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With Lovet

We just returned from Guatemala
where we addressed the First Annual
Congress of the Family of the Ameri-
cas in your name. Amid the poverty
and political strife there, we found
a people who are deeply rooted in our
Faith, quietly hopeful and steeped in
strong Catholic Family values. During
one of the conference breaks, we
drove to some of the near-by native
indian villiages. That part of the world
is so completely different from any-
thing we experience in our United
States, so different, but yet so beauti-
ful.

As the Lord would have it, we made
our way through dirt roads and the
ruins brought by the earthquake of '76

to a village where we found a Catholic
Church. We arrived just in time for
Mass. What a joyfulexperience it was
to celebrate with our Catholic people
there. In the simple wooden pew in
front of us there was a tiny infant
strapped to her Mama's side; the baby
gurgled and played with our fingers all
during Mass, with her mother a little
confused by our presence, but ap-
proving of our visit with her child, her
people, and her God. Once again we
discovered that where the Church is
we are home and our people, our
family is there all around us.

Something else was there too,-our
Worldwide Marriage Encounter stick-
er. Believe it or not, of the very few
cars there were in the villiage, we saw
two logos. What a joy! We met manY
encountered couples and priests dur-
ing our stay in Guatemala, even tho'
the three of us speak no Spanish.
Father Bob, however, speaks fluent
Italian and that certainly helps, we had
absolutely no problem communica-
ting our love to them, nor did theY to
us. Its amazing how the weekend gives
us strength to love even when there
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are no words available to us. Some-
thing happens to our hearts, and it
comes out in our eyes, our smiles, the
tenderness of our embraces and the
sincerity of a kiss.

We wish you all could have been
with us, physically, we mean. You
were dynamically present to us as we
presented our talk and throughout all
our interactions at the Congress. The
three of us may not be the greatest
things since bananas, but when we
know that we represent you to the
world we feel strong and vibrant and
proud. We met bishops, priests, sis-
ters, laypersons and doctors from all
over the world and there isn't anyone
who doesn't know the Encounter and
who doesn't see the dramatic effectof
the weekend in couples'lives, both in
their love for one another and their
willingness to serve others through
the Church. Many speakers mention-
ed Marriage Encounter favorably in
their presentations and dozens told us
personally how vitally important Mar-
riage Encounter is and how important
couples are in the work of strengthen-
ing family life. This was especially true
of presentors from India,Africa,Korea
and allof Latin America.

Another great joy forus upon our
arrival was to meet and tall< personally
with Mother Teresaof Calcutta. What
a simple, holy, profound lover she is.
When you meet her and talk to her
one-to-one she is exactly as phe ap-
pears in her great speeches anc{ her
writings. She is passionate in her love
for the poor and the child. She certain-
ly knows Worldwide Marriage En.
counter and the great effects our
movement (more precisely,our peo-
ple) is having on Matrimony and family
life.

If Dick and Cindy (our great Spirit
editors) can squeeze us into some

Jayne & Fr. Bob
forthcoming issue, we would like to
present to you the main points of our
presentstion to the Congress. Also,
the messages about Natural Family
Planning are incredibly important to
us as couples and concerned priests
and religious. The whole experience
was terrific.

We must admit though that the
highlight of the whole experience was
when we touched down at Los Ange-
les International Airport and we could
once again embrace our four little
ones and Mom. The more you send us
off, the more we seem to return more
deeply affected by how important it is
to live a real, tender, affectionate,
truthful, simple lovelife with each oth-
er and with our primary community,
our family. What happens within the
confines of the walls of that tiny home
on Boyar Avenue is the foundation
upon which every other good dream
or great service is built.

Please pray for us and our family
and we promise to continue our
prayers and daily Eucharists for you.
Most of all in the next few busy months
please remember the weekend. Pray
for it. Recruit for it. More than ever
before the entire world needs the
continued strength, growth and vision
of our United States family. How
about this for a dialogue question:
When was the last time we recruited
someone for the weekend; what does
that tell me about our relationship and
our vision and how does my answer
make me Ieel? lf you want to break
that up into more digestable portions,.
go ahead. Seriously, it's important.
There is in reality no such thing as
the Encounter. There is only you and
us and people like us all over. And if
you aren't dialoguing, stop cheating
one another. Call a dialoguing couple
(people fresh off a weekend are great)
and ask for some help. 
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,rral Nevys

Epiphany 80's Update

Tom & Jayne McGuiness and Fr.
Bob Uzzilio have provided Worldwide
Marriage Encounter with an update
on the Epiphany 80 s project of love.
Stated Simply, the work for Epiphany
80's is to proclaim the values of
Mat r imony and fami ly  tha t  a re
inherent in our weekend to our entire
parish family and to callallthe couples
in our parishes to the weekend. The
purpose is first to make visible on the
parish level the effects of theweekend
on our lives and second to be an
effectiv e recruiting effort.

According to Tom. Jayne and Fr.
Bob, the enthusiam that has been
generated throughout the country is
commendab le  and the  sense o f
responsibility displayed by those
involved is truly appreciated by the
national family. The commitment and
s p i r i t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n
outstanding.

Now is the time to redouble our
e f  f  o r t s .  W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e
Encounter's goal for Epiphany 80's is
to touch every parish in the country.
Tom Jayne and Fr. Bob are asking all
those involved to keep the ball rolling.
They know how busy everyone is, but
they remind us all of our call, "To

those to whom much has been given,
much is expected."

Lovg Spot Draw More
Rave Reviens

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n
Communications Center, the love
spots that they co-produce with
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter are
continuing to elicit mailfrom television
watchers  and s ta t ion  managers .
S t a t i o n  K H A S - T V ,  H o s f i n g s ,
Nebrosko writes, "Your announce-
ments are the first public service films
to el ic i t  mai l  and phone cal ls of
approval in my thirteen years here!"
Station KCBY, Colorado Springg
Colorado says, "Our world in this day
and age needs more exposure of this
kind."

Not  jus t  s i t t ing  back  on  the i r
s u c c e s s ,  t h e  F r a n c i s c a n ' s  a n d
Wor ldwide  Mar r iage Encounter
announced two new spots featuring
the question, "Who in the World
N e e d s  Y o u r  H u g ? "  T h e s e  a r e
expected to be added to the long line
of successful love spots.

*****

Billboards for Love

Ted & Sally Ciasto, Bloomington,
Indiana are an enthusiastic Marriage
Encounter couple. In fact, they are so
enthusiastic that they want the whole
country to hear about our movement.
So, they've begun to advertise. They
decided to rent a billboard and cover it
with a Marriage Encounter logo and
"Have you hugged your wife today?"
Below the question are the words
" M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r "  a n d  a
telephone number.

Not satisfied with just one billboard,
the Ciasto's have added a second to
the Bloomingfon area. Now they're
dreaming of similar billboards all over
the United States.

Ted & Sally tell us that Hoosier
Outdoor Advertising Company was
generous enough to provide the

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



International
News

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
and the Vatican

As was reported in the July/August
issue of the Spir i t ,  Al  & Winnie
Belliveau and Fr. Guido Heybraut,
lnternat ional Coordinat ing Team,
attended the Lay Leaders of Spiritual
Movements in the Church Council.
They were invited by the Vatican to
attend the April 14-18 meeting in
R o m e  a s  o n e  o f  o n l y  f i f t e e n
movements in the world selected for
that honor.

Al. Winnie and Fr. Guido brought
the love and beauty of our movement
al ive for al l  those present.  ManY
positive comments about Worldwide
Marr iage Encounter  were  heard
during the week.

In his concluding statement for the
meeting, Msgr. Paul J. Cordes said
" . . fh is  Meet ing  is  o  s ign  o f  the
importance and the value of your
mouements in the Church today,
since only a prot'ound spiritual lif e can
be the source that can animate and
reneu) the structures of the Church
and the world." He then went on to
say, "The size and scope ol your
membership is certainly significant,
but the quality ot' your contribution
can only be measured in terms ol the
lruits of holiness, your ability to forln
Chrisfions with a coherent faith, who
Iove the Church, :u.ho have a well
grounded doctrinal formation, a
disciplined spiritual life which shines

lorth in their lives, and which leeds on
the Gospel, the Eucharist and on all
other sources which the Church
offers to thelrrnovemenfs - Chrisfions
who are committed to the consfruc-

s & Lynn Pignataro

tion of a new world..."
At the conclusion of the meeting,

Pope John Paul I I  addressed the
participants. The complete text of his
comments *" ni:::.on oun"

Happy Birthday Singapore

A belated happy birthday to the
Wor ldwide  Mar r iage Encounter
community of Singopore. On Easter
Sunday (we ' re  a  b i t  la te ) ,  they
celebrated the anniversary of thier
first weekend. In only one year, about
two hundred and fifty couples, priests
and religious have made the weekend.
As a birthday gift to themselves, the
Singapore community celebrated
their anniversay by offering the first
weekend in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
to twenty couples, two priests and two
sisters. The weekend was held at St.
Xavier's Hall on*March 28 - 30.

Notes fromAl. Winnie&Fr. Guido

T w o  w e e k e n d s  w e r e  h e l d  i n
Thailand in June...All, Winnie & Fr.
Guido attended the U.S. National
Board meeting in June. They shared
their vision for our movement and
called them to an awareness of their
beauty and to the needs of the Church
and the world for our gi f ts. . . . the
Belliveau's attended the Trinidad
National Convention. Trinidod was a
reachout of Canada...All Secretariats
met during the Seminar held at the
In te rna t iona l  Convent ion  in  Los
Angeles. More details on the Seminar
willbe given next month.

billboards free.- So, they estimate
1130.00 for one billboard poster and
that that cost would drop significantly
if a large number of Posters were
made. Anyone interested in outdoor
advertising? 

*****

Parish Renewal Weekend

Tom & Jayne McGuiness and Fr.
Bob Uzzilio tell us that during the five
days preceeding our International
Convention in Los Angeles there was
a  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  P r i e s t s
interested in conducting the Parish
Renewal Weekend in their parishes.

The weekend exPer ience was
developed by Fr. Chuck Gallagher.
Tom, Jayne and Fr. Bob attendedone
of the earlier weekends and rePort
that it was "a tremendous experience
of falling more deeply in love with one
irnother and our entire Catholic
family.'They said that the experience
is focused so that married couples.
singles of all ages, divorced and
separated Catholics could leave their
parish hall on Sunday afternoon filled
with love for one another and on fire to
serve the Church.

The Parish Renewal Weekend is not
a Marriage Encounter O&A Program,
but a unique and powerful church
conversion experience according to
our National Executive Team. the pre-
convention priest program was being
olfered because of its potential for the
Church and because it advances the
values of relationship and commit-
ment to one another that Worldwide
Marr iage Encounter has alwaYs
sought. r-.::t.T.

SEPTEMBER 1980
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Meeting of the Movements

Which Promote the Spiritual Life of the Laity

APril lzl-18, 1980

The Holy Father's Address

sinternationalmovementswhoareholdingasessionatRoccadi
the task of Promoting'

rePontificalCouncilfortheLaity'whosponsoredthisinitiative'
iving this morning'

)hurch, for the "spiritual renewal", of which you are a fruitful sign

una in" living power of the communion of the church and her

r are inspired and which constitute a rich spiritual heritage for the

l therefore evangelical life, as laymen and as Christians ..in the

^^^^^ l+ . ,  +^  l - . ^ - .

To remain unitgd with Godi'theaccomplishmentof thetasksincumbentuponvouisavitalnecessitvtobear

witness to His love. And only a sacramental life and a life of prayer will be able to cause this intimacy with the Lord to grow'

ities through biblical, theological and doctrinal study; to live of

rf reconciliition and of the Eucharist, such are the fundamental

will be the source both of your action and of your contemplation

and Yield numerous fruit'

,asis of all spiritual renewal, especially among laymen. It is at the

r of the *oild u..ording to God's plan. It must underlie the life of

gelization'

,:ffi;: [*:r:,T :THi"H;ff il: :*"i"1H.;31 :::
the Church 

t each of your movements is a living cell of the Church and that all

Body of bhl"t and need one another (cf . 1 cor 72: l2-27).Your

,venient can exclude others, or be self-sufficient, or represent the

r, drying up and failing in its mission'

Lgt us bg cgrtain tnut ,.the creation waits with eager longins tol {L reyealingol the sons of God"' groaning in travail"

(Rom g: 19,22,) andtr,uiit ulro aspires to "a new heaven u.J u n"*'"uith" (Rev 21:1), which God will give us by establishing his

3hrist and the Vigilof Pentecost, to guide you in your search for

the various spiritualities, I willingly give my Apostolic Blessing to

,riests who accomPanY You' I
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Interfaith News

Lutheran
Marriage
Encounter

When the Lutheran Expression of Marr iage
Encounter came into being almost five years ago, our
founders chose a phrase to show our oneness: Callto
be Family. A national convention held in each of the
first three summers emphasized that we are one.

Call to be Family is not our only goal, but also our
achievement. This year, unlike the first three years, we
did not share our unity through a national convention.
Rather, we sang our songs, listened to presentations,
dialogued, shared our feeling and worshipped God at
five district conventions. Four of the five were held on
the weekend of June 27-29,1980 at Bismark, North
Dakota, Warrensburg, Missouri, San Diego, California
and Parkland, Washington. Due to scheduling
difficulties, one district held its convention on the
weekend of June 2A22, in Cleveland, Ohio.

Paul, the apostle of the first century Church, sang the
praises of love, proclaiming that love is not jealous or
boastful, not resentful or unkind; but is patient and
kind, is all enduring, and all unifuing. Appropriately, we
expressed our oneness in the general theme: We are
One inLoue. From the skyscrapers of the metropoli-
tan East, to the rolling plains of the Southwest with their
vast herds of cattle, to the grain fields of the Midwest, to
the sun-drenched beaches and deserts of the Pacific
Southwest, finally to the tree-covered mountains of the
Northwest, several thousand couples joined together in
singing our song: "There's a New World Somer,vhere."

Our  convent ion  logo dep ic ts  f i ve  fea tures
representative of our five geographical areas, viz., the

SEPTEMBER 1980

skyscrapers, steer, sheaf of wheat, sun and fir tree.
They are arranged to form a circle, and are contained
within a single-lined circle. This is surrounded by a ring
of wedding bands issuing forth from the Marriage
Encounter symbol. The three remind us of the Holy
Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit We emphasized
our oneness on Friday as we stressed that "We are one
in Love;" on Saturday, "We are one in Love in God;"
and on Sunday "We are one in Love in Family."

Lutheran Marriage Encounter continues to grow as
couples express their love and coupleness to more and
more of God's children. We extend our thanks to all
who share with us in the Worldwide Family. We are
eagerly awaiting a milestone which, hopefully, will
occur during the summer - the encountering of our
25,000th couple.

Our hearts rejoice as we look back on a few short
years, and thank God for what He has done as He
works through earthen vessels. As we look ahead to
the decade before us, we praise His name for what He is
going to do. We are in love with all of you, and thank
God for His using you to bless us, so that we, in turn,
may be a blessing to you and to others. 

I

Agape et pax; Love and peace

Don & Sandee Christofferson
Jerry & Margy Strickler

National Executive Team
Lutheran Marriage Encounter



Intertaith News

Jerry & Bev Olson

We want to thank you for this opportunity to
share a little history of the development of the
Seventh-day Adventist expression of Marriage
Encounter.

Like so many other expressions that make up our
Interfaith Family, we are not unique. We too can
trace our origin to a loving Catholic couple who was
so in love with Marriage Encounter and its potential

that they wanted to share it with others. That
couple reached out to Chaplin Al & Betty Brendel
of Dayton, Ohio. Their weekend led to the recruiting
of our first team and the development of our first
community in Dayton, Ohio on July 4,1975'

By the time we were organized enough to have
our first National Convention in November of 1977,
we had encountered one thousand and thirty two
couples. Attending that convention were ninety-nine
couples from eight states representing six Marriage
Encounter communities.

We have been truly blessed and our growth
continues as we are now in fourteen states, Canada
and Puerto Rico.

One of the greatest joys for couples experiencing
the weekend in these new areas is meeting their
prayer couples, especially since most of the prayer
couples are trom other expresslons who have
willinsly helped in our growth' We cannot give

enough thanks for the generosity of these loving
couples. Wherever we go we have always found
couples from the other expressions most willing to
help.

To date. our encountered family numbers
approximately thirty-five hundred couples. We are
eagerly anticipating our Third National Convention
this August in Seattle, Washington'

Sharing our lives on the weekend and
experiencing God's love and desire for us has truly
been most rewarding. We witness miracles every
weekend in the lives of others. We never cease to
marvel at the outreaching effect on those who come
in contact with loving Marriage Encounter couples.
We are so thankfulto our Father in Heaven for his
unconditional gift of love.! 

I

Jerry & Bev Olson are the Nofiono/ Executive
Couple for the Seventh-Day Aduentist Expression of
Marriage Encounter.
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Seventh Day Adventist
Marriage Encounter

M A R R I A G E
E N C O U N T E R

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT



Loving Others

Helping Hands

by Gus & Lynn Pignataro

Almost four years ago, Ken &
Bortnie Craig of Novato, California
m a d e  a  W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e
Encounter weekend. It turned out to
be the beginning of an exciting new
adventure in life for them.

The Monday after their "outra-

geous beautiful weekend" they both
had an urgency to call and thank every
couple listed on the back of the San
Francisco newsletter. So they did!
Within two weeks Ken &Bonniewerc
in a community circle, on the Regional
Board and appointed Marin County's
Recruiting Couple. During sharing
times in their group, they shared how
removed and uninvolved they felt
f rom the i r  par ish  o f  twenty - two
hundred. Other couples shared the
same feelings. But how, the Craigs
asked themselves, could one couple,
or even three. reach out to love a
whole huge parish? Well, wouldn't you
know. God always has a plan.

In a matter of days, the program
"Helping Hands" was dreamed up. It
started as a program to welcome new
parishioners. It developed over the
years, with Ken & Bonnie's inspiration
and dedication, to a reach-out into
every aspect of parish involvement.
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Bonnie has been in charge of much of
the  day- to -day  work  invo lved in
running the Helping Hands Program,
but  she says  tha t  w i thout  da i l y
dialogue and Ken's constant support
and help, she would never be able to
do it.

Ken and their two children, Rick,
fifteen and Julie, thirteen, fold and
staple the monthly bulletins. They
help prepare and deliver the many
meals needed. And Ken sets up the
Wine and Cheese Tastings for the
p a r i s h  w e l c o m i n g s . . . . o f t e n  f o r  a
hundred or more.

Helping Hands started four years
ago with eighteen members, and now
has almost three hundred in their
parish of Our Lady of Loretto. Since
then, they've been asked by six other
parishes to start the Helping Hands
Program in those areas.

A l though they  on ly  began by
p e r s o n a l l y  v i s i t i n g  e a c h  n e w
parishioner, Helping Hands quickly
branched out into other social service
areas. They now deliver food in times
of sickness or death; send cards,
plants and mementos to sick or
hurting parishioners; visit the elderly;
d r i v e  t h e m  t o  d o c t o r s ,  s t o r e s ,

Church; babysit in times of need;
housesit  dur ing funerals and visi t
parishioners in the hospital or the
bedridden at home. The prayer group
prays continuously for the intentions
in the parish which are updated
weekly. Also, they have a twenty-four
h o u r  p r a y e r  s c r o l l  f o r  s p e c i a l
parishioners in need.

What began as a quarterly coffee to
welcome new parishioners, is now a
wine and cheese tasting which gets a
fantastic response. The parish priests
and nuns and the HelpingHand group
really make the newcomers feel loved
and a welcome part of the parish.

Ken & Bonnie give a lot of the credit
for what they've done since their
weekend to God. They say He has
given them the courage to reach out
when they were afraid and filled their
life with an overabundance of love and
fai th.  They also say that Helping
Hands was a direct result of their
Marriage Encounter weekend, of their
renewed couple relationship and daily
dialogue. For more information, feel
free to contact:

Ken & Bonnie Craig
40 Las Tardes Court

Nouoto, CA 94947
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Rural Parish Weekend

for Farming Families

Larry & Mary Sue Eck

We were workshopping a priest's
talks for his first weekend as team
when he said he wanted to put on a
weekend in his rectory for the farm
couples of his two rural parishes. "lt

won't  work!",  we chorused, and
immediately knew we had said the
wrong thing. This priest had spent his
l i fe accomplishing the impossible,
both in this country and in mission
lands. He had risen to challenges far
greater than this, and one look at his
determined face told us that he
wouldn't give in easily.

Three couples from his parishes
had made the weekend. But they were
not year round farmers. The majority
of his families raised crops in the
summer, and l ive stock al l  year.
Weekends were no different for them
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from weekdays. The animals had to be
fed, and heat maintained in the barns
during the winter months. The volume
of work was too great to give to a
neighboring farmer friend, who had
h i s  o w n  c h o r e s  t o  d o .  A t  t h e
information afternoon, planned by his
three couples after their weekend,
most people said they would like to
make a Marriage Encounter, but it
was impossible for them to ever take
Saturday and Sunday off. There were
two hours of chores each morning and
afternoon, plus work before bedtime.

Father's idea was to use the eight
l a r g e  r o o m s  i n  t h e  r e c t o r y  f o r
dialogue, make time for chore breaks
each day, and allow the couples to go
home at night. Only the team would
spend the night. We explained how

the weekend needed the discipline of a
quiet atmosphere, removed from the
world. We reminded him howonetalk
built on another, and allwould be lost
if the couples left in the middle of the
day to go home for two hours, and
then again at night. "Are you saying
this has been tried and failed?", he
asked. We had to admit that we didn't
know of any weekends ever given
under these conditions. "Then it is
only your opinion that it won't work!"
We agreed to at least check out the
rectory.

The l iv ing room was immense;
perfect for use as the conference
room. The upstairs bathroom was as
large as a bedroom. With a couple of
comfortable chairs and a few banners,
it would also serve as a dialogue room!

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT
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There was even a little corner nook in
the upstairs hallway that could be
partitioned off for a couple. The group
could eat in the parish hall down the
s t r e e t .  T h e  t h r e e  e n c o u n t e r e d
couples would arrange to have the
food cooked and served a t  the
appropiate times. And since Father
stayed in the rectory at the other rural
parish, and this one was used only for
meeting, etc., people would not be
coming by all day, nor would the
phone be ringing. At least we would
have a quiet atmosphere during the
presentations and dialogue times. The
one large problem was the weekend
schedule. Taking two hours out of
Saturday afternoon meant that we
would end very late; too late for
nighttime chores. We finally decided
tha t  the  f i rs t  ta lk  on  Saturday
morning, Encounter with Self, would
have to be moved to Friday night.
And, in order to finish early enough on
Friday, we would begin the weekend
at 6 P.M.

Father was much more confident
than we about the whole thing. His
attitude was that his couples may not
get as much as on a regular weekend,
but at least they would experience
something good, and they deserved
this as much as any other couples in
the world. Finally a date was set and
reservations started coming in. Within
a few days, we had nine couples signed
up. Two of the team couples chosen
for  the  weekend were  par t - t ime
farmers and we knew their talks would
be very relatable to the couples. Allof
us, except Father, werevery nervous
at our team meeting in preparation for
the weekend. We had visions of the
couples leaving Friday night and never
returning Saturday morning! But
Father said all would go well. He was
just excited that his first weekend as a
team priest would be with his own

parish family.
O n  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e

weekend a blizzard started. We had
left home early enough to allow time to
set up, hang banners, etc., so only the
last few miles were snowpacked. But
we all worried that in another hour the
roads would be impassable. Seven
couples made i t .  The other  two
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  l o n g
d r i v e w a y s  t o  t h e  r o a d .  A n d  t h e
weekend began. Father explained
how impor tan t  s i l ence  i s  t o  t he
weekend, and asked everyone to try
to maintain that silence as much as
possible during chore time at home,
and even at night with their children.
He had already talked to some of the
children, asking them to help their
parents by not talking to them unless it
was necessary. Since all the couples
knew each other very well, he also
cautioned them not to discuss the
weekend with one another as they
were coming and going.

T h e  w h o l e  t e a m  u s e d  o n e
downstairs bedroom for their own
d ia logues .  S ince  Fa the r  had  no
partner, and had no place he could go
d u r i n g  o u r  d i a l o g u e  t i m e ,  w e
sometimes trialogued with him in the
s m a l l  b a t h r o o m  a d j o i n i n g  t h e
bedroom. Each of us took turns sitting
on the john, with a laundry hamper
and a smallchair completing the trio!
Each t ime the couples le f t ,  they
gathered up their coats and boots in
complete s i lence,  and that  same
silence prevailed when they returned.
We began Saturday at 9 A.M. The
couples had been up since 5 A.M.,
with breakfast and two hours of hard
work already behind them. Immedi-
atelyy after Marriage in the Plan of
God, they left again to do afternoon
chores, returning to the parish hall at 6
P.M. for supper. We finished after 10,
and needless'io say, did not promote a

long open-ended dialogue. They wrote
their last love letter at the rectory and
then went home to do nightt ime
chores. Father suggested they then
climb into bed and read their love
letters, and dialogue and spend a little
time reliving the day with one another.

On Sunday morningwe wondered if
they would be able to write for 90
minutes after a late night, and another
work session that morning, but it was
no different from 90/90's all over the
world. "Where did the time go?", they
were asking. We all had a hearty meal
together and then off they went again
for the afternoon chores. During
lunchtime that day, we learned that
one of the husbands had never gone to
bed the night before. One of his hogs
farrowed a litter and he attended her
all night! He said he was just happy
that the births had occurred during
the night, so he didn't have to miss any
of the talks.

T h e  s h a r i n g  t i m e  o n  S u n d a y
evening was a beautiful fulfillment of a
dream come true - the dream of a
pastor for his people. The couples had
found that new world of love that
t h o u s a n d s  b e f o r e  t h e m  h a d
discovered. During the Mass, after the
couples repeated their vows. Father
repeated his, with tears in his eyes.
Suddenly the whole group converged
o n  h i m ,  a r m s  o u t s t r e t c h e d .
surrounding him, and it was the team
couples who stood with tears in their
eyes, silently watching a grateful and
joyfilled people embrace their priest.

As the finalwords of There's a New
World Somewhere rang out, many
more voices joined in, from outside
the house. Couples had driven from
t o w n s  m i l e s  a w a y  o n  i c e  s l i c k
highways, to share in the joy of this
unique weekend, which had lasted for
50 hours.
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