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With Lovet

In less than two months the familY
gathers  -  p ra ise  the  Lord !  Our
m e m o r i e s  o f  o u r  K e n t  S t a t e
Convention are as fresh and alive in us
today as they have been all Year. We
can hardly wait to see so many of you.

At Kent it once took us over two hours
to- get from one end of that small
campus to the other; the hugs and
k i s s e s  a n d  a l l  t h e  3 0  s e c o n d
conversations were incredible. What a
way to live - surrounded by people of
deep love and joy. Just thinking about
this coming convention in Los Angeles
gives us goose bumPs.

Our four chi ldren can' t  wait .
Standing before 15,000 of you last year
has had a tremendous effect on their
lives. Finally they saw your faces and
felt your embraces. That's what they
needed to understand what we are
about in our apostolate and how they
fit into it. Mark, Todd, Chris, Megan
and Mom are our first communitY.
When they experienced You at Kent
State, they too gained a vision and a
dream for what could be. From the
soft tears of our 12 year old who was
touched by experiencing his Mom and
Dad speaking what theY believed, to
our 6 year old who is so shY and Yet
loved every one of the thousand hugs
she got in those two and a half daYs.
We'll never be the same. We're still
trying to convince both Moms to
stand before you tooffer you their love
and support, but we're not counting
on it - they're both humble and
unaccustomed to spectacular events.
But we'll keep trying. Since the Kent
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from Tom, Jayne & Fr. Bob
convention we have never heard one
single question or complaint about
what we do - all they neededtodowas
experience you in flesh and blood and
love.

If you haven't made Your final Plans
to be with us at the University of Sou-
thern California, Please do so. We
need you. There's something magical
and spiritual about these family ga-

therings that can't be described, only

experienced. If you have alreadY
finalized your plans for your trip back
home to Los Angeles, PraY that the
Holy Spirit fill all of us with jov and
hope in these final days of preparation.
This will be, we're sure, one of the
milestone events in our Worldwide
Marriage Encounter historY and we
want to see and embrace as manY of

our family as we can at this love-in.
You will be amazed at the work that
has been done to prepare for you and
your families - from magicians with a
g o s p e l  m e s s a g e  t o  a  " d e e p e r "

experiencd for all of us as couples and
religious. The capacity of our people
to dream great dreams and actually
pull them off never ceases to amaze us.

Until we hold you in August, please
believe that we love you and pray for
us. Your life with one another and
your lolve continues to be a prophecy
to  the  church  and a  source  o f
i n s p i q a t i o n  f o r  a l I  q f  y s .  K e e p
dialoguing, keep loving,and keep
serving the Church. We love you with
enthusiasm and hope today.

In Him who loves you best,

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT
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National News

The Son Francisco CommunitY of
Worldwide Marriage Encounter has
s t a r t e d  a  n e w  p r o g r a m  c a l l e d
" V o c a t i o n  A w a r e n e s s . "  E v e r Y
T h u r s d a y ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t Y  o f
thousands will be sacrificing, fasting
and praying for the intention of gaining
vocations for the priesthood and
religious orders, especially in their
Archdiocese. They know that the
need has never been so great and the
call for their prayers never so urgent.
A list of names and the sacrifices was
made and sent to their ArchbishoP
and the Archdiocesan Vocational
Director' 

*****

In the Soufhern Son Froncisco
a r e a ,  o n e  M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r
community recently held a sPecial
"Marriage Liturgy," at Transfiguration
Church. At the entrance to the church
an altar cloth was made available for
all married couples to personalize
with their names. This cloth was then
presented  a t  the  o f fe r to rY.  The
liturgy included renewal of marriage
vows, reading a homily by encoun-
tered couples and music by "Mass

Confusion". A reception followed in
the overflow room; all were invited to
share in a delicious tiered wedding
cake and other goodies. An extra
attraction was the continual showing
of the "Love tP".,.._*o; a large screen.

In the Northern Son Froncisco
a r e a ,  S t .  A n t h o n y ' s  C h u r c h
community held a "Parish Day." Fr.
Gene Tyson, a team Priest, was guest
speaker for all the homilies given that
day. He talked about Worldwide
Marriage Encounter. CouPles from
the Nouofo communitY also sPoke at
the end of each homilY on what
Marriage Encounter had meant in
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the i r  l i ves ,  and they  inv i ted  the
parishioners to make a weekend.
Marriage Encounter brochures were
placed in allthe prayer books and in all
the pews. Encountered couples were
at each exit to answer questions. They
hope to  have a  par ish  weekend
shortlY' 

*****

Ken & Bonn ie  Cra ig ,  o f  Son
Froncl'sco, has an article on marriage
published in the February 28 issue of
t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  M o n i t o r .  I t
presented our views on marriage to
the entire Bay Area community. They
have a lso  wr i t ten  an  ar t i c le  on
E n g a g e d  E n c o u n t e r  a n d  a r e
presenting a monthly or bi-weekly
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  W o r l d w i d e
Marriage u""Ti:'..

The Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter community of Neu.r Englond held
its first convention on March 22.Over
one thousand couples, Priests amd
rel igious gathered from Maine,
Mossochuseffes and Rhode lsland.
The one day gathering focused on the
renewal of the weekend experience
and a day "t t":.::._..veries.

Jewish Marr iage Encounter of
Califa:rnia will hold its third annual
convention in Soufhern California on
June 14, 15 & 16. The site will be
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t Y  a t
Northridge, in Los Angeles. The
theme is "A Gift oJ*lou"."

Fr. Ed Murry tells us that Bishop
J a m e s  H i c k y  o f  t h e  C l e u e l a n d
Diocese received a request from Pope
John Paul II. Our Holy Father wanted
a report on the effectiveness of

& Lynn Pignataro

various programs in the Cleveland
area including Marriage Encounter.
Fr. Ed was happy to report that 2,783
couples were encountered during
1979, and that was double the number
encountered t 

llll.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
couples and priests working in the
Charlotte, N.C. Diocesan Family Life
Commission are helping in a special
p r o g r a m  t o  g e n e r a t e  p a r i s h
awareness for the Year of the Family -
1980. Fr. Neil Tobin, Darrel & Lila
Glark le r  and John & Kath leen
Burkhardt are helping carry out a year
long prayer vigil. It began with Mass
celebrated by Bishop Begley on the
Feast of the Holy Family in 1979. Each
week for the year 1980, a different
parish willbe responsible for praying.
A statue of the Holy Family, a Book for
Written Intentions and a filmstrip
"Sounds of the Family" will progress
from parish to parish with the vigil.
The year of prayer willconclude with a
liturgy at St. Patrick's Cathedral on
December rt, tl.tl;.

The success of the Prison Raps on
"Marriage" held last year in Akron,
Ohio for women prisoners at Summit
County Jail prompted a request by
Arlette Brown of Inmate Services to
ask for preparation of a program on
" P e r s o n a l  G r o w t h . "  T h e  f o u r
encountered couples, including Joe &
Bernie Diarker, who worked on the
f i r s t  t w o  e v e n i n g  s e r i e s  w i t h
presentations on Self, Relationships,
Communication and Marriage, were
pleased and excited by the warm
response of the participating women
inmates. The team sees the weekend
concepts as valid and successful when
used in other ministries. Meetings are

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



now being held to gather input that
can be used in the new series, after
which the sort ing and simpl i fy ing
process, preparing handouts and
writing the presentations'outlines can
begin.

Last December, Rhode /slond put
on a unique recruiting campaign led by
Jim & Janet Sullivan, Rhode Island
Coordinators. Nearly three hundred
and fifty couples signed up for the
weekend. Even more important than
the number of couples, according to
Jim & Janet, is the openness that the
elfort created in the Diocese and the
parishes.

It all began in early December when
Jim & Janet met with Bishop Louis E.
Gelineau. They talked to him about
who we are as Worldwide Marriage
Encounter. They told him of the value
we put on couple love, the family and
the  g i f t  we see in  each pr ies t ' s
vocation. They touched Bishop Gei-
neau so deeply that he decidedto help
Marriage Encounter in the Diocese.

He wrote a Pastoral Letter to all
parishes inthe Providence Diocese to
be read at each Mass on Holy Name
Sunday, December 30. In that letter
Bishop Gelineau said,

"We live in the midst of a society
whose goals are pleasure, comfort and
independence. The pursuit of these
goals is deteriorating many of our
family values.

I  be l ieve  tha t  mar r iage is  the
foundation and the key to a strong
family life. The Catholic marriage
shou ld  be  one tha t  con t inua l l y
e n h a n c e s  t h e  l o v e ,  t r u s t  a n d
conf idence between husband and
wife.

Therefore, I am taking this occasion
to urge all Catholic marriages to make
a Marriage Encounter Weekend.....

This weekend can be a freeing
experience which releases the couple
from individualism, consumerism and
pressures imposed by the modern
world.. . .

A Marriage Encounter Weekend
can be a positive experience which
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reinforces Cathol ic marr iage and
family values."

The Sullivans followed up their
Bishop's letter with a personal letter to
each pastor asking him to consider
allowing a couple to speak at each
Mass on Holy Family Sunday on the
value of the Weekend. They then
asked Marriage Encounter couples to r
make that Sunday special in their
p a r i s h e s  b y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o
coordinate coffee hours after Mass,
hold follow-up parish-wide informa-
tion nights and so on.

Jin & Janet also prepared a news
release to advertise the event. Both
the Sun and the Prouidence Visitor
carried outstanding stories on the
recruiting effort.

The results of Jim & Janet's efforts
are only beginning to be felt. The
Bishop's letter was read during Mass
at nearly all of the one hundred and
sixty-five parishes in the Providence
Diocese. Eighty percent of the pastors
a l l o w e d  M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r
brochures to be attached to their
bulletins. Fifty percent of the pastors
allowed couples to talk at the Masses.
In addition to the three hundred and
fifty couples signed up, more priests
will now make a weekend in the first
six months of 1980 then made aweek-
end in the last two years.

Jim & Janet are not through yet.
They have helped the Diocese oI Fall
R i v e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e f f s  a n d  t h e
Archdiocese of Bosfon put on similar
recruiting efforts. And, they are now
working with the Archdiocese of Neu,,
York and some other New England
Dioceses to arrange similar events.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter of
Greater Philadelphia held its annual
Family reunion at Cardinal O'Hara
High School on March 1, 1980.

John Cardinal Krol celebrated the
Eucharist with twenty-three hundred
couples, priests and sisters. He told us
to Love one another first and reach
out from there. The Philadelphia
coordinators, Bill & Maryanne Boylan
and Fr. John McBride, offered our
help to the Cardinaland sealed it with

a kiss and a single white rose, a symbol
o f  our  hope fo r  a  s t rong fami ly
relationship. Father Chuck Gallagher
was a featured guest speaker at the
Family gathering. A special treat was
the presence of Fr. John Reily, en-
countered ten years and still going
strong.

Ninety presenting teams from the
five county area shared on topics
t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e
convention. "We are called to be one
family." The convention committee
d i d  a  t e r r i f i c  j o b ,  p l a n n i n g  a
spontaneous day, under the power
and guidance of the Spirit

R e c r u i t i n g  i s  o n  t h e  r o a d  i n
Philadelphia thanks to the efforts of
the Philadelphia County Community,
headed up by George & Barbra Hee.
Wi th  money co l lec ted  f rom the
community, they had five billboards
p r i n t e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  M a r r i a g e
Encounter logo and the words:

A good lamily
starts with a
great marriage
Inuest a weekend
to make yours great.

The first billboard appeared May 1st
near the Philadelphia International
Airport. The rest will be put up as
monev to rent,::.::-* is raised.

T h e  W i c h i f o  C o m m u n i t y  o f
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
planning a weekend for couples fifty
years of age and up who are young at
heart. It is scheduled for May 3O-June
1 at the St. Joseph Family Life Center
in El Dorado, Konsos. This is a great
opportunity for many older couples
who would feelmore comfortable with
their own age group.

On February 29 and March 1, the
Executive Board of the Neu., York
Southern Tier area had an overnight
retreat. The purpose of the retreat
was to build an awareness of the
community both as a board and as the
Church family.
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Fingerpr in ts

of

O u r

Father

September 76, 1979, a beautiful
Sunday morning, George, mybeloved
h u s b a n d  o f  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  d i e d
unexpectedly, quickly and easily at
home, with the family present. I was
left behind, a widow at 37 with three
daughters to raise. The World's Plan
says that so happy and loving a
couple, so vital and beautiful a man
should not die at age 43. It was a big
change, a big challenge-yet God has
a plan. A quotation keeps coming to
me, "God tempers the wind to the
shorn lamb." We were prepared,
George and I, for that day-and for
what has come since. I wasn't always
aware of it at the moments when God
touched me and us, but lookingbackl
can see His fingerprints so clearly.

Where to start? George and I met in
Arizona my first day of college. I had
fled the East Coast to find out how
other people lived. George had gone
south from Chicago. I was very
a t t r a c t e d  t o  G e o r g e ' s  d e e p
appeciation for life. He had come close
to dying from a serious illness at eigh-
teen and ever since that time seemed
to appreciate life more than I ever
kew how. We dated, became engaged,
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and after three years we were married.
Looking back at a later time, we
a g r e e d  w e  w e r e  b e y o n d  t h e
"Romance" stage and already into
disillusionment when we married. We
limped along for ten years, George
working hard and enjoying the outlet
of barber-shop singing and I struggling
with the children and the home, going
through the motions but feeling a large
void inside. But the Father's handwas
present even as we experienced that
pain and disillusionment.

One Saturday I was reading the
religion section of the newspaper and
saw a small article about Marriage
Encounter. It talked about people
leading "married singles" lives and
said that Marriage Encounter taught
couples how to grow more as couples.
I showed the article to George and
although we knew nothing about the
program and had fears about what we
might be getting into, we decided to
go.

That weekend almost seven years
ago was a time when the Father left
m a n y  f i n g e r p r i n t s .  W e  w e r e
transformed by His touch. For the first
time we were able to listen to each

other without all the judgements that
had cluttered and tarnished our
relationship. We experienced a trust
and openness that was the beginning
of  a  s t rong foundat ion  fo r  our
relationship. I encountered my poor
self image for the first time and
realized that I couldn't possibly love
George because I didn't love myself.

The Father touched our spiritual
natures as well. The Catholic couples
and priest sharing so deeply with us on
that weekend enkindled a hope that
we too could find a church home that
would bring God into our everyday
lives together. Through their witness
and commitment to their faith they
strengthened our commitment to
ours. The vulnerability and openness
of the priest opened our eyes to the
very special gift of priesthood in the
Catholic Church, the total commit-
ment to the people of God and a
decision for selfless living.

We left our weekend with a total
commitment to each other and to our
dialogue which we knew held the key
for us. We understood clearly that the
Father had given our relat ioship
another chance, that He had not given

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



"God Tempers

the Wind
to the

Marriage Encounter work, each year
taking time for another weekend to
find still more areas to explore, share
and grow. There were ups and downs
but like a spiral there was a definite
upward movement. Our last weekend
together was a "Retorno." How well I
remember the excitement in George's
eyes and voice as he shared with me
how alive and realJesus had become
to him through the experience of the
weekend.

Th lough our  love  the  Father
touched our children who were all
young at the time of our weekend.
They became able to share their
feelings within the family and were
excited when the opportunity came to
share our Family's love through giving
"Family Weekend Experience." We
worked together as a family unit and
the chi ldren loved present ing the
weekends and the closeness we felt to
the other families.

I can look back at the last year of
George's life and see that it was almost
as if he had a checklist of things to
accomplishand bythe time he died, he
had completed all of his work on this
earth's plane and had to move on.

Bari Conover

George became very aware that year
of God's hand in his life, feeling His
presence vividly and almost daily at
work, experiencing the Christ-nature
of his co-workers and clients.

For my part, as I look back I see that
I too picked up on George's intensity.
During that last year together I was
able to finally release the attitudes that
had in te r fe r red  w i th  our  sexua l
relationship and we enjoyed a whole
new freedom in that area. I also let go
of  remnants  o f  judgements  and
opinions that had made our early
years so difficult and reflected to
George a true picture of his Christ
naturb. I agreed to go on a family ski
trip which George had been wanting
to do for years but I had kept putting
off. Wehad a wonderful time and none
o f  m y  n e g a t i v e  e x p e c t a t i o n s
materialized. Six weeks before he
died, the Father gave George an
opportunity to bid his beloved high
school friends farewell at his 25th class
reunion. I enjoyed watching George
lovingly embrace old friends and I
know now tha t  the  Father  was
preparing him for his impending
death. At the end of the evening
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Shorn Lamb"

up but had a stake and belief in our
new and tender love for one another.
As we dialogued daily our level of trust
and openness with each other grew.
Each dialogue added strength to our
foundation. We worked everyday on
our decisions to love and soon they
were becoming easier to make and
our relationship was in less conflict.
Encounter was very new to Houston
and we wanted to help and be involved
in any way we could. There was plenty
to do and the Houston community
welcomed our involvement. Our great
love was rookie renewal and dialogue
workshops-anything that streng-
thened dialogue. We went towork on
my poor self-image. George spent
many late hours gently and patiently
listening to me share what it was like
when I felt like 'Junk" and hated
myself.lntellectually I knew I was a
child of God but my feelings and
attitudes told me something else. The
Father encouraged me through the
painful process of rebirth into a new
and vital consciousness about myself
and with George at my side I emerged
victorious.

For six years we continued in our

JUNE 1980



George was feeling exhilarated but
part of him was sad as he shared with
me that he though he would probably
never see any of those friends again.
As the year passed, our friendships
intensified, our prayer life deepened,
so many ways things were readied for
the new life we were approaching.

The Father's presence in our daily
dialogue enabled us to share allof our
feelings; there were no words left
unsaid, no joys or fears unshared and
no forgiveness uriasked. A specialgift
was the many times we had dialogued
on death over the years, each time
getting a lettle deeper. Less that a
week before George died we had
shared on "What is heaven to me and
HDTMMF?" What peacefulness I felt
as I read back over that loveletter from
George and knew of his joy at the
prospect of heaven! We had also
shared our requests for burial so that I
was able to make my decisions clearly
and easily, knowing that George's
wishes were being carried out. We
decided as a family to take George's
ashes to our cabin in the woods where
we had spent many close weekends
and scatter them there. Each of our
children participated in the service as
well as our friends and the specialness
and right feeling of that shared time is
warmly remembered.

Our last evening together was a very
special last gift from the Father to our
couple relationship. Fr. Tom Morrow
c a m e  t o  H o u s t o n  a n d  g a v e  a n
Ecumenical Renewal. In response to
the evenings' questions and sharings
we were encouraged to look at our
relationship before and after the
weekend and see in what areas we had
grown. George and I revelled in how
amazingly far we had come, how truly
beautiful and wondrous our love had
become.

I look at the sixteen years together,
and especially the last six, and see so
many gift George brought into my life.
He held up the goal to live each day as
though it were our last. He lived his life
to the fullest and as a result, mine was
full, too. He was a tender and giving
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fa ther  and gave to  each o f  our
daughters a vitality and strength they
will take forward into the rest of their
lives.

The foundation for my acceptance
and understanding of George's death
is in the intensity and beauty of our life
together. I do have times of fear and
loneliness but I awaken each day with
an expectation of the good and love
that will enter my life through many
different channels. I know George is
not gone-sometimes I feel him near. I
think of him as having transitioned to a
new plane of existence. There are no
regrets haunting me and this is a
source of inner peace and strength,
knowing that we loved each other as
fully as possible in the time we had
together.

I feelso loved by friends, especially
those in the Marr iage Encounter
Community. I need married couples
and priests to reflect back my beauty
and to reaffirm the Father's never-
ending love for me. Being asked to
share these thoughts with you has
been another example of the Father's
touch. It has helped me to write and
share. I invite you to begin today a
search to seek out the barriers that
cause you to put off living each day
with each other as though it were your
last. Live more fully with an awareness
of the preciousness of your t ime
together. The Father is there; He
wants to touch you and leave His
loving fingerprints. Be open to his
touch. Please accept this invitation as
my gift of love. tl

(IJ
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"And, in This Corner,

weekend when we were encouraged
to fight - but to fight fair and to fight for
both of us, not for one of us.

It was there we discovered the
importance of fighting - that it cleared
the  a i r ,  tha t  i t  was  a  means o f
communication, that it indicated that
we trusted in our relationship enough
to be oble to fight, that we were real

enough to each other to "let it allhang
out." So we fought. But we are still
appalled at how much a loving, kind,
humorous, generous couple like us

can hurt each other. The smalldetail
we discovered was that we didn't
know hour to fight. We didn't know
what to fight about or what not to fight
about, when and how to begin it, and
above all, how to end it.

We fight about how high to turn up
the thermostat, who's going to make
that awku,ard phone call, whether to
prune the hedge or let it grow wild,
how to get where we're driving to,
whether we should charge gasoline or
pay cash for it, and who's going to
walk the dog before we go to bed. We
don't fight about the tensions in the air
at dinner time, how we plan to spend
o r  s a v e  o u r  m o n e y ,  G o d ,  o u r
approaches to rearing our children,
our apostolate or the big and little
talents in our home. No way willwe
tackle any of those - those are too all
encompassing, too sacred, (how do
we go about fighting about God?), or
too laughable, (what would we fight
about about those big and l i t t le
talents?). And so the tensions remain
while Jerry counts to ten under his
breath, the taboos and misunder-
standings remain, because I don't dare
to interfere in his relationship with
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Weighing | 46 Pounds.....

Jerry and Tippy Case

I never saw my parents fight. I lived
with them for twenty-six years, and
never was there a trace of disagree-
ment shown in front of me. Now I'm
sure they did fight - heaven help us.
Imag ine  go ing  twenty -s ix  years
without some decent amoun.t of
having at it. But anyway, to me, at
twenty-six and getting married, there
was one thing I kneur about husbands
and wives who had it together. They
didn't fight!

Tippy and I had our first fight
seventeen days after we were married.
A biggie. Yelling, pouting and silence -

over a uery important matter too.
Was it OKforoneof ustobegineating
breakfast before the other one sat
down? Heavy! But it was an awfully
confusing thing to me, and I know for
Tippy too. What did this mean? Were
we in big trouble, or were my parents
extraordinary, or weird or shams?The
effect on us was mostly that we didn't
dare to fight untilit was too late. By the
time it blew, it was nine or ten on the
Richter scale and stored up fury was
flying all over the place.

It went that way for thirteen years,
u n t i l  o u r  M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r
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If You'd Rather
Fight Than
Switch-

God, and the distance remains as we
each make our own plans, have our
own dreams, and find fulfillment from
our own big and little talents.

One big drawback for us is that we
don't know when to fight. We still
seem to wait too long, let resentments
build too much. lt seems so obvious
that something is building - let's say I
walk away from a discussion Tippy is
having with one of the kids about
homework. (too unpleasant a matter
for thatcoolsophisticate Jerry Case to
get involved in). And let's say I do it
again two nights later. Now I knour
Tippy isn't thrilled with me; Tippy
knows the same thing. Butweletitgo,
the first time, the second time, the
third time and the tenth time. And
then BOOM! The fat is on the fire. We
knew about it all along, and with a lot
of misplaced goodness on each of our
parts, kept thinking to ourselves,
"This will pass, this will go away, let it
slide, keep the peace." That certainly
doesn't work, which we already knew,
but why do we keep thinking and
hoping that it willthis time? We seem
unable to walk down a hill together;we
insist on falling off the cliff.

We seem to have no viable platform
from which to start. You mustn't fight
during dialogue time, (the sticker will
fall off your car). A discussion is
supposed to be a discussion - a sharing
of viewpoint,,yes., but civilly and with a
certain calm control of self - and that
isn't a {ight. You don't fight during a
peaceful, comfortable silence during a
good time. It seems wretched to put
down the book I'm quietly reading and
yes, "Oh yes, I want to have a heated
exchange about the state of the
checkbook."

We seem to have no good opening
gambits at all. "l've been meaning to
speak with you about...." sounds like a
bad movie. We've tried hard to curb
criticism, but don't seem sure of what
c o n s t i t u t e s  c r i t i c i s m  a n d  w h a t
qualifies as a fight starter. You can't
start  an argument about feel ings,
( "What  do  you mean,  you fee l
used...."). We don't know who the
patron saint of fighting is, so we can't
evoke his help. (Actually, I just ltnou.r
it's a her!) Just how do you start? We
don't seem to know, and so by the
t ime we begin what we think is
maneuvers, we're already at Pearl
Harbor.

We each have our favorite weapons
to hurl at each other, and even as we
sit here writing, I find it very hard to
admit that these things ore weapons I
use. The first is my feelings. I resort to
feelings when I fight - I take refuge in
them when I don't know where else to
go. It isn't important to the discussion
that I feel "hurt" or "betrayed;" I'm not
trying to reach out to Jerry or have
him discover an additionalpiece of me
- I'm using my feelings to distract him,
to  pun ish  h im,  to  w in .  Another
weapon I use is side issues. A picture
of one of our arguments would look
like a gnarled old apple tree, with all
sorts of branches twisting out. When I
feel trapped by Jerry's logic on one
issue I beat a quick retreat and branch
off to something else where I have a
better chance of winning. My object is
to confuse, to win at least a half
victory, and to get back on ground
where I feel safer, more sure of myself.
When all else fails, I become the
martyr. I give up. I stop attacking and

: , .

Then you need
"\UWME's Rules

for Fighting"
Eddie & Marie Las Vegas say

that before buying the rules, "we

always switched to that peace at
any price routine. But now we
fight."

Well, thanks for the endorse-
ment Marie & Eddie,

Now, here's a few of the rules:

1. Decide to fight
2. Stick to the subject, but

make sure you know what it
is.

3. Fight fair.
4. No name calling allowed.
5. Don't bring up past history.

Anything older than 48 hours is
ancient.

6. Hold hands while fighting.
7. Finish the fight. (No rushing to

the bathroom in tears if you're
losing.)

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



make sure he sees how mean he's
b e e n ,  h o w  u n f a i r ,  h o w  h a r s h .
Sometimes it's tears that become the
weapon, sometimes silence. But in
any case, the message I give is, "how

con you!"

I t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v i r t u a l l y
impossible to grow up in the Bronx in
the Forties and not have an excellent
command of the vulgarities of the
English language. Here I am now, a
Suffolk suburbanite of the Eighties -
intelligent, successful, encountered,
Catholic and dialogued - yet stillfalling
back, all too quickly, on profanity as a
weapon. (lf you don't know better,
why you might even think I was losing
the argument. Ridiculous!) I suppose I
don't really believe in holding hands
while fighting, but if only I could learn
to hold my tongue.

M y  f a v o r i t e  w e a p o n  i s  c o l d ,
calculated logic. I never say, "As any
fool can plainly see....," but there
really isn't any need to. It drips from
my tongue. I fight as if I was in the
State Finals of the Great Debate -
point one, point two, subscript A,
footnote F - a litany of points so fine

that Eversharp would be proud to own
them. Captain Nit picks again.

There are elements of fighting that
we still don't know what to do about,
after years of dialogue, openness and
reaching out. Maybe they're all the
same thing in different words. One is
pr ide ,  o r  i s  i t  de fens iveness  or
superiority or a poor self image? I
know I wear a very high belt when it
comes to criticism. Jerry seldom really
criticizes me - and I know he has to
have some kinds of means to offer
suggestions, to complain about things
that are bothering him, or to give me
advise. But unless he does it just right,
I  t a k e  a n y  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a s
confirmation that I've failed again,
and I can feel the coldness gathering
behind my eyes and the prickers
erupting all over my skin.

Another is how to listen - how to
stop taking the words that are so
easily flung at face value, and to read
between the lines at what's not being
said, at the fears and doubts and
longing being expressed. We each
tend to listen for what we want to hear
and with ourselves at the center

instead of the other one.
Lastly, we're afraid of fighting. We

d o n ' t  t r u s t  t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  c a n
communicate that way, and we fear
that this time we'll go too far, really
hurt each other and never be the same
again. So we opt for peace at any
price, and when we fight, it's to win - to
hurt, rather than to build.

We aren't trying to create too bleak
a  p i c t u r e .  W e  d o  h a v e  s o m e
constructive fights, and we do work
very hard at it, because wedo love on'e
another, and trust one another. But it
is alarming how quickly we revert to
the stormy silence of no fight at all, to
the tempestuous, hurtful extremes of
destructive fighting. There's a lot of
hope for us - because we do care - and
a lot of hope for all of us, because allof
us care. But, it is hard - hard to fight
without want ing might i ly to win,
sometimes hard to f ight without
wanting desperately for the other to
lose. Those are the awful faults we see
in one another, which gives us all the
more reason to try harder. We haue
learned a lot, and when we do try, we
do have some success. 

I

LNING ROOM RAP
1. Do I think fighting is good for us?

2. How do our fights support our relationship?

3. How do our fights hinder our relationship?

4. What is the affect on us of our fighting or not fighting?

5. What is the area we most fight about?

6. What do our fights tell us about our relationship?

HDIFA making plans together to talk about a prickly subject?
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1
Worldwide
Marr iage
Encou nter

1 980
Internat ional
Convent ion
University of
Southern Cal i forn ia

Overview
of the
Convent ion
Weekend

Friday: "When two or
more gather......."

This is a day for our people
to come together from around
the world and rejoice in the
specialness of our relation-
ship to one another. lt is a
celebration of the strength
and beauty of our Church and
of our Marriage Encounter
family that binds each of us
together in love. lt is a sign to
the world of our commitment
to the values of married l ife,
family l i fe and religious l ife in
this Decade of the 1980's.

The convention begins on
Filday evening, August 8, at 8
PM with the opening ceremo-
n i e s  i n  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s
Memorial Sports Arena and
includes a keynote address
and Parade of Nations. The
liturgy will be celebrated by
H i s  E m i n e n c e  C a r d i n a l
T i mothy M anning, Arch bishop
o f  Los  Ange les ,  and  the
homily will be given by Fr.
E d w a r d  F a r r e l l ,  a  n o t e d
lecturer and author. The day
will end at approximately 11
P.M.

Saturday: "And the
t w o  s h a l l  b e c o m e
one.. . . . . "

This is a day for couples,
Marr iage Encounter  couples
of  the |980's .  We' l l  take a
challenging look at who we
a r e  a s  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,
husbands and wives, fathers

and mother, as we enter this
Decade of the Family. What
pressures are eroding our
dreams and visions, and how
are we facing them? This is a
d a y  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d
affirmation for each couple,
priest and religious whose
desire it is to l ive out the
concepts of their weekend.
This is a day of reality and
hope, of laughter and tears; a
day to shout with joy as our
u n i q u e  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e
Kingdom continues for each
of us.

T h e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  a n d
welcome on Saturday mor-
ning, August 9, begin at 8:30
AM on the camDus .of the
U n i v e r s i t y  o l  S o u t h e r n
California. The program has
been designed to provide a
special experience for every
couple, priest and religious,
and everyone will follow a
common schedule. You will
s p e n d  t h e  d a y  w i t h  o n e
p r e s e n t i n g  t e a m  i n  o n e
location, eliminating the need
to  scu r r y  a round  campus
looking for your next talk or
s h a r i n g  l o c a t i o n .  P i c n i c
lunches and dinners will be
eaten on campus. This unique
experience builds on itself
throughout the day leading to
a joyful liturgy on Saturday
evening in the Los Angeles
Memorial Sports Arena. The
day will end at approximately
9 PM, allowing plenty of time
to  re tu rn  home fo r  some
sharing and a good night's
s/eep.
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