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Bugs & Peg at Convention '86

Community welcoming John & Barbara Bertrand & Fr. Pat Grace as our

new U.S. Secretariat Team! Thank you for your yes to our Movement and
our Church. We wish you much love and joy as you serve in leadership for
Worldwide Marriage Encounter.

Hats off for a job well done Tampa Bay on Marriage Encounter’s 1986 National
Convention! From the colorful pagentry on Friday night to the excellent sharings
on Saturday to the precious skits and get-togethers Saturday night to the
awesome message from the Pope presented by Papal Delegate Pio Laghi on
Sunday, it was magnificent! Our families thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
went away strengthened, encouraged and renewed. This issue is dedicated to
Section V, especially Tampa Bay and surrounding areas and their families for all
their hard work on this Convention.

Fall, 1987, should be an exciting time for the laity of our Church. The World
Synod of Bishops on the Laity will convene in Rome. Since they’ll be talking
about us, it stands to reason that we should have some input. See your Bishop
and/or Family Life Director to be a part of the input to that Synod!

We were excited to receive from Fr. Donald Maclnnis, MM (Korea) news from the
Asian Marriage Encounter Community which we pass on to you in this issue.

As Advent approaches, may the Lord bless you and yours with peace and joy!
Keep your dialogue strong! We love you!!

S pirit Magazine joins with the rest of our Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Wa. love 30&:!
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Worldwide Family Spirit is to support the mission of Woridwide Marriage Encounter as set forth in its Mission Statement—February
'84. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the position of Worldwide Marriage Encounter or
this publication. With the exception of WW.M.E. affifiated publications and activities, no part of this publication may be reproduced
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submitted to the editors, 409 Big Bayou Rd,, Warrington, FL 32507.
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& Leadership
New U.S. Secretanat Team

e are pleased to write to you
to announce the selection of a
new team to lead the United

States Secretariat of Worldwide
Marriage Encounter. They are John &
Barbara Bertrand of San Bernadino,
CA. and Fr. Pat Grace of San Diego,
CA.

Currently, they are the Section
Coordinating team for Section Il
(Arizona, Southern California, Guam,
Nevada, Utah).

Please, introduce them to your
community, love them and support
them in any way that you can.

The three of them are dedicated to
our movement, believe in the power of
our Weekend and very generous in
their service to us as Church.

John & Barbara were married Aug.
20, 1966 at Immaculate Conception in
Waukegan, IL. and have 4 boys, John,
Jeff, Joel and Jacob. They were
Encountered Feb. 11-13, 1977 in
Riverside, CA. and their Encounted
experience is:
1977—Area Co-ordinators
1978—Scheduling Couple
1878—Region Co-ordinator
1978—Zone Co-ordinator
1979—Executive Team with Fr.

Charlie Coffee
1981—Unit Co-ordinator with Fr.
Charlie Coffee
1982—Unit Co-ordinator with Fr. Pat
Grace
1984-85—Executive Team with Fr.
Bob Marzullo
1985-86—Section XI Team with Fr.
Pat Grace

In their parish they have been
involved with Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, Baptism Team, Marriage
Prep., Parish Council, Religious
Education and Family Life
Commission.

Father Pat Grace was born in
Rochester, NY and attended St.
Bernard’s Seminary. He was ordained
June 11, 1949 in Rochester. His first
assignment was St. Monica’s Church
as Ass’t Pastor from 1949-53 and then
served in the U.S. Navy as Chaplain
from 1953-74. After retiring from the
Navy he became Chaplain/Teacher at
the Academy of Our Lady of Peace in
San Diego, Ca. from 1975-82 and is
currently Hospital Chaplain in San
Diego.

=

Fr. Pat Grace, Parbara & John Bertrand

He was Encountered May 5-7, 1978
and his encountered experience is:
Executive Team Priest, San Diego,

Canada and Fr. Bob Uzzilio of
Stamford, Conn. Al and Winnie led the
International Secretariat with Fr. Guido

CA. Heyerbaut of Belgium prior to the
reorganization. Fr. Bob was previously
a member of the U.S. National
Secretariat team.

Co-ordinating Team Priest—Unit 4,
Dist. 5
Co-ordinating Team Priest—Section XI

the reins of WorldWide Marriage

Encounter in the United States
from Frank & Barbara Jelinek and Fr.
Bill Dilgen. Frank & Barbara, of
Westerville, Ohio join with Fr. Richard
Champigny, O. Carm. of Suffen, New
York to form one half of WWME’s
international leadership. Forming the
other half of the newly instituted
tandem system are Al and Winnie
Belliveau of Moncton, New Brunswick,
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‘- A Love Letter From

greetings to all those taking part in the United States

National Convention of ‘‘Worldwide Marriage Encounter”’
which is meeting in Tampa, Florida. The Second Vatican Council
made a special appeal to families to share their spiritual riches
with others in order that ‘‘the Christian family, which springs from
marriage as a reflection of the loving covenant, will manifest to all

I am indeed happy to have this opportunity to send my

Archbishop Pio Laghi, Apostolic

Delegate to the United States, reads the people the Savior’s living presence in the world, and the
Holy Father's letter to W.W.M.E. National genuinne nature of the Church”’(Gaudium et Sepes, 48).
Convention. In fact, the Christian concept of matrimony is essentially linked

with the mystery and the mission of the Church. Only when
matrimony, and the mission of married people, is considered in
the light of Christ’s love for thesChurch (cf. Eph. 5:22-33) can one
properly understand the truth about marriage and the family.

| appreciate what Worldwide Marriage Encounter, together with
other apostolic movements, has done in recent years to inspire
married couples with a true Christian vision of their vocation to
marriage and family life.

It is especially important today, when speaking to married
couples and in particular to young people, to recall that their
vocation must give concrete expression to the demands of the
truth in daily life. As | said in my Apostolic Letter to the Youth of
the World,"“The materialistic and consumeristic civilization is
penetrating this whole wonderful complex of conjugal and
paternal and maternal love, and stripping it of that profoundly
human content which from the beginning was also premeated by
a divine mark and reflection. Dear young friends! Do not allow
this treasure to be taken away from you! Do not inscribe in the
plan of your life a deformed, improverished and falsified content:
love “‘rejoices in the truth”. Seek out this truth where it is really
to be found! If necessary, be resolved to go against the current
of popular opinion and propaganda solgans! Do not be afraid of
the love that places demands on people. These demands-as you
find them in the constant teaching of the Church-are precisely
capable of making your love a true love™'(No. 10).

Saint Paul constantly reminds us in concrete terms of the
precise demands that are required of “those who live according
to the spirit”’(Rom. 8:5) and who “follow the way of love''(Eph.
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Our Holy

5:2). These demands involve putting to death ‘‘whatever in your
nature is rooted in earth’’(Col. 3:5), and taking no part in “‘vain
deeds done in darkness’’(Eph. 5:11). We have to set our hearts
on “what pertains to higher realms”(Col. 3:1) and ‘““discern the
will of the Lord”’(Eph. 5:17).

The Apostle’s appeal to “‘keep careful watch over your
conduct” and to “make the most of the present
opportunity’’(Eph.5:15-16) has an immediate relevance for
Christians today. For an essential element of the vocation to
holiness on the part of mairied couples must be precisely an
ethic of conjugal and family life. As | stated in my Apostolic
Exhortation regarding the Role of the Christian Family in the
Modern World,"“Married people too are called upon to progress
unceasingly in their moral life, with the support of a sincere and
active desire to gain ever better knowledge of the values
enshirned and fostered by the law of God”'(No. 34).

This law of God is not alien to the human person; rather it
responds to our deepest need and desires, as these have been
created by God. It is a law “‘which places itself at the service of a
person’s full humanity with the delicate and binding love whereby
God himself inspires, sustains and guides every creature towards
its happiness’’(ibid.).

Such a programme for a “‘spirituality’” and an ethic of family
life will require a daily asceticism which embraces every aspect
of married life. | would hope that “‘Worldwide Marriage
Encounter™ will assist married couples in responding with ever
greater fidelity and generosity to this evangelical call through
your reflections, dialogues, study and publications. In particular |
recommend this task to your prayers, as individuals and as
families. For indeed one of the fundamental principles of conjugal
and family spirituality is that “‘the family’s actual participation in
the Church’s life and mission is in direct proportion to the fidelity
and intensity of the prayer with which it is united with the fruitful
vine that is Christ the Lord”(ibid., 62).

Be assured of my prayers for all of you. May Christ, the Good
Shepherd, bless your homes with harmony and peace and fill
your hearts with joy. To all those present at the Convention and
to all associated with you | cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, May 28, 198644

Father

i

The Holy Father greets Barbara &
Dick McBride, representing W.W.M.E., at
the 1980 Synod on the Family. Dick and
Barbara spoke at this year’s convention.
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7>  Friday Night: Welcome
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July 18-20, Tampa

A special welcome from
Convention
Coordinating Team
Members Fr. Sy
Gardner, Mary & Don
Haynes and Bishop
Francis Dunn, Marriage
Encounter’s Episcopal
Moderator.

BISHOP FRANCIS DUNN
Auxillary Bishop of Dubuque, lowa,
Episcopal Moderator of Marriage

Encounter

Let us pray. Oh Lord let our dreams vision to a reality.
soar just as the rainbow stretches guide in our imagination, in our
across the sky, gleaming with the families so that worries and anxieties
colors of faith, of hope and of will not overcome us. For it is only
happiness. Let our inhibition and our through dreams that the beauty and
fears as we strive to make our hopes wonder of your kingdom shall be
a reality as they come into being. Just made known to all mankind.
as a pot of gold at the end of the May we remember, the more we
rainbow has contained the treasures dream, the farther our hopes will take
of the world, let the treasures of our us ’til we too reach our “‘pot of gold”
love be simply love for one another. and our happiness and our growing
May our romanticism be seen and be love for one another and for our Lord,
received. May our strength and Jesus Christ.
courage and our insight bring our ‘0’
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......and Challenge

.

An exhortation from John J.
Nevins, Bishop of Venice,
Florida.

In our day and age when the very
institution of marriage is threatened,
this convention is an affirmation of the
sacredness of Christian marriage. It is
a profession of your faith and your
dedication to basic values of Christian
family life. By your presence here with
your children, God’s most precious
gifts to you, you witness to all that is
good, all that is noble, all that is
beautiful in your marriage and familty
life. | thank God for you, for each one
of you and for your families. And |
would ask that you include in your
petition to God that you will be a
sacramental sign of marriage wherein
there is strength, the sacredness, the
nobility of your state and especially to
give strength and support to the single
parents in our midst and their
children.

In this particular moment of our
nation’s history, God addresses you
as members of the Worldwide
Marriage Encounter, saying ‘| have
called you. | need you to speek for
Me.”And there | would like to quote
the words of Our Holy Father, John

Paul Il. Words that were addressed to
the confederation.

“Yours is the commitment that
deserves the title mission.”

Today more then ever you are
called to restore confidence to
Christian families so that they may not
give way to fear, discouragement and
lack of confidence in themselves. As
Christian spouses you are called to
uphold the values of love, faithfulness,
mutual help, indissoluabitity of
marriage, fecundity in its fullest
meaning, intimacy enriched by
opening towards others, the
awareness of being the original cell of
society. It's your responsibility to
uphold these values where they are
undermined, to rekindle them where
they are most extinguished, to
strengthed them where they are
weakened. Believe in those values
with conviction; proclaim them with
courage; live them with joy; transmit
them with fidelity! Proclaim what you
believe and live what you proclaim!

They lean on you, they need you
and | want those young children...as
we approach the year 2000...to be so
supported ...with example, family life,
parish life, that we will see the dawn
of a new era...an era that was equal
to the 13th century...that was known
as an age of hoilness and that those
children when they take a spouse. in
marriage that we will see a new era
taking place in America.

Marriage is a call to holiness. It is to
be achieved through the mutual love
of spouses, their interpersonal
relationships and their family life.

You are called to be a living
presence in the world my very dear
people. The Christian family is the
leaven of society. A light to the world:;

Fr. Harry Brown, Executive Priest for
Tampa Bay area, Bishop Dunn and Fr.
Phil Halstead, then Section Five
Coordinating priest listen to Bishop
Nevins.

a presence and manifestation of God’s
love in the world. You possess the
power to sanctify the world and by the
living witness of your lives you bring
the message of Christ's gospel to
others. The Christian family can be
said to be the “‘open Bible''in which
others can read God’s contemporary
message of salvation.

You have a sacred role to play ...in
fostering vocation to the priesthood
and religious life.

As the domestic Church the family
is a nursery of vocations. It is there
that the first seed of vocation is sown.
The Christian family is the domestic
seminary where your sons and
daughters are helped to discover
God’s calling for them. And where
they are given necessary guidence
and are provided the required
environment for that calling to take
root. The seedling of vocation is
allowed to grow, nurtured by family
prayer in an atmosphere nourished by
the Word of God and the gospel
values. So encourage your sons and
daughters, and grandsons and
granddaughters who may be
interested in the religious life.

The family...is also the place where
children come to learn the meaning of
love and married life. Their attitudes
toward marriage are shaped by the
way their parents live out their
marriage cormmittment. The Church of
our day needs good lay men and
women for the various lay ministries.
As Christian spouses and parents, |
remind you now and again and again
you are going to be held responsible
for the Church’s future leadership. But
I know that you're going to do your
best and to work with the living God to

spread His kingdom across our

country.
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and a Liturgical Dance —
Then the Celebration Ballooneao
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