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f i  pirit Magazine joins with the rest of our Worldwide Marriage Encounter
\Communi ty  welcoming John & Barbara Bert rand & Fr .  Pat  Grace as our
\.1 ne* U.S. Secretariat ieaml Thank you for your yes to our Movement and
our Church. We wish you much love and joy as you serve in leadership for
Wor ldwide Marr iage Encounter .

Hats off for a job well done Tampa Bay on Marriage Encounter's 1986 National
Convent ion!  From the color fu l  pagentry on Fr iday n ight  to  the excel lent  shar ings
on Saturday to the precious skits and get-togethers Saturday night to the
awesome message from the Pope present'ed by Papal Delegate Pio Laghi on
Sunday,  i t  was magni f icent l  Our fami l ies thoroughly enjoyed the exper ience and
went away strengthened, encouraged and renewed. This issue is dedicated to
Section V, especially Tampa Bay and surrounding areas and their families for all
the i r  hard work on th is  Convent ion.

Fal l ,  1987,  should be an exci t ing t ime for  the la i ty  of  our  Church.  The Wor ld
Synod of Bishops on the Laity wil l convene in Rome. Since they'l l  be talking
about us, it stands to reason that we should have some input. See your Bishop
and/or Family Life Director to be a part of the input to that Synod!

We were excited to receive from Fr. Donald Maclnnis, MM (Korea) news from the
Asian Marriage Encounter Community which we pass on to you in this issue.

As Advent approaches, may the Lord bless you and yours with peace and loy!
Keep your  d ia logue st rong!  We love you! !

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT does not set policy or determine practices in Worldwide [4arr]age Encounter The editorial policy of
Worldwide Family Spirit is to support the mission ol Worldwide fr,4atriage Encounter as set torth in lts l\.4ission Statement-February
'84. Ooinions exoreised are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the position of Worldwide Llarriage Encounter or
this publication. With the exception of WW.M.E. alfiliated publications and activities, no part ol this publication may be reproduced
or transmitted ln any form without perrnission of Worldwide l\.4arriage Encounter, lnc

WORLDWIDE FAMILY SPIRIT is published quarterly from the Worldwlde l\.4atriage Encounter office ot publication: 409 Big Bayou
Road, Warrington, FL 32507 Annual subscription rate $6 00 in the U S and its possessions, $10 00 Foreign Postage paid at
Warrington, Florida POSTN.4ASTER: Send address changes to l\.4arriage Encounter, PO Box 4006 Warrington, Florida 32502
Worldwide Matriage Encounter, Inc headquarters: t025 W Third Avenue, Colurnbus, Ohio,43212 Articles for publication should be
submitted to the editors, 409 Big Bayou Rd , Warrington, FL 32502
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E Leadership

New U.S. Secretariat Team
e are pleased to write to you
to announce the select ion of  a
new team to lead the Uni ted

States Secretariat of Worldwide
Marr iage Encounter .  They are John &
Barbara Bertrand of San Bernadino,
CA. and Fr .  Pat  Grace of  San Diego,
cA.

Currently, they are the Section
Coordinat ing team for  Sect ion l l
(Arizona, Southern California, Guam,
Nevada,  Utah) .

Please, introduce them to your
communi ty ,  love them and support
them in any way that  you can.

The three of them are dedicated to
our  movement,  bel ieve in  the power of
our  Weekend and very generous in
thei r  serv ice to us as Church.

John & Barbara were married Aug.
20,  1966 at  lmmaculate Conceot ion in
Waukegan,  lL .  and have 4 boys,  John.
Jeff, Joel and Jacob. They were
Encountered Feb.  1 1-1 3,  1977 in
Riverside, CA. and their Encounted
expenence ts :
1 977 -Area Co-ord inators
1 978-Schedul ing Couple
1 878-Region Co-ord inator
1971-Zone Co-ord inator
1979-Execut ive Team wi th Fr .

Charlie Coffee
1981-Uni t  Co-ord inator  wi th Fr .

Char l ie  Cof fee
1982-Uni t  Co-ord inator  wi th Fr .  Pat

Grace
1984-85-Execut ive Team wi th Fr .

Bob Marzul lo
1985-86-Sect ion Xl  Team wi th Fr .

Pat Grace
In thei r  par ish they have been

involved wi th Euchar is t ic  Min is ters,
Lectors, Baptism Team, Marriage
Prep. ,  Par ish Counci l ,  Rel ig ious
Educat ion and Fami ly  L i fe
Commission.

Father Pat Grace was born in
Rochester, NY and attended St.
Bernard 's  Seminary.  He was ordained
June 11,  1949 in Rochester .  His f i rs t
ass ignment  was St .  Monica 's  Church
as Ass't Pastor from 1949-53 and then
served in the U.S.  Navy as Chapla in
from 1953-74. After retiring from the
Navy he became Chaplain/Teacher at
the Academy of Our Lady of peace in
San Diego,  Ca^ f rom 1975-82 and is
current ly  Hospi ta l  Chapla in in  San
Diego.

He was Encountered May S-7, 1g7g
and h is  encountered exper ience is :

Execut ive Team Pr iest ,  San Diego,
CA.

Co-ord inat ing Team Pr iest -Uni t  4 ,
U I S I .  5

Co-ordinat ing Team Pr iest -sect ion Xl

r .  Grace and the Bert rands take
the re ins of  Wor ldWide Marr iaoe
Encounter  in  the Uni ted States-

f rom Frank & Barbara Jel inek and Fr .
Bi l l  Di lgen.  Frank & Barbara,  of
Westerv i l le ,  Ohio jo in wi th Fr .  Richard
Champigny,  O.  Carm. of  Suf fen,  New
York to form one hal f  o f  WWME's
internat ional  leadership.  Forming the
other  hal f  o f  the newly inst i tu ted
tandem system are Al  and Winnie
Bel l iveau of  Moncton,  New Brunswick,

Fr. Pat Grace, Farbara & John Bertrand

Canada and Fr .  Bob Uzzi l io  of
Stamford,  Conn.  Al  and Winnie led the
International Secretariat with Fr. Guido
Heyerbaut  of  Belg ium pr ior  to  the
reorganization. Fr. Bob was previously
a member of  the U.S.  Nat ional
Secretar iat  team.

f";l,i,i..h
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Archbishop Pio Laghi, Apostol ic
Delegate to the United States, reads the
Holy Father's letter to W.W.M.E' National
Convention.

Love Letter From

I  am indeed happy to have this opportunity to send my
I greetings to al l  those taking part in the United States
I National Convention of "Worldwide Marriage Encounter"

which is meeting in Tampa, Florida. The Second Vatican Council
made a special appeal to famil ies to share their spir i tual r iches
with others in order that "the Christ ian family, which springs from
marriage as a reflection of the loving covenant, wil l  manifest to al l
people the Savior's l iving presence in the world, and the
genuinne nature of  the Church"(Gaudium et  Sepes,  48) .

In fact, the Christ ian concept of matrimony is essential ly l inked
with the mystery and the mission of the Church. Only when
matrimony, and the missioi ' t  of married people, is considered in

penetrating this whole wonderful complex of conjugal and
paternal and maternal love, and str ipping it  of that profoundly
human content which from the beginning was also premeated by
a divine mark and reflection. Dear young fr iends! Do not al low
this treasure to be taken away from you! Do not inscribe in the
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Our Holy

5:2). These demands involve putt ing to death "whatever in your
nature is  rooted in  ear th"(Col .3 :5) ,  and tak ing no par t  in  , ,va in
deeds done in  darkness"(Eph.5:11) .  We have to  set  our  hear ts
on "what  per ta ins to  h igher  rea lms"(Col .  3 :1)  and "d iscern the
w i l l  o f  t he  Lo rd " (Eph .  5 :17 ) .

The Apostle's appeal to "keep careful watch over your
conduct" and to "make the most of the present
oppor tuni ty" (Eph.5:15-16)  has an immediate re levance for
Christ ians today. For an essential element of the vocation to

active desire to gain ever better knowledge of the values
enshirned and fostered by the law of God"(No. 34).

This law of God is not al ien to the human person; rather i t
responds to our deepest need and desires, as these have oeen
created by God. It  is a law "which places itself at the service of a
person 's  fu l l  humani ty  wi th  the del icate and b ind ing love whereby
God himself inspires, sustains and guides every creature towards
i ts  happiness"( ib id . ) .

fami l ies.  For  indeed one of  the fundamentar  pr inc ipres of  conjugal
and {ami ly  sp i r i tua l i ty  is  that  " the fami ly 's  actual  par t ic ipat ion in
the church 's  l i fe  and miss ion is  in  d i rect  propor t ion to  ine f ide l i ty
and in tens i ty  of  the prayer  wi th  which i t  is  un i ted wi th  the f ru i t fu i
v ine that  is  Chr is t  the Lord"( ib id . ,  62) .

Be assured of my prayers for al l  of you. May Christ, the Good
Shepherd, bless your homes with harmony and peace and f i l l
your hearts with joy. To al l  those present at the bonvention and
to al l  associated with you I cordial ly impart my Apostol ic Blessing.

From the Vatican, May 29, 199644o

Father

The Holy Father greets Barbara &
Dick  McBr ide ,  represent ing  W.W.M.E. ,  a t
the 1980 Synod on the Family. Dick and
Barbara spoke at this year's convention.
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July 18-20, Tampa
A special welcome from
Convention
Coordinating Team
Members Fr. SY
Gardner, Mary & Don
Haynes and BishoP
Francis Dunn, Marr iage
Encounter's Episcopal
Moderator.

BISHOP FRANCIS  DUNN
Auxi l lary Bishop of  Dubuque,  lowa,
Episcopal Moderator of Marriage
Encounter

Let us pray. Oh Lord let our dreams
soar just as the rainbow stretches
across the sky,  g leaming wi th the
colors of faith, of hope and of
happiness.  Let  our  inh ib i t ion and our
fears as we strive to make our hopes
a real i ty  as they come into being Just
as a pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow has contained the treasures
of the world, let the treasures of our
love be simply love for one another.
May our  romant ic ism be seen and be
received. May our strength and
courage and our  ins ight  br ing our

Friday Night:  Welcome

vis ion to a real i ty .  And let  your  Spi r i l
gu ide  i n  ou r  imag ina t i on ,  i n  ou r
fami l ies so that  worr ies and anxiet ies
wi l l  not  overcome us.  For  i t  is  onlY
through dreams that  the beautY and
wonder of  your  k ingdom shal l  be
made known to a l l  mankind

May we remember,  the more we
dream, the far ther  our  hopes wi l l  take
us ' t i l  we too reach our  "Pot  of  gold"
and our  happiness and our  growing
love for  one another  and for  our  Lord,
Jesus Chr is t .
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' r , , ,and  Cha l lenge

An exhortat ion f rom John J.
Nevins,  Bishop of  Venice,
Flor ida.
In  our  day and age when the very

inst i tu t ion of  marr iage is  threatened,
this convention is an affirmation of the
sacredness of  Chr is t ian marr iage.  l t  is
a profession of your faith and your
dedication to basic values of Christian
fami ly  l i fe .  By your  presence here wi th
your chi ldren,  God's most  prec ious
gifts to you, you witness to all that is
good,  a l l  that  is  noble,  a l l  that  is
beaut i fu l  in  your  marr iage and fami ly
life. I thank God for you, for each one
of  you and for  your  fami l ies.  And I
would ask that  you inc lude in your
petit ion to God that you wil l be a
sacramental  s ign of  marr iage wherein
lhere is  s t rength,  the sacredness,  the
nobil ity of your state and especially to
give strength and support to the single
parents in  our  midst  and thei r
chi ldren.

In th is  par t icu lar  moment of  our
nation's history, God addresses you
as members of the Worldwide
Marr iage Encounter ,  saying " l  have
called you. I need you to speek for
Me."And there I  would l ike to ouote
the words of  Our Holy Father ,  John

Paul  l l .  Words that  were addressed to
the confederat ion.

"Yours is  the commitment  that
deserves the t i t le  miss ion."

Today more then ever you are
called to restore confidence to
Chr is t ian fami l ies so that  they may not
g ive way to fear ,  d iscouragement and
lack of  conf idence in themselves.  As
Christian spouses you are called to
uphold the values of  love,  fa i th fu lness,
mutual  help,  ind issoluabi l i ty  of
marr iage,  fecundi ty  in  i ts  fu l lest
meaning,  in t imacy enr iched by
opening towards others,  the
awareness of  being the or ig inal  ce l l  o f
society.  l t 's  your  responsib i l i ty  to
uphold these values where they are
undermined,  to rek indle them where
they are most  ext inguished,  to
strengthed them where they are
weakened.  Bel ieve in  those values
wi th convict ion;  proc la im them wi th
courage;  l ive them wi th joy;  t ransmit
them wi th f ide l i ty !  Procla im what  you
bel ieve and l ive what  you procla im!

They lean on you,  they need you
and I  want  those young chi ldren. . ,as
we approach the year  2000. . .1o be so
supported . . .wi th example,  fami ly  l i fe ,
par ish l i fe ,  that  we wi l l  see the dawn
of  a new era. . .an era that  was eoual
to the 13th century. . . that  was known
as an age of  hoi lness and that  those
chi ldren when they take a spouse,  in
marr iage that  we wi l l  see a new era
tak ing p lace in  Amer ica.

Marr iage is  a cal l  to  hol iness.  l t  is  to
be achieved through the mutual  love
of  spouses,  thei r  in terpersonal
re lat ionships and thei r  fami ly  l i fe .

You are cal led to be a l iv ing
presence in the world my very dear
people.  The Chr is t ian fami lv  is  the
leaven of  society.  A l ight  to the wor ld;

Fr. Harry Brown, Execulive Priest for
Tampa Bay area, Bishop Dunn and Fr.
Phi l  Halstead, then Section Five
Coordinating priest l isten to Bishop
Nevins.

a presence and mani festat ion of  God,s
love in  the wor ld.  you possess the

otners can read God's contemporary
message of  sa lvat ion"

You have a sacred ro le to p lay . . . in
fostering vocation to the priesthood
and re l ig ious l i fe .

As the domest ic  Church the fami lv
is  a nursery of  vocat ions.  l t  is  there
that the first seed of vocation is sown.
The Chr is t ian fami ly  is  the domest ic
semtnary where your  sons and
daughters are helped to d iscover
God's cal l ing for  them. And where
they are g iven necessary guidence
and are provided the requi red
envi ronment  for  that  ca l l ing to take
root. The seedling of vocation is
a l lowed to grow, nur tured by fami ly
prayer  in  an atmosphere nour ished bv
the Word of God and the gospel
values.  So encourage your  sons and
daughters,  and grandsons and
granddaughters who may be
Interested in  the re l ig ious l i fe .

The fami ly . . . is  a lso the p lace where
chi ldren come to learn the meanino of
love and marr ied l i fe .  Thei r  at t i tudel
toward marriage are shaped by the
way thei r  parents l ive out  thei r
marnage cornmit tment .  The Church of
our  day needs good lay men and
women for  the var ious lav min is t r ies.
As Chr is t ian spouses and parents,  I
remind you now and again and again
you are going to be held responsib le
for  the Church 's  future leadership.  But
I  know that  you' re going to do your
best  and to work wi th the l iv ing God to
spread His k ingdom across our
country.
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The
Rainbow
Connection
in
Music,
Lights and
Motion!
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