the way the Lord continually uses
the other spouse in opening up each of
us to. Him. Perhaps, that kind of
sharing may not sound so extra-
ordinary to M.E. ears. But for us it is a
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whole different kind of situation to
share that way in groups containing
divorced, separated, widowed men
and women among others. What a
beautiful thing it is to feel their accept-
ance of us when we share what is most
meaningful in our lives! And what an
equally beautiful gift they offer us
when they share their own experi-
ences. It’s an incredible thing to wit-
ness the endless variety of ways the
Spirit works in our hearts. Even
though our life situations may be quite
dissimilar on the surface, we feel areal
bond developing among us and a
growing sense of really being a pilgrim
people journeying homeward to-
gether.

Along the same lines, during the
past year even our houseguests have
changed. Over the years, we've
known the joy of having various M.E.
couples and priests stay with us for
one reason or another. It hasn’t been
difficult to recognize each one of them
as a gift. As we look back over 1979,
we realize that while the amount of
“stay-over” company has increased
tremendously, it hasn’t included any
M.E. couples this year. There have
been friends of our older children and
the beat of disco music in the back-
ground has replaced those precious
M.E. conversations that used to last
far into the evenings of other years.
We also have had many relatives come
to spend several days at various times
during the year, often with little ad-
vance notice and many times with the
explanation that they just needed a
change. When this first happened we
were happy that they felt so free to
come, but as the pattern was repeated
and extended, we discovered that we
weren’t always so delighted. It tock a
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real effort to try to be supportive when
in many instances we look at things
from very different perspectives.
While we hoped our welcome always
seemed warm and gracious, there
were many times when we had to
struggle with the rebellion we felt in
our hearts when once again we found
ordinary, comfortable family routines
turned upside down by another visitor
who needed special attention. And we
had to make a conscious effort to re-
flect on the truth that each one is no
less a gift of God for us than the M.E.
couples and priests of previous years
have been.

Whenever our home is being used
provide “space” or shelter for others,
we think it is being used for God’s own
purposes. As 1980 begins, we see the
offering of hospitality as a particular
way we're being called to serve. When
people mention the Year of the
Family, we tend to get the mental pic-
ture of smiling father, happy mother,
loved children. Yet, as we all know,
there are other kinds of families and
homes where human brokeness and
tragedy and the mystery of evil have
left persons unable to give and receive
love in fuller measures. There are also
those families which are, in effect, just
one person. We suspect that much of
1980 for ourselves and our family will
find us continuing to share the giving
and receiving of life with all different
kinds of families. We believe that the
Lord will be revealing Himself in ways
we cannot imagine or predict through
these newly developing relationships
and that is an exciting and awesome
prospect.

Another major change in our lives
has come about because for the first
time we are parents of a prospective

John & Pat Brewster

bride as our oldest daughter, Anne,
prepares for her April marriage. There
have been many joys and tender
moments flowing from this whole ex-
perience. But there has also been the
shock of seeing the speed with which
the modern world reaches out to en-
gulf the young couple with “what’s ex-
pected” and its own warped attitudes
toward marriage. Since our daughter
and her fiance live in another state, we
are the ones who hear most of the
comments expressing the unbeliev-
able expectations that society has
concerning not only their initial wed-
ding day but their marriage in general.
It has been a rude awakening. Some-
how, with all the renewing contacts
within M.E. over the years, we had for-
gotten how deeply entrenched these
destructive values are in society at
large.

Much of this coming year for us will
involve an ongoing support of the new
couple as they seek to live out their
values and ideals in their preparations
for marriage. We also find ourselves
praying more fervently for all those
who carry the day-to-day, nitty gritty
tasks which help M.E. spread and
touch more lives. There’s a whole big
world out there that really believes
that somehow one’s marriage must
suffer if domestic lace and not the im-
ported variety is used on one’s wed-
ding gown!

Underneath all the particular
thrusts we sense as this new year be-
gins is the basic call to recommit our-
selves to living a life of mutual love with
each other for everything else flows
from that. Without that daily renewal
of our marriage vows, all the other re-
solutions will stay just so many words

on paper. %
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Plan for All Seasons

Is there anything that makes a per-
son feel more foolish than to be taken
by a huckster? | especially mean the

one who sells you the simple gadget

that does anything from cutting glass to
mending trousers.

Dispite the fact that | have often been
the fall man for such charlatans, | am
drawn easily to their promisingchatter.
| guess it is because of my simplicity; as
a person. Yet, | have to confess a
brooding hostility toward hawkers of
easy does it gadgets. | am sure | have
much company, Who relishes looking
foolish, as you hide the evidence of
your simpleness?

| have a special distain for the huck-
sters of religion, simplified and sugar-
coated. It is not so much that | have
been taken by such persaps, as far as |
am aware. Rather, faith is prized too
much in my life, as the pearl of great
price, for me to be comfortable when |
observe someone being sold a religious
bill of coods.

Nevertheless, | want to share with
you an insight of faith which is a veri-
table treasure for measuring both the
truthfulness and the relevance of our
religious attitudes and our Christian
actions. Had this measuring device
been used throughout history, it could
have helped both Christian individuals
and institutions te avoid many traps.

Being willing to sound like a religious
huckster, | present this saving insight as

being an alertness to promote the en-
couragement of people to be human,
and the avoidance of anvthing that
would prevent a human from attaining
full stature as a person. This rests on

the simple faith assumption that God

likes us, as He has made us.

Unlike General Motors, Ford or
Chrysler Companies, Our Father has
not felt obliged to issue any specific or
general recall of His creatures, because
of defects.

In the light of vears of pastoral coun-
seling, | 'can remember many incidents
where people could have been spared
tremendous: problems and anxiety, if
only they could accept being human.

Your spouse may indeed have been
an angel, but | can assure you that your
present atlitude is not the same, if your
marriage has been angelic. Hell will
more easily come to your mind than will
heaven, Only by living marriage within
the context of our humanity will we

‘ever be prone to call our marriage

devine.

Likewise, the idealism of youth is a
tremendous resource for both the indi-
vidual and the community. However,
when it is not cotipled with an accep-
tance of our human limitations and our
need for God, youthful idealism is a tre-
mendous waste, As worthless and
spent rubbish our youths are washed
up on the wasteland shores of dispair or
a passive acceptance of the human rat

Father Gerry Coverdale O.P.

race.

In another area of life, how well |
know the tragedy of refusing to accept
our humanit-_,r‘ aided by grace. in the
face of trials of the mid.century years of
our life. How fruitless it is to languish in
the lament of youthfuliess lost, or to
make asses of ourselves as we fry to
deny the wearing out of parts.

God knows, and how agonizing it
must be for Him, the limitless follies of
humans who refuse to appreciate the
gift of their human personhaod. He also
knows how mstitutions fall heir to the
same smugness.

Heresies have flourished in everyage
of the Church, tearing her asunder, be-
cause of an unwillingness fo accept the
reality of our human nature. This was
often true of the Church as of the here-
tics. As the Church defended the lofty
nature of our humanity, against those
who equated it with sin, she often
sounded as though we were only
spirits. And, as she cautioned about the
weakness of our fallen nature, n the
face of humanists, she tended to frus-
trate legilimate flights of creativeness,
that were guite in harmony with our
humanity and God's plan.

Truly, constant aceeptance of our
Rumnanity and an awareness of its place
in God's plan for our salvation are the
insights for all seasons. We are, indeed,
a little less than angels, but made to the
image and likeness of God. 8
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Interfaith News
| Cannot Say | Love You and Do Nothing

Recently we read an article in our
Sunday paper about a very gutsy,
loving lady. Her pictures show a face
wrinkled with years gone by and with
eves deepset and focused straight
ahead as if to say, “I've only just begun,
I’'ve so much more to do.” The woman
was Mother Theresa, a Catholic nun.

At age 69, this dedicated lady runs
81 schools, more than 300 hospitals
and relief centers and missions in 50
cities scattered throughout India. Her
philosophy and actions can be
summed up in several statements.
She says, “ There is so much suffering
in the world today. The world must
change those that cannot believe.
Everyday | used to read the
newspaper and see nothing joyful.
Now I don’t read the papers. Insteadl
distribute God, love, and joy.” She
sums it all up with one further
statement, “I cannot say I love you and
do nothing.”

It is those last words that we, Ron
and Bev, would like to focus on as we
share with you today. “I cannot say |
love you and do nothing.” Our Gospel
lesson reinforces this same message
and challenges us when it says, “My
children, our love should not be just
words and talk, it must be true love
which shows itself in action.” 1 JOHN
3:-18.

Love is action. Think of the word
love and what do you visualize? Love
surrounds us here today as we share
with you. How about the love we've
shared with one another this
weekend? The hugs, kisses, quick
pats and grasps of hands. To put love
in action - to embrace, to grasp a hand,
to share, we must reach out. If we
dare to love, we must reach out not
only at home, but beyond. As
Christians, we are called to concern
ourselves with those in need beyond
our family.

Pause for a moment and reflect
upon your encounters with family,
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friends, acquaintances - anyone who
has touched your life over the years.
The Lord’s been good to us. HE has
touched us through many people. We
think of one special friend who fre-
quently comes over and asks, “What
can | do for you today?” and then she
does it. That’s love in action. It’s love
that looks for a way of being construc-
tive. It reaches out to find the need. It
fills the emptiness and it heals.

Love takes time. How often I (Ron)
say,” There’s not enough time. I'd like
to help out, but my work schedule is so
heavy now, and then there’s the ball-
game, the yard and on and on.” We
can’t help someone if we don’t have a
moment to spare. [ think of the many
times God reaches through the rat
race of my busy days and says to me,

“Ron, what can I do for you today?”

HE said it through Bev when we
shared my anxiety and frustration with
my busy schedule. She said, “Ron, if
you need time to do the things you
want to do, you’re going to have to
make time.” 1 challenge you to look at
your life, at where you’re going and
what you’re doing. Then make time -
set aside two hours a day or however
much time fits best into your plan to do
the things you want to do for others.
Visit or help a neighbor, write a letter,
volunteer to drive an elderly person to
the store, read for the blind - the list is
endless. Stop now, make time and
then reach out and say, “What canldo
for you today?”

To love is to serve. Mother Teresa
said, “I cannot say I love you and do
nothing.” Doing and being helpful at
home is a good place to start. But
that’s not all. If God’s loveis a growing
part of our lives, he won’t allow us to
stop there. Reach out - we're part of a
world. Much of the time we're so
caught up in our family life and com-
munity problems, we may forget about
the world out there - until God pricks
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our hearts through a newspaper, a
magazine, the T.V. or any of his many
tools. God touches us and says,
“Reach out and share My Love.” We
must all look for ways to help our bro-
thers and sisters all over the world -
especially where there is the greatest,
most urgent need. Perhaps when our
country is asked to help love construc-
tively, to offer something of its own
being to those who lack so many
things we take for granted, we can be
one of the voices which will answer,
“What can I do for you today? ” and
really mean it.

We challenge you to look and listen
to the needs of others right here in our
own country, perhaps in your own
city. We have our ghettos, our hungry
and abused children, undernourished
adults, illiterates. Get to know their
needs - reach out and ask, “What can
do for you today?”

Lord, give me eyes clear enough to
see the hurt in the world,

Ears perceptive enough to hear
Your call,

A brain wise enough to figure a
solution,

A voice loud enough to tell of the
need.

Feet determined enough to seek out
the alley of misery and despair,

Hands sensitive enough to hug,
mold and heal,

A heart strong enough to endure
the struggle,

And a spirit thankful enough to ask,
“What more may [ do?” 8

Ron & Bev Pepper are the National
Supply Couple as well as a presenting
team for the Lutheran Marriage En-
counter LME. This sharing is the
homily from the Sunday afternoon
Communion Service, LME Inter-
national Convention, 1979.
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