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Editor's Notebook

Matrimony Changes

Dear Lovers.
Yep, we're ready for Southern Califor-

nia, and we hope to see you at the Los An-
geles Conventionl

Our theme this time is "Surviving a

Crisis as a Couple," and as usually happens,

someone was put into our path to provide

inspi rat ion for  a s tory just  in  t ime.
This t ime i t  was Dennis & AlYnn

Battaglia, our former U.S. Secretariat Lead-

ership. They had quite visibly just recov-

ered from a tremendous crisis, and con-

sented to an interview while we visited with

them. We hope you'll find their story touch-

ing and inspi r i ing for  your  own jorr rney.

We have several new things going on

with the magazine. First, subscriptions will

now be handled at the WWME National

Office in San Bernardino, so please note

the new mailing address. We will continue

to accept magazine input and letters at the

same PO address here in lovely Pollock

Pines.
Second. we now have Circulation Man-

agers, Kevin & Crystal Sull ivan from

Lbertyville, IL. The Sullivans' job is to

increase our subscribership, and they are

full of ideas! Kevin is the Catalyst and

Crystal is the Organizer.
Third, Phil & Dana Wright of Phoe-

nix, AZ have agreed to design and main-

tain a web page for Matrimony. It will be

accessible from www.wwme.org.
We had the privilege of attending the

Secretariat meeding in St. Louis, MO in

April. lt was an exciting honor to meet all

of the section leadership teams and learn

about the work being done to further the

Weekend and support the M.E. community.
We are also representing M.E. and

Matrimony Magazine at the Catholic Press

Association Conference in Chicago in a few

days.
We are grateful for the opportunity to

serve the Encounter in this way. Thank you,

and we hope you enjoy this issue.

With love.
Ralph & Karen Lewis
Pollock Pines, CA
wmedi tor@ i  nnerc i te.com

Ralph & Karen - "We're ready to roll!"

Crysta l  & Kevin Sul l ivan
Matrimony's new Circulation Managers.
The Sullivans recentl\t finished a term as
Executive Teamfor the Chicago area. They
have two children and live in Libertyville,
L.

The theme for the
Fall'99 issue is
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Weekend. Art ic lesshouldfal l  in tooneofthefol lowingcategor ies:  l )  Anincidentoraper iodolyour l i fethatwasstronglyaf l 'ectedbyl iv ingtheWeekendvalues;  2)
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CONTACT: Ralph & Karen Lewis - Phone (530)644-206'7 ,Fax (530)64.+-2065, e-mai1 wmeditor@innercite com Send conespondence to Matrimony Magazine, P.O.

Box 1385, Pollock Pines, CA 95126.
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dTlatdmony Mail

Growing
Old To-
gether

Dear Ralph &
Karen,

We were
touched by the
ar t ic le  "Bur-

nished Gold"
(Spring '99).

U p o n
reading it, I remembered a story our 13 year
old daughter printed off the Internet for us.
She brought to me and said, "This is some-
thing you could use at your next Marriage
Encounter meeting."

My husband and I really enjoyed it and
thought  you might  a lso.

God bless.
Melody (& Jeny) Hart
Andrews, TX

The Beauty of Love

The question is asked, "Is there any-
thing more beautiful in life than a boy and
a girl clasping clean hands and pure hearts
in the path of marriage? Can there be any-
thing more beautiful than young love?

And the answer is given, "Yes, there is
a more beautiful thing. It is the spectacle
of an old man and an old woman finishing
their journey together on that path. Their
hands are gnarled, but still clasped; their
faces seamed, but still radiant; their hearts
are physically bowed and tired, but still
strong with love and devotion for one an-
other.

Yes, there is a more beautiful thing than
young love. Old love."

-Anonymous

Dear Melody & Jerry,
One more thing to look forward to in

our journey! Thank you for sharing with
us. - R&K

We are always happy to hearfrom our read-
ers. Send letters to Matrimony Magazine,
PO Box 1385, Pollock Pines, CA 95726.

Fax: (530)641-2065
E-mail : wme dito r @ innercit e. c om

Community Support is Vital
during Crisis

Dear Karen & Ralph,
"Surviving a Crisis," the theme for the

Summer '99 issue of Matrimony prompted
us to share our story with you, our Mar-
riage Encounter Family - for without You,
we wouldn't have survived as we did and
still continue to do.

Fi f teen years ego our  o ldest  son
Michael, a sophomore at New Mexico State
University, was involved in a terrible auto-
mobile accident and wasn't expected to live
due to extensive bra in in jur ies.

By the time we arrived at the hospital,
a 5 hour drive from our home, we were met
not only by Michael's whole fraternity, but
a special ME Team with whom we had pre-

sented Weekends in the past.
They opened their hearts and
home to us for what would be-
come a much lonser  t ime
than expected.

They became our "glue"

to hold us all together that
f i rs t  month.  Then when
Michael was stabilized and
we could move him to ICU in
an Albuquerque hospital

closer to our home they insisted
on driving our car behind the

speeding ambulance, before they flew back
to their home.

In Albuquerque, they "handed" us over
to another special ME Team, who asked
Joan to live in for as lons as needed. which

Empezando con Junio, 1999,
envien solicitud para

suscripci6nes, cambio de domicilio
y cualquier pregunta acerca de

suscripci6nes a:

Beginning June, 1999
send subscriptions,

address changes and any
subscription questions to:

turned out to be nearly
seven months. They lis-
tened, prayed, consoled,
encouraged, advised and rejoiced with us!
They even made bedrolls for all of us to
use when Ray and our other children joined
Joan in Albuquerque every weekend. We
were quite a sight on Friday and Saturday
nights: 7 sleeping children and 4 adults,
wall-to-wall bodies spread all over their liv-
ing room floor. "Our Weekend Slumber-
Fun," according to our children!

Our Michael didn't die, as expected
many times, but began emerging from his
coma the third month, to begin the long road
toward healing physically and emotionally,
re-learning to walk, talk, and eat. He loves
people and is especially sensitive to other
handicapped people, wanting to help them
if he can.

It's been said that "Crises helps you
discover who and what you are," and all of
us have been on that Road of Discovery for
the past 15 years, with the loving support
of not only our own families, but our Mar-
riage Encounter Family as well!

Peace & Love,
Joan & Ray Alcouffe
Los Alamos, NM

Dear Joan & Ray,
Thankyoufor the story ofyour loving

communitl, and for allotving yourselves to
be loved in your time of tragedy. Michael
is surely a gift who is here for a special
reason. - R&K

Moving?
It's a savings to
Matrimony when
you let us know
ASAP!

"$'.'i'

ffi

a

2270 E. Hig$land Ave, #106
San BernarHino, CA 92404

(909)863-9963
wwme.office@juno.com
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ApoyAndonos Uno al otro ?ara

por Ralph y Karen Lewis

Ver{r,n{} 199t} - Reno, Nevada -

Secci6nes 12 y 13, Convenci6n EMM.
Alli estubimos con mds de 100 otras

parejas.  Nos d i6 mucho gusto poder

disfrutar l iderato con Dennis y Alynn
Battaglia. Era la primera oportunidad en
que podiamos ver los despu6s que

terminaron su turno de Uderato Nacional
al lado del Padre Rich O'Brien.

Se veian descansados y contentos de
no ser el foco de la atenci6n como antes.
Nos platicaron un poco de sus planes para

aumentar su tiempo con la familia, grabar

su mrisica y producir un album. Hablaron
tambi6n de sus planes para reanudar sus
carreras-6reas de su vida que sufrieron por

viajar constantemente en su papel de
liderazgo con el EM.

{Jfcrl}rl JfF8.
Unos cudntos meses despu6s,

recibimos la noticia aterrorizante de que
Dennis estaba en el hospital, en cirugia para

cancer de la garganta. Las noticias que

seguian eran espantosas y a la  vez
alentadoras. La cirugia habia sido mas
extensiva de lo esperado, pero Dennis estaba
bien.

Recibiamos noticias de Alynn por
medio de E Mail y llamadas ocasionales
por tel6fono, que estaban teniendo tiempos
dificiles. Aparentemente, la quimioterdpia
estaba haciendo su efecto, pero era muy
di f ic i l  para Dennis f is icamente y

emocionalmente para los dos.
Abril 1999 - Sacramento, California

-Secci6n 12 Equipo de Presentaci6n, Fin
de Semttna de Enriquecimientn.

Vimos a Alynn del otro lado del sal6n,
y quisimos acercarnos a ella, pero un seiior
alto y delgado. con lentes se intetpuso en
nuestro paso y nos salud6. Como no lo
conociamos,  quis imos int roducimos.
Despu6s de abrazarnos, se sonri6. Y con
esfuerzo obvio, dijo, "Ola, yo soy Dennis."

Nos tom6 un minuto para realizar. Era
Dennis Battaglia-I20 libras mas delgado

6

Articulo de Portada

y hablando con una voz tan suave, que a
veces era dificil escucharlo por encima de
todas las conversaciones. Lo abrazamos
otra vez e hicimos por ver al Dennis que
conociamos.

Cenamos con Dennis y  Alynn y
descubrimos que, afnque Dennis se ve
diferente y parece hablar mas lento, su
sentido de humor y su determinaci6n siguen
como siempre. Los siguientes comentarios
son captados de nuestra conversaci6n con
ellos durante la cena y entrevista con ellos.

Alynn; Desde el principio, ha sido una
exper iencia d i f ic i l .  E l  cancer  estaba
creciendo rdpidamente. En el primer mes
despu6s de ser descubierlo, el tumor creci6
el doble. La cirugia fue mas extensiva de
1o esperado. Involucr6 la larinja, el paladar
y las anginas,  la  lengua y garganta.
Tuvieron que investigar la mardibula para
asegurar que habian extraido todo el can-

Cuando me di jeron por  pr imera vez.
todo lo que habian hecho, me puse a llorar.
Dennis estubo en e l  hospi ta l  por  dos
semanas, y luego lo cuid6 en casa.

Dennis ha tenido mucha terdpia para
aprender a hablar de nuevo. Ha tenido que
trabajar mucho.

Nuestra familia uni6 sus esfuerzos para
cuidarlo. Todos aprendimos mucho de su
condici6n m6dica y necesidades. Nuestro
hijo mayor, Nicholas, se hizo responsable
y asumi6 el lugar de cabeza de la familia.

Hl**Snlntf;ens* #s Mffiff fsrffim

...Te he llamado por tu nombre: me perteneces

Cuando pases por el agua, yo estar6 contigo;

En los rios no te ahogar6s.

Cuando camines por el fuego, no te quemar6sl

Las llamas no te consumir6n...

Isafas 43

Nuestros hijos menores nos aseguraban que
todo saldria bien. Nos escuchaban de
coraz6n.

llenfiis: Nuestra familia sinti6 una
uni6n mas fuer-te. Creo que fue mas dificil
paraAlynn que para mi. Ella tenia que estar
a mi lado y observar. Ella compartia fuertes
sentimientos de imposibilidad.

Aly*m; Dios me di6 la gracia de ser
fuerte para Dennis. Sus sentimientos de
temor y depresi6n no lograron deprimirme,
que para mi era raro. El ha estado luchando
por su vida por 8 meses y no ha podido
compartir sus sentimientos conmigo de la
manera que lo haciamos antes. Por mucho
de este tiempo no hemos podido tener la
e x p e r i e n c i a  d e  v i v i r  c o m o  p a r e j a  y
compartir las experiencias que han sido una
parte tan imporlante de nuestra vida matri-
monial.

EI sufrimiento es una forma de oraci6n.
He ffatado de ofrecerlo como oraci6n.

Sennis: (Con una sonrisa lastimosa)
No lue tan espiritual para mi.

Aiynau Con la gracia de Dios, pude
estar al lado de Dennis y hacer 1o mejor
para permanecer fuerte y positiva. Eso le
di6 a Dennis rayos de esperanza. Nunca
hemos tenido la experiencia de afectarnos
uno al otro de esa manera.

Despu6s que mucho de esto habia
pasado nos dimos cuenta que el cancer de
Dennis se habia diagnosticado como cuarto
grado, del cual solo 57o sobreviven.

Afortunadamente. teniamos un doctor#s #9.#6t#ft"
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Dennis y Alynn Battaglia han servido al
Encuentro en varios puestos de responsabilidad
durante los iltimos 19 aiios. En enero de 1998.
completnron su tdrmino de 3 aiios como Lideres
Nacionales del  Secretar iado de EE UU, que

sirvieron con el Padre Rich O'Brien.

Los Battaglias son miembros de la comunidad
de EM de Monterey CA. Tienen 7 hijos, 3 de edad
escolar

El afio pasado descubrieron que Dennis tenia
cancer de la  gargant t t .  Despuds de c i rugla
extensiva, terdpia y lucha. dl estd ahora libre deL
concer.

joven, positivo, que nos daba iinimo. En un punto, arin 6l expres6
dudas, y yo tenia solo mi fuerza interior y las oraciones de nuestros
amigos para alentarme.

i p+:$!r"r g: Este ha sido un tiempo para nosotros en el que hemos
estado recibiendo y no est6bamos impuestos a eso. Tengo un
pequeflo altar de cosas importantes para nosotros como una seflal
visible de apoyo. Puse tarjetas en la pared, rodeando el altar. Se
me acab6 el espacio y comenc6 a hacer montones de tarjetas. Varios
de estos montones son mds de un pie de alto.

Dennis nos ensefl6 una carta de Maureen y Windsor de
Sousa de Mombia, India. Ellos habian leido en Matrimony de
la enfermedad de Dennis y escribieron, 'Aunque nunca nos
hemos conocido, sentimos que te conocemos. Nos di6 tristeza
y queriamos que supieras que te amamos." Dennis lleva la
cafia en su billetera, y se conmovi6 al leerla.

{}eilcni"q: Fue una bendici6n el tener tanto apoyo. El Obispo
de Monterey vino a visitarnos antes de la cirugia. Tdntos sacerdotes
y parejas han estado con nosotros. Cartas y llamadas te1ef'6nicas
nos han dado 6nimo y hasta nos han hecho reir. Hemos sentido el
poder de la oraci6n de todo el mundo, de mucha gente que ni
slqulera conocemos.

Atrrl'e:u.: Hemos pasado por tanto. Las cosas estdn volviendo
a 1o normal en nuestro didlogo y en nuestras decisiones. Vamos a
presentar las pl6ticas en un FDS al final de abril.

Arin es dificil para nosotros, especialmente para Dennis, ver
la casa y comentar "iC6mo es posible que la casa est6 en estas
condiciones?" y realizar que tenemos 8 meses de atrasados. El
expresa mucho enojo y frustraci6n. Al principio, era dificil para
mi no tomar sus criticas oersonalmente.

fi}*fficri$l Estoy agradecido por mi vida, mi salud y mi fa-
milia. Eso es un regalo de Dios. Arin soy yo arinque me veo tan
diferente.

:{l.1,raru Afn tiene su sentido de humor y linda alma. A trav6s
de cada cambio, solo tenia que ver sus ojos para saber que era el
mismo de antes.

ffi
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Cover Story

by Ralph & Karen Lewis

Swmmer 1998 * Reno, Nevada -

Section 12 & 13 WWME Convention.
We were there along with over a

hundred other couples. We were de-
lighted to get to spend a little time with
Dennis and Alynn Battaglia. It was the
first time we had seen them since the
end of their tetm as national leadership
along with Fr. Rich O'Brien.

They looked rested and happy to
be there without being the focus of at-
tention for a change. They talked with
us a little about plans for increased fam-
ily time, recording their music and re-
leasing an album, and about resuming
their careers - areas of their life that
had suffered from the constant travel
that comes with the national leadership
posrtlon.

Itsll 1998.
It was with dismay that we heard a

few months later that Dennis was un-
dergoing surgery for throat cancer. The
news that followed was both grim and
hopeful. The surgery had been more
extensive than expected, but Dennis was
doing well.

We heard from Alynn through e-
mail and occasional telephone contacts
that they were having a difficult time.
Chemotherapy appeared to be working
but it was very hard on Dennis physi-
cally and on both of them emotionally.

April. 1999 - Sacramento, Califur-
nia - Section 12 Presentinp team en-
richment weekend.

We saw Alynn from across the
room and started toward her, but were
intercepted by a slender man wearing
glasses who said hello to us. Since we

8

Isaiah 43

his medical condition and needs. Our oldest
son Nicholas really came through for us as the
man of the family. Our youngest children kept
telling us everything would be okay. They lis-
tened to their hearts.

Ilennis: It brought us much closer as a
family. I think it was more difficult for Alynn
than for me. She had to sit by and watch. She
shared strong feelings of helplessness.

A,lynnr God gave me extra graces to be
strong for Dennis. His feelings of fear and de-
pression didn't drag me down, which was un-
usual for me. He's been fighting for his life
for 8 months and he hasn't been able to share
his feelings with me in the ways we were used
to. Through much of this time, we haven't been
able to experience living as a couple and shar-
ing the experiences that have been such a big
part of our married life.

Suffering is a form of prayer. I tried to
offer it up.

Ilennis: (With a rueful smile) It wasn't so
soiritual for me.

Holding on vo each ot'her and

... I have called you by name: you are mine.
When you pass through the water,I will be with you;
In the rivers you shall not drown.
When you walk through fire, you shall not be burnedl
the flames shall not consume you ...

hadn't met him, we stopped to introduce
ourselves. After he hugged us, he smiled.
Then with obvious effort he said. "Hi. I'm
Dennis."

It still took a minute to register. It was
Dennis Battaglia - 120 pounds lighter and
speaking with a voice so soft it was often
hard to hear him above the background con-
versations. We hugged him again and tried
to see the old Dennis.

We were able to have dinner with Den-
nis and Alynn and discovered that while
Dennis looks different and seems a bit qui-
eter, his sense of humor and his determina-
tion still show through. The following com-
ments are taken from our dinner time visit
and interview with them.

Alynn: From the beginning, it has been
a difficult experience. The cancer was fast
growing. In the first month after it was dis-
covered, the tumor doubled in size. The
surgery was more extensive than we had
expected. It involved Dennis'larynx, ton-
sils, soft palate, tongue and throat. They
had to get into his jaw to make sure they
had sotten all the cancer cells.

When they first told me all that had Alynn: WithGod'sextragraces, Iwasable
been done, I just cried. Dennis was in the to be there for Dennis and do my best to stay
hospital for two weeks, then I nursed him strong and look for positives. That gave Den-
at home. nis glimmers of hope. We've never quite ex-

He's had a lot of therapy to learn to perienced affecting each other that way before.
speak again. He's had to work very hard. Aftermuchofthiswasbehindus,wefound

Our family pulled together to take care out that Dennis' cancer had been diagnosed as
of Dennis. We've all learned a lot about Stase 4 cancer. The survival rate is about 57o.

Fortunately, we had a young, spirited doc-
tor who gave us hope. At one point, even he

$uff,aring ia a form of prayer voiced some doubts and I had only my inner
I v 

sffength and the prayers of our friends to keep

&latrimonyeAhaVaxina SUMMER'99



Dennis & Alynn Battaglia have served the
Encounter in various leadership positions over the
past 19 years. In January 1998, they Jinished their
three year tenn as National Secretariat Leader-
ship Jbr the United States, which they had served
with Fr Riclt O'Brien.

The Battaglias are members of the Monterey,
CA M.E. communitv. They have seven children,
three oJ'whom are scltool-oge.

Last year, they discovered that Dennis had
throat cancen After extensive surgery, therapies
and struggle, he is now cancer-free.

me gorng.

{}elrnis: This has been a time of receiving for us, and we
weren't used to it. I have a little altar of things that were impor-
tant to us as a visible sign of support. I put cards on the wall
sumounding the altar. I ran out of space and I started making
stacks of cards. Several of the stacks are over a foot deep.

Dennis handed us a letter from Maureen and Windsor
de Sousa from Mombia, India. They had read in Matrimony
about Dennis' illness and wrote, "Even thoush we have never
met you, we feel like we know you. We felt sad and wanted
you to know we cared." Dennis carries the letter in his wallet
and was obviously moved as he re-read it.

llsnnist We were blessed to have so much support. The
Bishop of Monterey came to visit before my surgery. So many
priests and couples have sat with us. Letters and phone calls
have cheered us up and have even made us laugh. We have felt
the power of prayers from around the world, from many people
that we don't even know.

Alynr.r; So much is behind us. Things are finally starting to
return to normal in our dialogue and in our decision making. We
are going to present the middle set talks at a Weekend at the end
of April.

Still, it is hard for us, especially for Dennis, to look at the
house and ask "How can the house be in this condition?" and
then realize that we have 8 months of catching up to do. He
expresses a lot of anger and frustration. At first, it was hard for
me not to take his anger personally.

Denuis; I feel grateful for my lif'e, my health, and my fam-
ily. That's a gift from God. I'm still me, even thoush I look so
different.

Alyn*: He still has his sense of humor and his beautiful
soul. Through each change, all I had to do was look at his eyes
to know he was still there.

ffi
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WWME News

Outreach Effort
Officially Ends

Since 1995, the Pacific Rim Secretariat has been working to
firmly establish an Encounter community in the Solomon lslands. In
the Summer'96 issue of Matrimony, we brought you the story of the
first Weekends there. From the Fiji Encounter, three team couples
and Fr. Mike McVeny formed a Pacific Outreach Team and spent 5
weeks in the Solomons inviting couples, priests and sisters to Week-
ends, which they then Presented.

The Outreach Team spent an additional 4 weeks establishing a
follow up program and M.E. community. Talemo & Louisa Tukida and
Fr. Mike returned in 1996 for presenting team trainings and facil i-
tated Weekends presented by Solomonese teams.

The Tukidas and Fr. Mike have continued with the support of
their Secretariat Leadership in New Zealand to build the Solomon
Encounter community. Last summer, the first Solomonese Leader-
ship team was selected during a 4-week team formation session
where their teams experienced an enrichment, worked on writ ing
talks and workshopping to produce the best quality talks for the new
Weekends.

Bishop Gerry Loft of Auki Diocese recently sent a letter men-
tioning the success of M.E. in the lslands. He had just attended the
1999 team enrichment with the Solomon team community in Janu-
ary. He also enclosed a personal note to Matrimony. "Be assured of
our love and prayers and that we are doing our little bit to change the
world."

Throughout this effort, f inancial support was provided by the
Pacific Rim Secretariat and their appeal to the WWME World Coun-
cil. Contributions from the U.S. Stewardship Fund were substantial.

At the World Council meeting in Aukland, New Zealand this past

January, the Solomon lslands Encounter presented the U.S' Secre-
tariat Team, Lee & Jan Kremer and Fr. Gerry Bolduc, OMI with a
beautiful plaque and dozens of thank-you notes for helping to estab-
lish the Encounter in their country. (Story in Spring '99 issue')

(L to R) John & Marie Maefaedidia and Bishop Gerry Loft,

Leadership kam for the Solomon Islands.

Newly selected leaders, Maria, John and Bishop Gerry Loft
(ctr), receive congratulations from the Pacific Outreach Team:
Fr. Mike McVerry (left), and Talemo & Louisa Tukida (rt).

Saturday June 28, 1998. Today, we, Thlemo & Lusia Tukida
and Fr. Mike McVerry, the Pacific Outreach Team to the Solomon
Islands formally hand over leadership of the Solomon Islands Mar-
riage Encounter Movement to its first newly selected leaders, Maria
& John Maefaedidia and Bishop Geny Loft.

Our hearls are full ofjoy and happiness, overwhelmed gratitude

and awe. There are brimming tears in our eyes as we stand before our
new Solomon Ecclesial Leaders ready to hug them with our love and
congratulations !

Our thoughts go back to the many couples and priests all over
the Pacific Countries whose "Hidden Love" reached out to the
Solomons, through their prayer letters and promised prayers, sacri-
fices and Masses from the first 9 weeks in 1995 to the present day.

From the start, the Solomon Islands couples and priests have
experienced continually the warmth and the oneness of the wider

Church community, the wider Marriage Encounter Family of the
Pacific and Oceania and the world. At this moment we remember you

with deep gratitude and love.
We remember with fondness our special friends Wani & Nia

Madigidbull, Pano & Reta Vunawa, the team couples from the Fiji
Encounter that made the Fiji outreach team. With them, we remenber

the Fiji M.E. community who gifted the first Weekend to the
Solomons.

Our special gratitude we express to our outgoing Pacific Rim
Leadership, David & Bron Lea and Fr. Paul Keridge who repre-

sented this new family member to the World Council and so to the
generous couples and priests of the U.S. M.E. Family whose hearts
reached across the Pacific to love their new Solomon Islands M.E.
Family and the newly established Oceania Maniage Encounter. We
cannot express in words the depth of our gratitude to each of you

beloved couples, priests and people of God.

Here today, we have 19 team couples and 2 team Bishops. 9
couples are from the Auki Diocese on the island of Malaita and 10

couples are from theArchdiocese of Honiara on Guadalcanal. Here

at The Nazareth Apostolic Center for training Catechists, the major-
ity of the couples stayed in small houses lit with kerosene hurricane
Iamps and usually still swam in the crocodile rivers, while the other
couples were billeted at nearby Holy Name Seminary.

Our day begins with breakfast of 4 biscuits per person and
tea, then into the classroom at 8am for prayer and sharing. Then the

3 blocks of teams go to their different classrooms for fbrmation

discussion. Formation is fol lowed by team writ ing and
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