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With Lovcl

from Tom, Jayne & Fr. Bob
Dearest Family...

So often we sit and wonder about
you. It seems so unfair that you hear
so often about us and the kids andthe
Nans, and we know so little about you.

We pray for you every daY but we wish
we knew you well enough PersonallY
to know specifically what to pray for.
Welll have to be satisfied with the
hunger to know - at least for now.

We are very mucH aware latelY how
the Lord continues to bless us and
take care of us. Although we are out-
going as a couple 4nd a familY, we
often find it difficult to reach out to
people who really need our [ove. The
Lord's way for us is to bring'them to us
instdad. Our home is tinv but filled
with a lot of joy and love. There are so
rirany children (too" manY to keeP
things clean and in order, Nan saYs)
iryho are part'of our farnily circle. We
hdve'the worst basketball net in the
neighborhood and our drivewaY has
tob r4any cracks in it to be able to
diibbli? well, but it's always filled with
kids. I,ast night a young boy who's 10
ran diwn all out of breath (he only left
us 20 minutes before) to tell us his Dad
was coming to take him camping and
travelling for three weeks. He hasn't
seen his Dad since he was 4 and he?s
thrilled and afraid at the same time. He
came to us to share his good news and
to hold and kiss each one of us and ask
us to miss him...and PraY for him.

Sometimes we forget how much our
love is needed and how many consider
us to be their farnily. If this little man
could show his love and affection for
his dad even one-tenth of what he
shows us, he'll bring new life to his
father.

There's another young man who
has entered and had a Powerful effect
upon our family. We met his mother in
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Texas and she was worried about him.
He's 26 and after a sort of wild youth
and a few turbulent years of the Navy,
he was brought back to the Lord.
Having grown up in a Catholic family,
he realized recently that he needed to
belong more to his own people -

those of his own faith community.
He's been spending several days a
week withus -eating, playing, loving,
praying. He is like a joy{illed breath of
fresh air. We all love him - especially
the two Nana's, and he loves us. Once
again we wonder how the Lord could
love us so much that he continues to
shower us with His people.

We have to stop now; once we get
started talking to you we could just go
on and on. But Dick and Cindy and
the kids and the Spirit Staff keep
warning us not to get too long - or
they'll cut our pictures out. God love
them! They work so hard and they're
so patient.

We sometimes wish our loveletter
to you were more profound and in-
spiring, but all we have to offer you all
is the story of our life. We are a blessed
family full of love and we can hardly
wait to See who God sends to us next.
He hap always managed to send us the
people who were able to minister to us
and bring life to us more than we to
them.

The ever-present realization for me,
Father Bob, these days is that any
attempt at leadership in the Church is
completely bankrupt for me and
empty if I don't come to my people
with a ceaseless prayerfulness cen-
tered in praise of our Father and a
courageous trust that I have to be as
completely and joyfully present to'
bringing life to the relationships that
are part of me here and now.

Praise.the Lord! It's great to be
alive. Thank you, Father, for allowing
us to stand in your presgnce and serve
you. Dear ones, we love you. Thanks
for listening. You will be in our prayers
every day.

With all of this we never cease to be

Wheir tie are crazy in love with one
another and livi4s close, every other
relation'ship around us seems to be
eflected by how'iwe are with one
another. It's more evident to us than
ever before that our relationship and
our sacraments as matr imonial
couplbs a1e being'called forth and de-
pendbd upon more than ever in the
recent history of our Church. Isn't it
great to be alive and serving dyggts
this era! b6

Editors' Not e : Soi ry' Toml. i any e & F r. Bob. W e w arn E y ou .
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National News

Parish Renewal Weekend

The Parishof Cristo ReY inLonstng
Michigan participated in a "Parish

Renewal Weekend" the weekend of
February 8-10. The weekend is a type
of "mission" in which parishioners
come together to learn about their
Catholic faith, the scriptures and the
meaning of "community." Seventy-
five parishioners from 50 families took
part in the weekend which helPed
make the first anniversary of the re-
establishment of the parish of Cristo
Rev.

The Parish Renewal Weekend was
developed by a team headed by Fr.
Chuck Gallagher. The purpose of the
weekend is  to  deve lop  a  be t te r
understanding of the richness and
depth of the Catholic heritage. There
is a very forceful emphasis on the need
for "reconciliation" between priests
and people. Many past "wounds" are
healed through a process which brings
out the privacy of the individual and
the need for being at peace with ones
brothers and sisters. During the
course of the weekend there is an
opportunity for confession, a renewal
of baptismal vows and a very moving
ceremony of "reconfirmation."

I n  a c c o r d  w i t h  P o P e  P a u l ' s
encyclical, the process of Evangeliza-
t ion begins with the evangel ized
themselves. Formed as a PeoPle, fed
by his body and nourished bY his
word, they are called to procalim that
faith to others. Evangelization and
faith sharing is a very strong and clear
theme throughout SundaY of the
RenewalWeekend.

The Parish Renewal Weekend has
been given in various parts of the
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United States and Europe over the
P a s t t w o Y e a r " * * * * *

Unit Convention

A crowd of about 350 couples
gathered at Kennedy High Schoolin
Western Washington to attend their
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Unit
Convention in March. Fr. Joe Small
SJ gave the Friday night keynote
address. The Saturday workshops
were followed by an evening liturgy
celebrated by Bishop Nicoles E.
Walsh and Fr. Tom Vandenberg, ME
pr ies t -modera tor .  Tacoma team
coordinators Dick & Carol Colleron
and Seattle team coordinators Pete &
Nancy  Wr igh t  gave the  Sunday
morning group session on Trust,
Openness  and Mutua l  Dec is ion
Making as they relate to the couple
and to the family. The conventionwas
a growth experience for everyone
P r e s e n t '  

* * * * *

Big Growth from Small Diocese

Worldwide Marr iage Encounter
continues to grow inthesmall Wichita
Diocese which is only 107" Catholic.
Each month s€es uP to five weekends
plus two weekends a month for
Engaged Encounter. All weekends are
held in the newly remodeled St.
Joseph's Family Life Center which
Bishop Maloney recently extended so
that it now has forty six private rooms,
each with a new queen size bed, two
padded arm chairs, table and writing
desk. To date over $260,000.00 has
been spent by the Diocese on the
remodelling and refinishing program.

With two more priests having made
deeper weekends in April, the number
of team priests has risen to 15 out of a
possible 103 diocesan priests.

Credit for much of the expansion
must go to seventy-year old Father
Frank Hay who is retired from parish
l i fe and has developed a novel
recru i t ing  p lan .  On an  ass igned
weekend, Father Frank goes to a
designated parish. Little cards and
pencils are placed in each pew. The
card reads "l am interested in more
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  M a r r i a g e
Encounter" and the person signs his
name, address and phone number.
After a dynamic sales talk, with not
too veiled references to the romance
to be re-enkindled on the weekend,
Father invites the couples to sign the
cards. That afternoon a team of
e n c o u n t e r e d  c o u p l e s  c a l l s  o n
everyone who signed a card.

The largest number of cards signed
at one parish has been 110. One parish
netted 68 couples who signed up for
weekends. An Aprilvisit to McConnell
Air Base chapel resulted in 30% of the
couples signing cards. All but five had
picked their date for a weekend by
that Sunday night and those five are
also committed to go. Every weekend
visit to a parish has netted at least one
couple who had not attended Church
regularly but just happened to be at
that Mass.. .and just happened to
return to Church permanently after
the weekend.

Father Frank will be glad to share
his experience with anyone who cares
to call him at 316-327-4433. While he
had not confined this apostolate to his
home State, his age and health have
not permitted him to accept too many

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



out-of-state invitations.
Another project of Father Frank's is

the Young at Heart weekend held the
weekend of May 30 in El Dorado,
Konsos. Since Father has given over
sixty weekends, he was the team
priest on this weekend which is
reserved for those over fifty. Most of
the couples signed up were recruited
by their married children who had
already made weekends.

MEDIA NEWS

All those attending the International
Convention at SC this August will
receive an extra special bonus - the
World Premiere of the New Marriage
Encounter movie!

The movie is entitled "Time for Us."
It features many encountered couples
( i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s  t r u l y )  a n d  a
pro fess iona l  ac to r  and ac t ress ,
Michael London and Mary Margaret
Lewis.

The Franciscan Communication
C e n t e r  ( o f  T e l e s p o t  f a m e )  i s
producing the film. The director is
Don Ham,. who is doing miracles with
"our story."

The film has a family orientation to
coincide with the Year of the Family
focus of our whole Church.

The story is of a ordinary couple,
Chuck & Karen Larsen, just like allof
us, before their weekend. It continues
through the entire weekend, showing
t h e  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e i r
relationship.

Their weekend team was Fr. Art
Daspit, Bob & Mary Halland Skip &
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B r e n d a  H a g e r ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e
instigators and coordinators of the
entire movie.

After the premiere of the movie at '

the Convention, it will be distributed
around the country, to be used for
recruiting purPf 

i"*t.* *

The Media Apostolates current
Aud io  SPOTS are  drawing  rave
reviews from the experts, the radio
stations themselves. Just a sampling
of the comments are:

"You people probably have the best
PSA's (Publ ic Service Announce-
ment) we've aired here. Keep them
coming".

KRXK, Rexburg,ldaho

& Lynn Pignataro

"We normally do not air recorded
PSA's, but feel these are exceptional."

WXVW, J eff ersonville, Indiana

"These spots are excellent. Well
p roduced and exce l len t  sub jec t
matter."
WLET /WLET-FM. Toccoa, G eorgia

"Just keep up the fine work. Your
message really hits the nail on the
head."

WMRY, Belleville, Illinois

" D y n a m i t e  s p o t s  k e e p  ' e m

coming."
KRSP/IGSP-FM, Salt Lake, Utah
"Simply...super."

KWNO, Winona, Minnesota



National News (cont.)

Year of the FamilY Needs You

Have you wondered recentlY whY
the Year of the FamilY seems to be
missing in your Parish? Fr.  Don
Conroy, USCC RePresentative for
Family Life is aware of the lack of Year
of the Family activities. So, he has
t u r n e d  t o  W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e
Encounter.  In conversat ions with
Tom & Jayne McGuiness andFr. Bob
lJzzllio, Fr. Conroy pointed out that
he has sent everY Parish in the US
(18,039 to be exact) a Year of the
Fami ly  ac t i v i t ies  packet  en t i t led
"Parish Family Ministry Resources."
A c c o r d i n g  t o  F r .  C o n r o Y ,  t h e
materials are designed to meet many
of the family needs of the Parish.

So, what is the Problem? Where are
the programs to helP us? Tom, JaYne
and Fr. Bob tellus, that as alwaYs, we
are the answer. Our overworked,
spead too thin pastors can't do it all.
They need us. So, Fr. ConroY is
asking Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter couples to go to their pastors, to
offer their help and make the Year of
the Family .oT".1i:";

where she had had an hour and a half
p r iva te  aud ience w i th  the  PoPe
concern ing  two B i l l i ngs  Method
In terna t iona l  Tra in ing  Programs
scheduled ftor Guatamolo and Rome.
Within the first five minutes of the
audience. John Paul II asked, "Have

y o u  b e e n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e
Wor ldwide  Mar r iage Encounter
people yet? They are really strong
people who know and believe in family
life. They can help you."

So she made the early morning call
to Tom & Jayne and asked them to
speak on family values and Marriage
Encounter at the Guofomolo meeting.
At first, Tom, Jayne & Fr. Bob Uzzilio
h a d  s o m e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t
accept ing the commitment.  Their
reservations came partly from some
s e l f  d o u b t s .  T h e y  w e r e  a  b i t
o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  r e q u e s t
especially since they will be among a
group o f  d is t ingu ished speakers
including Mother Teresa and because
John Paul I I  himself  may attend.
However, as Tom, Jayne & Fr. Bob
commented, how can you saY no to a
person who tells you "but the HolY
Father told me to call you"?

Bishop Straling Speaks

Bishop Ph i l l i p  F .  S t ra l ing  on
Worldwide Marriage Encounter!

M a n y  p e o p l e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e
problems of our modern society, the
need of youth having greater guidance
and direction from their parents, and
the strengthening of the Christian
home.  The Mar r iage Encounter
Program has not remained just words,
but has put into action the bringing of
husband and wife closer together in
t h e i r  o w n  m a r r i a g e  a n d  t h e
strengthening of the Christian home
with its children. Many Catholics have
made Marriage Encounter and are
deeply indebted to its program in
helping them to strengthen their own
marriage and family life. Many from
other faiths have also formed their
own Marriage Encounter Program
patterned ater that of the Catholic
program.

The Marriage Encounter Program
is not for those who are having
problems or difficulties. It is mainly for
those who consider themselves to
have a good marriage and would like
to enrich and deepen that marriage in
family life.

I am happy to endorse theMarriage
Encounter Program in our diocese,
and encourage couples throughout
the diocese who have not yet made'a
Marriage Encounter to attend dr:t-
information night. The majority df
those who have attended a Marriage
Encounter Program have come back
greatly enriched.

Asking the support of clergy and
religious of our diocese for Marriage
Encounter and enouraging the faithful
to investigate and become involved,
with prayers and best wishes, I am

Yours in Christ.
Phillip F. Straling

Bishop, San Bernardino, CA

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT

The Holy Father Told Me to Call

Tom & Jayne McGuiness received
a very unique telephone call early one
morning in March. The delightful
feminine voice on the other end said
"The Pope told me to call you and I'm
not exactly sure why." Naturally, this
introduction lead to a much deePer
discussion. The caller was the head of
the Billings Method Training Program
for Natural Family Planning. She said
that she had just returned from Rome
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Door to Door

Irv & Bert Allison of Philadelphia
have found a very direct way to
recruit. They go door-to-door. How
does knocking on a stranger's door
work? Well, Irv & Bert say that behind
about one out of every four doors is an
i n t e r e s t e d  c o u p l e .  A  r e c e n t
Philadelphia weekend attests to the
success of their recruiting technique.
Of the 22 couples on the weekend, Irv
& Bert had recruited 19 with their
outgoing approach!



International News

Gus & Lynn Pignataro

ln Guyana, Worldwide Marriage
Encounter is continuing to grow and
thrive. However, the hardships are
s t i l l  v e r y  e v i d e n t ;  p o l i t i c a l ,
sociological, etc. But, there are other
dangers in Guyana. Fr. Tony,whowill
not be further identified, reports on
the February 29 - March 2 weekend
there. Fr. Tony was the team priest on
the weekend. Everything was going
well until Saturday night. Then it
happened. In Fr. Tony's own words
"...during the Confidence talk I felt
something crawling around inside my
vest. I did not know what on earth it
was; as the talk progressed the'thing'
got more and more frantic and started
nipping my flesh.'l But, the ever cool
team priest continued the presenta-
tion without missing a beat or letting
on that anything was wrong. Half way
through the talk he was able to
surrepticiously reach into his shirt and
trap the villain. When the talk finally
ended, he was able to pull out the
object of his pain, a then dead lizard,
which he promptly deposited on the
presentation table. After strenous
objection from half of the presenting
couples, the villain was properly
disposed of by Fr. Tony, saving the
weekend and the well-being of at least
one squirmish*team member.

Early this spring the Worldwide
Marriage Encounter family in Trinidad
put on the first weekend in Borbodos.
This was Trinidads' first chance to
share their love with their Caribbean
sister islands. The presenting team
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c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o  c o u p l e s  f r o m
Trinidad, Wilfred & Kay Holder and
Keith & Angela Solomon, and Gerald
& Pau la  Hour ikans  and Fr .  Pat
'McDonough of Barbados. Twelve
couples, two sisters and Bishop
Dickson made the very successfulfirst
weekend. Bishop Dickson has now
given his blessings and full support to
Worldwide Marriage Encounter in
Barbados. He has also promised to
write his Reflections on his weekend
for the Trinidad*community.

UP-DATE ON INTERNATIONAL
EXPANSION

Latin American Secretariat
Established
Mexico
Puerto Rico
Peru
Bc,livia
Argentina

Guatemala
Columbia

Brazil
Chile
Belizi

Ongoing Expansion
Honduras (Mexico)

El Salvador (Guatemala)
Uruguay (Argentina)

Cosfq Rica (Guatemala)
Panoma (Guatemala)

Mcoroguo (Guatemala)
Re. Dominicana (Puerto Rico)

Paraguay (Peru)
Venezuela (Mexico)
Trinidad (Canada)

Asian Secretariat
Established
lndia
Japan
Taiwan

Indonesia

Ongoing Expansion
Singopore (Australia)

Guam (USA)
Thailand

European Secretariat
Established
England
France

Republic of lreland

Northern lreland
Italy
Holland
Yugoslauia
Ongoing Expansion
Poland
Switzerland

African Secretariat
Ongoing Expansion
Soufh Alrica (USA)

Scoflond
Spoin

Austna
Germany

Portugal

Phillipines
Sri Lonko

Korea

Zambia
Nigerio (Republic ol lreland)

Uganda
Ke nv a * - 

::' : :'oli)o 
ono",o,

The Canadian Worldwide Marriage
Encounter family held a leadership
weekend during April in Toronto.
Besides Canadian Couples and
priests, leaders from lrinidod and the
USA were present. The weekend was
led by Tom & Jayne McGuiness and
Fr. Bob Uzzi l io.  The Canadian
leadership reports that it was a
t r e m e n d o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l
P r e s e n t '  * * * * *



International News (cont.)

Worldwide Marriage Encounter in
Korea got a big boost when a secular
daily newspaper carried an article
a b o u t  M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r .  I n
response to the tremendous interest
generated by the article, Fr. Don of
Korea eind five couples appeared on
national television, national radio,
Seoul area radib and weie interviewed
by a popular magazine. The result has
been an overwhelming request for
more information from all over the
country.

A Sign of GoUa t"* -"" the theme
ctf  the Third Annual Manitoba -
Sqskofchei.udn Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Convention. It was held
April 11-13 in Yorkton, Soskofche-
uan. The focus of the convention was
re-exper ience o f  the  joy  o f  the
weekend; deepening the or iginal
weekend experience; enrichment of ,
the couple, family and comrriirnity'
relat ionship; and bui lding of the
encounter community.

Fr. Leonard Murphy was the main
speaker for the convention. His topic
was "Prayer . "  He was a lso  the
keynote speaker at the Canadian
Marriage Encounter Convention in
Winnipeg in 1975. In addition to being
a c t i v e  i n  W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e
Encounter, Fr. Leonard works with
y o u t h ,  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a r r i a g e
preparation, family life education and
various renewal programs.

* * * * *

ROVING REPORTER:

AI & Winnie Belliueau & Fr. Guido Heyrbaut

A  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t
meeting was held in Rome ohApril 14-
18. Cardinal Rossi, the head of the
Pontifical Councilfor the Laity invited
representa t ives  o f  s ix  ma jor  laY
organizations for spiritual develop-
ment in the Church to Participate.
T h o s e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  w e r e
Worldwide Marriage Encounter; the
Th i rd  Order  o f  F ranc iscans ,  o f
Dominicans, of Theresians, and the
Cursillo and Charismatic movements.
(Later,  nine other organizat ions,
mostly European, were also included.)

Al and Winnie Belliveau of Nenr
Brunsu.rick, Canada and Fr. Guido
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Heyrbaut of Brussels, Belgir.rm, our
International Secretary Team were
sent as our representatives to the
Meeting of Lay Leaders of Spiritual
Movements in the Church.

Al and Winnie say that, next to their
original weeikend, this m€eting in
Rome was the greatest event in their
lives. They were impressed, as we all
a r e ,  t h a t  W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e
Encounte i  i s  cons idbred by  the
Vatieain to be one of the six major
movements for spiritual development
and evangelization in the world.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  1 5
movements, totaling about 65, met in

the Focolore Center in Rome. Each
day began with a time of prayer and
ended with Mass and dinner.

On Monday,  each group was
introduced and gave a short historyof
their movement.

For the next three days, two groups
gave presentd t ions  dur ing  the
mornings on the theme bf the meeting
w h i c h  w a s :  S p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d
Evangelization.

In the afternoons the delegates
broke up into working groups, based
on language (two French, one English,
one Spanish). Al, Winnie and Fr.
Guido each went into a seirarate

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



group.
They say the working groups were

very free and open. In spite of the
presence of cardinals, bishops and
mons ignors ,  the  h ie rarchy  was
cri t ic ized and compl imented. The
groups were "constructive, down-to-
earth and practical," according to Al
and Winnie and the conclusions were
"positive and lifegiving."

O n  W e d n e s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  A l ,
Winnie and Fr.  Guido gave their
presentation, Testimopy of Evange-
lization. Instead of discussing their
movement as the others did, they
chose to be personal. They gave their
own testimony of what happened to
them on their weekend. They told of
hearing God's Plan for their marriage,
the i r  vocat ion  as  a  sacramenta l
couple, their Matrimonial Spirituality
and their call to be an open and
apostolic couple. And they concluded
with how they now live out their
Sacrament of Matrimony each day by
sharing their relationship.

F r .  G u i d o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e
vocations of Matrimony and of Orders
- the call and the response. He then
shared his personal testimony of his
weekend and how he lives out his
Sacrament of Orders. He concluded
with his hopes for the two Sacraments
of Matr imony and Orders in the
evangelization of the Church.

The response to their presentation
was phenomena l .  Everyone was
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tremendously excited by what they
said and wanted to know more about
Worldwide Marriage Encounter and
how we can change the world through
our Sacraments.

Each afternoon, everyone came
together and the chairman of each
group gave a summary of their days
work.

On Friday, Bishop Cordes, vice
president of the Secretariat of the
C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  L a i t y  g a v e  a n
evaluation of the week and asked for
suggestions. Aland Willie shared their
hope that the Vatican would callmore
often on members of the laity for input
in other matters of importance to the
Church. Theyr also suggested that the
name be changed to the CouncilOF
the Laity.

Al l  representat ives promised to
continue their dialogue, to keep in
touch and to offer their Masses for one
another and the Council on each First
Friday.

After lunch, the delegates were
invited to an unscheduled private
audience with the Pope! Pope John
Paul II gave an address in French,
c a l l i n g  t h e m  t o  h o l i n e s s  a n d
evangelization. Al, Winnie and Fr.
Gu ido  were  seated  fac ing  h im,
hanging on his gvery word and just
staring at him, captivated.

T h e y  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  f a c e  a n d
countenance has such charisma - a
m i x t u r e  o f  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  a n d

gentleness. His sparkling china-blue
eyes and white hair are indelibly fixed
in their memories.

After his address, he stepped down
from his dias and walkedtoAl, Winnie
and Fr. Guido to be introduced by
Cardinal Rossi. Winnie greeted him
and asked his blessing for their
children and parents. Al thanked him
and asked his blessing on behalf of one
and a  ha l f  m i l l i on  Encountered
couples and priests throughout the
world. Fr. Guido also spoke to him of
Internatiqnal Marriage Encounter.

Pope John Paul II then greeted the
rest of the participants and had a
group photo taken with them. (We
hope to have the translation of his
address and the photo in the next
issue.)

All the findings of the meeting will be
presenled to the Pope by the Council.
Also, Al, Winnie and Fr. Guido were
asked to write an evaluation of the
meeting and additional suggestions
which willbe published in the monthly
council newsletter.

Personally, our international team
now sees the hierarchy and the
Vatican as part of our family and say
that soon everyone else will see them
that way too. They also believe that it
is only a matter of time untilthe laity
wi l l  be included in every area of
planning and structuring of Church
policies.



The lsland of

MADAGASCAR

/s Coming to Life

Fr. Jack

It was an anxious moment, full of ex'
pectation and hope, like waiting in a
train station or an airport for the ar-
rival of a loved one. The moment had
come, and my heart was thumPing an
irregular, frenzied beat. MY eYes;
misty with tears of joy, were fixed on
the big double doors as couple after
couple emerged from the conferen-ce
room. After what seemed an,eternity
I  spotted them, f i rst  Urbain and
Margueri te,  them Dominque and
Juliette, their faces radiant and aglow.
Spreading my arms wide to embrace
them, I felt joyful, excited and thank-
ful. It was like venturing out to stand
under a heavy sky on a crisP Decem-
ber night and feeling the year's first
long-awaited snow flakes falling softly
on your upturned face. The first step
in a new venture, a long journeY, had
been taken. These w?re'the first two
couples from the island of Madagascar
to experience the beauty and wonder
of a Marriage Encounter weekend.

Yes, we are changing the world, and
the weekend of March 28-30 is a
h a l l m a r k  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  i n
Madagascar. A bony but Promising
dream had taken on flesh! When I
made my weekend in St. Louis at the
end of January last year, the dream I
already had of helping MalagasY

couples live their sacramental love to
the fullest, changed from a lofty dream
to an earthly vision. Since then, the
vision has slowly been transformed

into a reality, thanks to the love,
prayers, help and encouragement of
s o  m a n y  c o u p l e s ,  p r i e s t s  a n d
sisters...starting in St. Louis...picking
u p  m u c h  n e e d e d  v i t a l i t y  i n

Houston.. .expanding through the
loving care of the national bureau in
Los Angeles...and taking on special
being through the love and financial
help of those tremendous lovers in
French speaking Canada, where our
M a l a g a s y  c o u p l e s  m a d e  t h e i r
weekend. Al l  the di f f icul t ies and
anxieties of the past year melted like
snow in a blazing furnace when I saw
those beaming faces on Sunday night.
Their love, excitement, enthusiasm
and hope were overflowing, like a
warm coke being poured out too fast
into a glass. The weekend had given
them a key to their sacrament and had
touched their hearts just as it has done
to so many other couples throughout
the  wor ld .  The i r  love  rad ia ted .
powerful and forceful enough to span
two oceans and reach qut from
Mont rea l  to  the i r  homeland in
Madagascar. "Vao nanomboka", they
said, "We have only just begun."

Hopeful ly,  the f i rst  weekend in
Madagascar willbe able to take place
in the fall of the year, with these two
Malagasy couples as part of the team.
Your love has helped us come this far,
and we feel hopeful and confident that
it will continue to be a bindingforce for
the future. Thank you, lovers, for
being part of our seemingly impossible
dream.
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GUAM
Our Love Story

John & Ann Hardin

Where do we begin to tellour love
story. A story of dreams and God's
blessings on this beautiful 30 by 9 mile
island in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean.

When John & I arrived on Guam
eighteen months ago, there were a
handful  of  M.E. couples but no
community. We quickly adjusted to
the fact that, small as we were, we
c o u l d  b u i l d  a  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
accomplish some goals if we were
each willing to give of ourselves.

A team priest from the eastern U.S.
arrived in April and we began to have
regular encounter evenings. We
concluded that although the weekend
must remain a dream for the Present,
we could begin presenting "Evenings

for Couples" to the couPles on the
military bases and in the villages here
on the island. The purpose was to
stimulate couple's interest in their
relationship for their present growth
and eventually prepare them for the
concept of the M.E. weekend.

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  w e
discovered that one Air Force couple
who attended had been an M'E. team
couple in Fresno. Their presence gave
us even greater hope for our dream of
a weekend.

So many beautifulcouples attended
that first series. Their faces beamed
eagerly for the opportunity to share
their special "coupleness" with us and
t o  f i n d  m o r e  d e P t h  i n  t h e i r
relationship. Now we are about to
begin our fouth series and each one
has been exceptionally rewarding for
everyone.

In January, Don & June Chu from
Hawaii visited us. They were eager to
find out if a M.E. community existed
here. We welcomed them with a
banner and all the love we had and
they took our love back to their
community in Hawaii and on to the
national board.

JULY/AUGUST I98O

The national board approval was
given and we scrambled to get the
weekend organized. We recruited
couples, prayed a lot, and asked for
your prayers.

Each Hawaii community made a
banner for the weekend and a special
reaching-out banner for Guam from
Hawaii. All of the banners are so
beautifuland we can really feel all the
love that they convey. Hawaii also
sent the other two team couples so we
had all the necessities.

Prior to the weekend, we formed a
work crew to clean the conference
room to be used for the weekend and
it's adjoining kitchen. The place was
really dirty and we all felt a great sense
of acomplishment from the end result.
With banners hung, rooms ready and
a lump in our throats, the weekend
began.

Friday night of the weekend was a
flashback for each of us to our Friday
nights. Eager couples, beautiful faces
and eyes that gleamed with wonder
and hope. The candles were lit and we
could tell from their steady flames that
this was truly going to be a remarkable
three days.

Saturday morning at 5:00 a.m.,
John and I joined other couples in
preparing the couples' breakfast and
lunch. One of our special helpers was
past due in her pregnancy but she
refused to take it easy. She, like the
rest of us, was filled with enough
:ppiritual enthusiasm to have worked
all day. The couples on the weekend
wefe  a l ready  b lossoming so  in
between our tears of happiness, we
managed to complete our labor of love
and remain on our spiritual high. We
busy little bees went about our work
and all the weekend meals were
delicious.

There was a strong spiritual Power
in the air. Almost as though the whole

spiritual world was right here on
Guam directing all of its energy
towafd the couples on the weekend.
\Ale were aware of the spiritual flow
coming our way from the lovers of
Hawaii and',San Diesg" We never
imagined that'so many couples and
priests gave so much of themselves for
us so far away. We are deeply
touched.

Sometimes here in the middle of the
big blue Pacific, we feel like the big
island (mainland U.S.) is far, far away
but we all know now that you are
spir i tual ly here with us to stay,
forever, and the beautiful seed of the
weekend has again been planted here
on Guam.

The weekend was exceptionally
wonderful. The couples didn't even
care about the fact that none of the air
conditioning units worked and in
Guam's 76-86 degree day and night
weather. it should have been a real
problem. God did manage to keepthe
weather overcast and rainy so the
heat was less intense and the island
breezes were cooler. The insignifi-
cance of the heat seemed to be caused
by the fact that love, spiritualrenewal
and blossoming couples were too
busy giving each other the specialgift
of the weekend.

For John and me, every moment of
our weekend was reborn by this
weekend and we are filled with a
renewed dedication to help the Guam
M.E. community grow and at the same
time, to grow as a couple and as a
family.

We love all of you. Thank you for
helping all of us to realize our dream
for Guam and we hope for your
continued prayers and love. The
entire community here will remember
all of you in their prayers and if you are
ever in need of special support, please
be sure to remember Guam is for
LovERS. I
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