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With Love,

We are an alleluia people, a people
of celebration. How often we use
those or similar terms. We use them to
describe us to ourselves and
especially to reestablish within
ourselves the fact that we are a people
living the life, death, and ressurrection
of Jesus. And we have to proclaim and
celebrate that reality for our own
sakes, as well as for others, over and
over again. '

In away, that reminds us of the need
to speak about our values and our
weekend over and over again, not for
the 'sake of others, but to reestablish
those values once more in ourselves.
An offshoot of that is realted to
recruiting. Speaking about our lives
and our weekend is not meant just for
others, but it is needed for our sake.
This way we can more easily
recognize our own grace and
giftedness.

A stark fact of life was brought
home to us while we recently sat and
listened to a presentation about
family. The simple yet powerful point
was made that we have to work at
being family. It doesn’t automatically
happen and sometimes what we think
is family is really playing at roles and
controlling one another. We find it
hard to see ourselves acting as
anything but family, but what we’re
really doing is acting as parents inter-
relating with children.
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After the resurrection, people did
not always recognize Jesus, either.
Our call is to recognize Jesus among
us, most basically in our family, and
then in the people we walk and talk
with. He is among us and within us.

If we sit with our hands folded and
our eyes closed, we will never be open
to the realities around us. If we are to
experience the Christ among us, we
need to look to and see the persons
most intimately surrounding us-our
children, one another, this family.

Of late we have been discovering
the insistence of Jesus in how our
children plead with us in so many little
ways to stop and enjoy them, one

from Tom, Jayne & Bob

another, and the lively warm
atmosphere of our home. We've also
had to take hold of moments of
tension and misunderstanding
among us. Most of the time we
respond to those times and use them
for growth and closeness-realizing
that these are also the times when we
experience the gift of Jesus’ peace.
Not the peace of escape or of refusing
to face things, but the peace of con-
quest void of sorrow and flight:

“Their eyes were opened and they
recognized Him.” (Lk 24:31)

We wish you a peace-filled Easter, a
celebration time full of Jesus’
presence, especially as a family.
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/' National News
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter
held a Leadership Conference during
the weekend of February 22, 23, and
24. The Houston community hosted
the very exciting and moving three
day experience.

The tone of the weekend was set on
Friday night when Jeanie & Bruce
Courchene and Fr. Tom Swift, Dis-
trict IV coordinating team, lead the
filled auditorium in a paraliturgical ser-
vice that stressed faith, service, and
oneness. The beauty of the moment
can be summed up in two lines from
the first song of the evening “Be Not
Afraid.”

“You shall speak your words to
foreign men and they will understand.

You shall see the face of God and
live.”

Saturday was a long, workfilled day
focusing on trust, openness and
mutuality. Presentations by Brad &
Jan Ridgon, Les & Sheila Meneilly,
Dick & Barbara McBride and Tom &
Jayne McGuiness and Fr. Bob Uzzillio
carried these key concepts from the
couple relationship to the family rela-
tionship and finally to the whole
church.

The overall key to the day was to
instill in the couples and priests a
desire to be an active participant in
their mutually responsible relation-
ships. In these relationships trust is
defined as the personal commitment
to eliminate in myself all that separates
us. Openness is defined as the
willingness to listen and be actively
involved in what is in you. Mutuality is
the willingness to set mutual goals that
will move us ever closer.
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Saturday Mass was concelebrated
by Most Reverend John L.
Morkovsky, Bishop of Galveston-
Houston and over eighty encounter
priests. The Mass was a celebration of
all that we are as amovement and of all
that we are in being called to be for our
church.

Sunday saw a renewal of our calling
to reach out, to go back to our homes,
and evangelize. It was a call to help our
Chuch grow and serve the world. The
closing Mass was concelebrated by
Fr. Bob Uzzilio and all the leadership
priests. It was a fitting end to the
weekend. Rather than a dismissal, the
Mass sent us forth to serve.

&bk ok dkokk

In the Archdiocese of Chicago,
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
couples are working with the Marriage
and Family Life Office to develop a
workshop on Family Financial Plan-
ning. Bob & Rita Boeke are leading up
the group of Marriage Encounter
couples. The workshop will be a two
hour, one evening event which will
help families work through the ever
more difficult and complex problems
involved in handling their finances. It is
hoped that the workshop will be ready
for presentations in the Archdiocesan
parishes within a couple of months.

Yok ke k kK

A Conference on Dialogue was held
on February 8, 9 and 10 in Clifton,
New dJersey. The conference was
open to all the couples and priests of

Worldwide Marriage Encounter in the
Diocese of Paterson and the Archdio-
cese of Newark. Dave and Betty Ann
Connolly were the coordinators for
the weekend that drew 200 couples.

vk okok ke

In the Diocese of Savannah, the
name prayer couple has taken on a
new meaning. The diocese has 17 men
preparing for the priesthood. Since
Georgia is only about two percent
Catholic, the diocese spans about half
the state. Many of the seminarians are
studying in places far removed from
their homes. It was recognized that
they needed some visible sign of
community support.

In answer to this need, a seminarian
sponsorship program was initiated.
Each seminarian is given a prayer
(sponsor) family who pledges him
their daily prayers. They write him
frequently, occasionally send a “care
package” of cookies, gifts, etc., and.
when possible, visit him. Twice ayear,
all the seminarians gather in Savannah
for a meeting with the Bishop. The
prayer couples attend the Mass and
dinner during the meeting.

As one former seminarian, Fr. Joe
Cherry, said of his prayer couple
Burch & Marie Bryant, “we are a
family - one filled with laughs over
apple pie and baked beans, but most
of all, centered on encouragement and
prayer...Yes, my vyears in the
seminary are over, but I feel that I will
always be a part of their lives”.

kkkkkkk
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Who is the “Monterey” Encounter?

We were created out of the San
Jose, Cdlifornia Worldwide Marriage
Encounter in March 1978. We were 6
teams and a young and growing com-
munity determined to change our part
of the world. Geographically the Mon-
terey Encounter serves the Diocese of
Monterey which stretches from the
Santa Cruz mountains south along
the beautiful coast to the area of San
Luis Obispo. (It’s been said that you
leave your heart in San Fransisco, but
that once you've experienced the
beauty of God’s creation along the 17
mile drive, you’ll want to stay in
Monterey & Carmel. The Pajaro and
Salinas Valleys are the heart of much
of California’s agriculture.

Our people are folksy and we have a
large Hispanic population. One of our
dreams realized in June 1979, was the
WWME weekend in Spanish. Monthly
we present 2 to 3 Marriage Encounter
weekends, 1 to 2 Engaged Encounter
weekends, and bi-monthly, aweekend
in Spanish. Now we number 22 teams
strong and growing, and a community
of special lovers.

Our dear Bishop Clinch supports us
and recognizes the gift we bring to our
Church. He is counting on us, both
M.E. and E.E., to help make the Year
and Decade of the Family a reality in
our diocese. Our chancellor, Msgr.
Phil Maxwell, is also a strong
supporter and actively presents the
Engaged weekends.

We look forward to 1980 with great
hope and love in our hearts. Fr. Chuck
Gallagher, who we think of as our
modern day St. Paul, will grace our
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diocese in February when he comes to
give our beloved priests a workshop
on the “Parish Renewal Weekend”.
Qur roots go back to Fr. Serra and
his missionary priests. Qur missions
remind us of the faith and sacrifice of
our Catholic people who came before
us. Now, instead of building missions,
we establish zones, but all with a sense
of mission in our hearts. A great deal
has happened through the grace of
God, and the love and sacrifice of
countless lovers, but there is so much
more to do. So many of our people
don’t know about loveletters,
dialogue, love is a decision, about
living a Sacramental way of life. After
two years, “We've only just begun.”

*kkkkkk

HAWAII
Our Spirit of Ohana

The Hawaiians have a word for it --
Ohana --a family spirit; the love,
strength, and support of the extended
family reaching out unselfishly,
embracing all, friends or strangers.
And so it was that the Hawaii
encounter had its beginning. We were
loved and nutured into being by the
Ohana of couples, priests, and
religious of Los Angeles -- our
extended family across the sea, our
roots.

It all began the latter part of 1974
when several encountered couples
transplanted in Hawaii from various
parts of the continental U.S. began
translating their dream of a Hawaiian
encounter into reality. They asked
Los Angeles’ assistance, traveled from
parish to parish giving information

Gus & Lynn Pignataro

talks and recruited the first Hawaiian
weekend.

They tell us that we were the first
couple to apply for the Weekend. We
had come to the parish talk with our
typically good marriage, knowing that
there were few such seminars in
Hawaii for married couples, and
knowing that we needed something to
renew our marriage of eighteen years.

We attended the first Hawaii
Weekend in April, 1975 presented by
couples and a priest from Los
Angeles. The experience of that
Weekend and the tears of frustration,
love, and joy brought us to an
awareness of the value of our dialogue
as a means to more open communi-
cation and closeness in our marriage.
What we couldn’t yet appreciate at the
time was how important a part
continuing dialogue would eventually
play in our growth individually and as a
couple in the years that followed. We
realized how much of a need there was
for other couples to experience the
Weekend, and we pledged our
support to its growth in Hawaii.

Many other team couples and
priests from Los Angeles came during
1975 to help present our Weekends in
Honolulu. Through their love and
gentle guidance Hawaii’s encounter
grew in strength and began spreading
to our neighbor islands. One of the
first values we learned to cherish was
that of interdependence. We
consistently housed the team couples
and priests that came each month and
can remember being spellbound as
they talked lovingly about the people
of their community.



More National News

As we began to meet other couples
from the rest of the U.S. we
broadened our understanding of the
word interdependence. We saw each
separate encounter not as
independent or dependent entities,
but as true members of an extended
Family, voluntarily belonging to and
investing themselves in one another,
concerned about and caring for the
needs of each other. Many a country
began its encounter through the
generosity and love of couples,
priests, and religious all over the
world. We are truly a Worldwide
Family.

We continually brought back to our
Hawaii community and shared this
sense of interdependence, this spirit of
Ohana. Then one fateful day in
Sacramento at a Leadership
Conference, we were asked to make a
heart-wrenching decision, the most
difficult that we had ever faced in the
history of Hawaii’s young encounter.
Unit boundries within our Western
District were being realigned, and
Hawaii was being asked to make a
choice between continuing its
association with the more
experienced Los Angeles Unit or
aligning itself with the younger San
Fransisco - Oakland - San Jose Unit.
Several considerations affected our
final, tearful decision. But most
important of all was our decision to
wean ourselves from our dependency
on the love, generosity, and guidance
of Los Angeles, and to begin giving
ourselves in return. We knew that by
our decision we were not divorcing
ourselves from our “parents”, that
because of our interdependence we
would always continue to be a part of
that Family.

Hawaii has assumed its responsibil-
itles as a mature member of our
interdependent Family. We have
contributed much to our Unit, and
one of our teams has served as Unit
Coordinator. Because of our geo-
graphical location, Hawaii remains
the Gateway of the Pacific and
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continues to play an important role in
Asia for our Worldwide Family. In
1977 we were asked to participate with
Los Angeles in a reachout to the
Philippines. In partnership we
answered their plea for the Weekend
and supplied guidance, financial
support, material, and team resources
for over ayear. We were then asked to
facilitate the formation of our Asian
Secretariat of encounters and shortly
thereafter, hosted the first meeting of
the International Council of
Worldwide Marriage Encounter in

Honolulu, which was attended by
Secretariat Coordinators from Asia,
Australia, Canada, the U.S., South
America, Africa and Europe. Most
recently, we have been asked to
coordinate District 5’s support of our
Military Overseas Encounters in Asia,
and have been asked to investigate a
plea for the Weekend in Guam, as we
did in Singapore earlier in 1979.
Through our contacts with our Asian
encounters we have continually
spoken and advanced our Family’s
values of interdependence and love.
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International News

The encounter in New Zealand is
very exciting. They’ve encountered a
number of the Maori population, and
while they are not, at this point, antici-
pating putting their weekend into
Maori, they are very much enthused
and looking forward to the complete
integration of the Pakahas, the so-
called European white people with the
real native Maoripeople. They’re such
a happy and beautiful people and it’s a
great joy to see that. Their next
expansion in years to come will
probably be to more of the Polynesian
or Melanesian islands. Though at this
stage, because of the worldwide
vision, they are concentrating on the
New Zealand family.

*kdkkkkk

Fiji, of course, is always a joy. It has
had many ups and downs, many diffi-
culties and lots of internal problems,
but they’re all very hopeful and their
leadership is very strong at this stage.
They’re looking forward to the
weekends being given wholly in the
Fijian language which should be at the
end of this year...or maybe even
earlier. Their archbishop is very
anxious and very enthused by the
encounter for the gift that it’s giving to
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family life, and he has many hopes and
dreams for his people in the Chuch
through the encounter.

ek ke dok ok

Australia is also going very strong.
There are about 14,500 encountered
couples now in Australia and the
encounter is in every major city, in
every capital city and in quite a few of
the county towns. We hope this year
that the encounter will really flourish.

% Kok ok ok K

In Canada, the weekend is going
strong. We're in almost every part of
Canada at the moment. Almost in
every diocese. The Ukranian Bishops
for example are excited about the
weekend and are encouraging an
open door policy in their parishes and
very shortly the weekend will be taken
to Vancouver Island for the first time.
Groundwork is being done to take the
weekend to the Northwest territories.
At the moment there are approxi-
mately 140 weekends a month
throughout Canada and hopefully this

Reported by Father Bob Useful

will increase as we go along. Canada
being such a big country, made up of
six large districts, we’re always cons-
cious of trying to give our people a
sense and an appreciation of the
Canadian Church. All areas, mostly
on the district level and one district at
the unit level are planning conventions
this year. Pam and I and Father Sam
have been invited to all of them and we
are very much looking forward to
meeting with our people and share
with them the values that we’re all try-
ing to live. The values of Encounter
and the importance that we are to our
Catholic Church and our Catholic
people. It’s always with a sense of awe-
someness that we answer the call to
serve our Catholic people, our
Catholic church and we pray that our
caring for our people will always be as
visible as our caring for one another.
We ask that all of us join in one mind
and one heart to bring the presence of
God, to bring the reality of our
Catholic church present throughout
the world so that it can really become
a universal church. We will always be
very grateful for the gift of the
weekend from our American friends.
And know that we are always with you
and supporting you and always loving
you. We love you Eve, Pam and

Father Sam.



Fingerprints of Our Father

TO SEE THE HOPE IN HOPELESS

Once again [ gave in and began to
clean-up our 14 year old son’s messy
bedroom. I felt martyred and angry
as | bent down picking up strewn
clothes, books and record jackets. |
automatically pulled old kleenex and
pen tops out of pockets when my
fingers felt another one of Bob’s
“collection” of used 35 mm film
containers. | had often wondered
about that collection. So I opened
the container and my heart froze.
Shining back at me were all sorts of
colored capsules! | panicked
remembering all sorts of incidents;
Bob being dizzy and fainting on a city
bus, Bob missing homework, the
endless hours closed in his room
with friends listening to records.
Then in my panic, I thought of his
Dad and what I knew would be his
reaction, so I resolutely went to the
bathroom and flushed the telitale
evidence down the toilet. I resolved
to let Bob know what I had found and
planned a real Mother/Son talk. I
also resolved to keep this between us
and hidden from my husband, John.
[ was feeling very protective of both
Bob and John. Since it would be the
end of Bob’s “experimentation” with
drugs, I could, one day, share with

John what I had nipped in the bud.
I wasn’t prepared for the intense

Drugs in OQur Family

The authors have requested that this article be
published anonymously to protect the identity of their

son.

anger of Bob at my “butting into his
privacy.” Our Mother/Son talk left
me shaking, crying and lonely. It was
to be the beginning of years of pain,
struggle, disappointment and mis-
trust. Eventually John had to find
out. There were periods~ of
comparative calm but Bob was still
anxious to prove that his way of
relaxing with drugs was no  more
harmful than our relaxing' with
alcohol. I became tense and unstire
of my own ideas and began to read
anything | could about marijuana,
amphetemines, all about drugs.

John traveled a lot and I felt alone
with this problem -- [ also tried des-
perately to keep it from his 5 younger
brothers. A time of my life began
where, if Bob was good, our family
life was comparatively peaceful. But
just as | was lulled into the com-
placency of thinking this bad phase
of raising Bob was over -- another
crisis would occur.

One of these was his 16th
birthday. We had agreed he could go
camping with his friend and his
brother Joe, almost 15. With Joe
along | figured all would be fine. I
drove them to the island campsite.
That night we went to sleep very
peacefully -- only to be jarred awake

by the piercing ring of our bedside
phone. It was a doctor telling us that
Bob had been drinkng wine and had
gone for a swim, diving off an unsafe
rocky area and he'wasuncouncious,
As-we raced -along in the car, my
mind also raced wildly with thought
of mixing drugs and alcohol. ['began
to blame myself for allowing the boys
my permission. In my agony [ sat
silently crying wondering what John
was-thinking butifi my worry, caring
very little. We were 2 parents. each
with his-own idéa of how to-handle
the situation.

When we finally arrived on the
island, the doctor was with Bob and
he was slowly but surely ¢6ming out
of it. After we came home | felt less
and less sure of my protective ways
with Bob, yet I did not want to give
the problem over to John. It was a
subject of intense arguments
between us.

Then we moved to another city.
Bob enrolled in the local university.
His ideas and life-style became more
and more difficult. He remained at
home but annouced one day he no
longer believed in the Catholic
Church’s teachings. 1 felt shocked
and questioned myself as a parent.
Bob’s life-style became materialistic

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



and self-centred. His friends were
mostly unknown to us. He missed
family meals, began to keep hours
totally reversed to ours. He and his
Dad argued whenever they were
together. | became a middle-man. |
felt torn in my beliefs, my dutiful love
for John and my maternal love for
Bob. Once again we found plastic
bags of pot and pills. I knew [ had to
agree with John and we faced Bob
with the reality that his life values
were not like ours and were affecting
the whole family -- so we asked him
to leave home.

As we stood together watching
Bob walk away with his flimsy army
jacket and a small bag of posses-

sions in his hand, a few snowﬂakes,

began falling. I felt numb déspair
ars blinded my last
j tbern son. leaving
home 1 felt desolute /3u~g;lged mszself a
Adilure as a mother and km«ouldiL ot
‘share this with John. He ha :‘@pough
blame and sadness in his eyes:

ienced in my life. I pleaded with God
to watch over Bob.

Ten days later, after what seemed
an eternity of not hearing from him,
Bob asked to come home: We talked
of how it would have to be and he
agreed. Then came the period of
what [ call our armed truce. Bob
obeyed the letter of the law, but not
the spirit."It-was-a-time | felt alone --

~alone from Bob, from John, and
" from God."

As Jane.and I struggled with Bob
during his high school years, [ felt
confused and angry. [ didnt
understand Jane’s approach to the
problem. I judged her to be too soft
and forgiving. | didn’t know of her
feelings of compassion, her deep
feelings of mothering. | wanted to be
direct and stern. And yet I could tell
by the look in Jane’s eyes and the
tone of her voice that | was hurting
her. So I did nothing. But, inwardly I
seethed and felt impotent.

Bob made the Dean’s list his first
two quarters at the University and
then slid out of sight. His behavior

felt
an emptiness I had never e%pe 15

became erratic, his hours his own
business. We followed certain rules
that softened the tension but it was
an armed truce that proceeded an
almost inevitable nightly fight. I was
providing room and board to
someone | disagreed with 100% and
who I judged was separating me from
my wife. Months went by and my
feelings of anger and rightousness
grew. Still, when we reached the
breaking point, | was not prepared
for the feelings of sorrow that swept
over me. | felt devastated. I couldn’t
get that last picture of Bob out of my
mind, walking down the. dmveway
with the snowflakes” fallmg softly

rlghteousness I wanfed to eryout, to

beg his forglveness I krigwri
be done - but it kill '

That April John an
Marriage Encoun‘er Weekend.
During the Self talk I heard the
words, “God Does Not Make Junk”
in a unique way. It wasn’t until
months later that | related those

words to my own self image. O@@u’f’””"w

weekend | heard thosgwgface filled
words as “God made Bob so Bob is
not junk!”T felt an excitment, a re-
lease, a freedom. I began then to stop
trying to solve that problem and
focus on my relationship with John.
Throughout the weekend I came to
realize how consumed I had become
with this one part of our lives and had
actually abandoned John. Our
weekend reminded me of the
forgotten love we shared. It showed
me the strength we have in that love.
It showed me that with John as #1
priority in my life, we could be strong
and united. We shared a deep love
for our sons - but it was an out-
growth from the even deeper love for
each other.

After our weekend, we found an
enormous source of strength in our
coupleness. We felt confident again
and we began to hope. Early in our
dialogue, we wrote on “What are the
good qualities I see in our son.....and

HDMAMMF?” We began with the
youngest and wrote a positive letter.
We did five of the boys and then -
without a word - we stopped and
changed to a different dialogue
question before we had to face our
feelings about Bob.

Months went by and we were at
our IMAGE sharing group. After the
presentation, [ felt a powerful
physical presence that [ cant
explain, but [ knew what I had to do. I
kissed Jane and asked if we could
now write on Bob. It was a fantastic
_~fregdom™te_ let go of my prejudices
and\to admlt/’/”’tbat I liked some things
about Bob and tt;at I loved him. We
cried durmg tha dialogue. That
night, as we‘lay in oed, we prayed,
“Father, i:hank you ’/gor the gift of
Bob. We have \trled tG mold him and
e failed. So Féther we give

i

_him back to you. We gurrender him

to your will”. ]

Forty-eight hours {ater Bob had
joined the Navy!

Almost five years have past since
that moment. There have been ups
and downs. Yet no time did I feel the
empty lonliness again because John
and I shared those ups and downs.
Bob is still in the Navy -- has married
a wonderful young woman and they
are expecting our grandchild this
June.

We believe this ending is possible
because of the miracle of our
weekend, because of the strength of
daily dialogue in our lives and
because of the wonder of the graces
from our lived-Sacrament of Matri-
mony.

This isn’t quite a Cinderella
ending. Bob is still away from the
Church. And we think that he still
uses pot from time to time. But when
we remember all of those ugly days,
all the degradation, the fights and we
compare that to being able now to
talk to Bob, to go out to dinner with
him, to be able to have him accept
gifts from us and have him give us
gifts, we have this great abiding hope
that God isn’t finished with him - or

us! 8
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Loving Others

The Deaf Hear the Good News

“If they hold hands while they’re
fighting, how can they talk to each
other?” Groan! Back to the drawing
board, again. But it was another
awareness of the deaf world and that
was becoming more and more
important to us as we prepared a very
special Marriage Encounter weekend
for the deaf. These awarenesses really
began to open our eyes to what it
means to be deaf in a hearing world.

We began preparing for the
Weekend about a year in advance by
meeting with Fr. Bob Bek, a Redemp-
torist priest who has been in deaf
ministry for many years and with Miss
Carla Holmes, Coordinator of the deaf
ministry in the Galveston-Houston
(TX.) Diocese. Fr. Bob was to be the
team priest on the weekend, Carla,
one of the interpreters.

Years ago, after he made his
weekend, Fr. Bob wanted very much
to share the renewal of matrimony
with couples in the deaf comminity.
The first step was inviting several, one
or two at a time, on a weekend which
he and Carla interpretted. While the
experience was positive, the
difficulties were many. For the
average deaf couple relying on sign
language, the quick pace and depth of
language on a regular weekend
proved quite an obsticle. “If you made
a weekend and heard only every third

word, you’ld have some idea of the’
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difficulty the average deaf couple had
on these weekends,” says Fr. Bob.
“So much is said so fast that neither
the interpreter nor the couples can
begin to really keep up.”

A Different Language. One problem
for the interpreters is the language in
the talks. Ameslan, (American Sign
Language) does not translate word for
word from English. There are no
helping verbs such as “does.” Tense is
expressed by context and position
rather than “will” or ‘“did”
constructions. All sentences are in
active voice. The vocabulary is fairly
limited. So interpreters must not only
listen to what is being said but
translate it into sentences and vocabu-
lary that can be signed.

In many cases, questions an
directions were not easily translatable
which led to confusion and lost
dialogue time. And the deaf couples
were alone in the middle of a commu-
nity with whom they could not com-
municate. They tended to think that
dialogue was for the hearing, not for
themselves, because of their assump-
tion that dialoguing was easy for
hearing people while they were strug-
gling with it.

After a few of these weekends, the
frustration level grew. Fr. Bob and
Carla began to dream of a weekend
for all deaf couples, where they would
experience other deaf learning to

communicate deeply through
dialogue. They were excited by the
opportunity to go to California to
interpret a weekend for all deaf
couples. That weekend said it could
be done.

Video tapes of “Aldonza,” “Dulci-

nea,” and “The Impossible Dream” in
sign language made previously
inaccessible parts of the weekend a
part of the deaf couples’ experience.
With the California weekend, the
dream grew more clear -- the week-
end had to be translated, not simply
interpreted.
A Different Life At our initial team
meetings, Fr. Bob and Carla started
us thinking about the special problems
of the deaf. We were shocked and
deeply moved by the profound isola-
tion they experience. How can people
raise children without hearing the si-
lence as well as the loud crashes,
croupy coughs or cries for help? We
became aware of the sound-activated
they have to “hear” the newborn child
when it wakes to eat at night -- and of
the constant vigilance they must have
to be able to see their toddlers at
every moment. The complications in
everyday life are myraid. Driving a car
without hearing horns, sirens or
screeching brakes. And both hands
on the wheel means “No talking.” So
many things we take for granted are
huge obstacles for them.

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



There is a tremendous one-on-one
aspect to the lives of the deaf. Unless
they can see you, they can’t “hear”
you. In their marriage relationships,
they don’t even have to leave the room
to tune each other out completely -- all
they have to do is turn away.

So that was where we began. We
started talking about the talks and
started writing, looking for simplicity
and clarity of language and using
vocabulary that was directly transla-
table. We used the active voice only,
short concise sentences and simplified
vocabulary. We wanted to know that
what we were sharing with them was
what they were hearing. And the effort
brought us very close to them long
before the weekend.

Marriage in a Brand-New Globe?
Many terms and phrases used on the
weekend are not translatable. For ex-
ample, the phrase “Modern World”
could be easily misunderstood as “a
newly-purchased globe,” not what we
had in mind at all. So it was written as
“Our world today.” “Married singles”
was interpreted by two signs meaning
“marriage” and “apart.” So that’s how
we wrote it. “God does not make
junk” became “God never makes
junk.” The signs for marriage and ma-
trimony are the same so we had to try
new ways of distinguishing between
the two.

Visual Aids for Clarity Besides
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working with the language, a second
way we overcame the difficulties in
communicating the weekend message
was extensive use of visual aids. Each
talk, even, in some cases, each con-
cept, had some sort of visual aid. We
used an overhead projector and trans-
parencies, an opaque projector and
the California video tapes of the
songs, and posters. The talks were of
the same length as on an ordinary
weekend but used fewer words. We
spoke very slowly to allow the inter-
preters to get the whole message in
and paused often to let a visual aid
help the understanding of an idea.
Following each talk a large poster was
hung displaying the central theme of
the talk. These were illustrated with
magazine pictures or stick figures.
The posters served the purpose of re-
inforcement that note taking does on a
hearing weekend (for the deaf to take
notes is to miss whatever is being
said). The couples on the weekend
were delighted with the visual. “We
would hear what you said, then look at
the screen, and it became very clear
what you were talking about,” said
one couple. “Sometimes we didn’t
understand exactly until we saw the
pictures.”

Picture Dialogue Many of the
couples on the weekend had great dif-
ficuly reading and writing. After all,
English is their second language!

Bob & Sharon DelVitt

Some could not read or write at all. In
an effort to help them and all the
couples, we introduced picture
dialogue. All the team members
attempted picture dialogue from time
to time during the preparatory
months. We also asked the sponsor
couples to dialogue for a week using
only pictures in their love letters to
bring them closer to the deaf couples
for whom they prayed. On simple
questions, we found it fun and ex-
citing, but when we tried to go deeply
into difficult questions we experienced
some of the frustrations of communi-
cating in a picture language. On the
weekend, we gave each person a set of
colored pens to write colors and pic-
tures into their love letters. It was a
tremendous help to the couples.

Prayer Letters Come Alive
Because the deaf can’t “hear” in the
usual sense, what they can see
becomes triply important. With this in
mind, we asked the prayer couples to
meet us at the motel for a potluck sup-
per after Mass Sunday evening. What
a glorious surprise for our deaf
couples! To see “their” couple right
there really made the letter they’d re-
ceived come alive. The prayers could
actually be seen! Pens flew as they ex-
changed notes and pictures over
supper. In addition, many of the deaf
couples stood to share how they felt
about the weekend and their
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marriages, and about the love and
care they were experiencing from the
hearing world. As the sponsor couples
left, many said it felt like they, too, had
made a weekend, so exhilirating was
the joy and hope in the air that
evening.

The possibilities for the Marriage
Encounter weekend for the deaf are
great and we are terribly excited.
Couples who had been on an inter-

pretted weekend before shared over
and over how difficult and frustrating
their had found their first weekend,
how they had been left behind, dispite
the best efforts of their interpreters.
“But this was so beautiful,” said Lupe
and Maria Rodriquez, “so clear, so
understandable. It was like our
wedding day again!”

We can look ahead with wonder
and awe and great joy. We feel deeply

touched by our experience and feel
the unmistakable call to share it with
you, our Encounter family, so that you
will know some of the beauty that is
there in the deaf in your community.
Reach out to them. You will be
rewarded a hundredfold. 8

(Questions? Contact Sharon & Bob
DeWitt, 2914 Sunset Boulevard,
Houston, Texas 77005 -- 713-667-2027

|

This is Sharon’s letter from the “Our World Today” talk—she writes to Bob as her “strength”—illustrates feelings of
isolation, lonliness, frustration and burden. The numbers indicate intensity of feeling on a scale of 1 — 10.
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