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Editor's Notebook

The Power of Love

Dear Lovers 2000,

Welcome to the famous, highly touted
New Millennium! This is the year 20,000
couples and 200 priests are going to expe-
rience the Weekend! This is the year we
are pulling together as one worldwide fam-
ily to put the Weekend in front of pre-En-
countered couples and priests everywhere
they turn! We are calling all couples and
priests to be visible and noisy about the
Weekend - the future of families in your
own neighborhood may depend on you let-
ting those couples know about Marriage
Encounter.

Our theme for this issue is “Our love
is changing the world.” We have included
stories about the Weekend spreading all
over the world to keep you updated and in-
spired. The U.S. “Share the Dream” Stew-
ardship Fund report is evidence of how
we are reaching out to keep the Weekend
growing.

Our efforts really are affecting the
world. We encourage you to continue af-
fecting your part of the world by your vis-
ible couple love. Keep your dialogue strong

The African Secretariat has created
beautiful fabric that can be used for ME
tablecloths, clothing or priest’s stole. It
is 44" wide and costs $4 per yard, includ-
ing shipping. For orders of 10 yds or more,
the cost is $3/yd plus shipping. Visa and
MasterCard are accepted. To order,: con-
tact the National Office at 909-863-9963.

and your relationship your number one pri-
ority. Let your love show - you do make a
difference.

In response to several requests from the
recent Reader Survey, this issue contains
the first in a series of articles on parenting.

Also requested were more Weekend in-
viting ideas, so we have some suggestions
from areas that have tried hosting an ME
vendor booth at various public functions.

Take a look and e-mail your feedback
and suggestions. We pay attention to what
our readers say!

(. Cove,
%""Z%“Km

10 & 10: How do I feel when
you hold my hand in public?

3

Check the web s_ite for
dialogue ques-tlons,
sample pulletin an- .

nouncements, conta‘c
numbers and more:

www.wwme.org

On the cover: Letting their
love show are Malachy &
Geraldine O’Reilly, who with Fr.
Mick Court are the WWME Pucific
Secretariar Leadership Team from
Victoria, Australia. The Pacific
Secretariar includes Australia,
New Zealand and Oceania (Fiji,
Tonga and Solomon Islands).
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How |s God present (n our
Sexual Relationship? §

Gifts From Your Heart

Marriage Encounter
Supplies and Gift Items

Serving Worldwide Marriage Encounter since 1983

To receive our 2000 catalog,
send $2 along with your name,
address and phone number to:

Gifts From Your Heart
PMB 210
2900 Government Way
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815

Dear Ralph & Karen,

It is with gratitude that we thank the
organizers of the L.A. Convention “Jour-
ney Together to the Father” for making our
dream of attending our first international
WWME convention so special. The open
ceremony procession of country flags re-
ally touched us, as did all of the presenters.

We offer a very special thanks to our
dear ME friends Jim & Alta Backs who
drove us to the convention.

Thanks to our two host couples, Buck
& Annette and Jesus & Sophia for adding a
very special touch to our stay. Our con-
vention sharing circle friends touched us
with their love and concern for us and our
daughter Janie. We want to thank every-
one who offered up prayers for Janie from
the ME Internet prayer line as well as from
Dane & Anne MacCarthy’s request on Fri-
day night to pray for our daughter.

It is with thanksgiving and praise that
we report Janie is finally home after three
months in the hospital. Trying to get used
to being six months pregnant as a paraple-
gic and having 16-month-old Samuel curi-

ous about her wheels.

Kelly, her husband is trying to adjust
to all the changes and waking up every
two hours to turn Janie during the night.
We are asking our ME and Church family
to help us. Janie is positive and cheerful
and a blessing to us all.

The power of prayer kept her alive at
the scene of the accident and has sustained
all of us the past four months. We con-
tinue to pray that through prayer one day
Janie will walk again. Her doctor, after
receiving the x-rays said, “Janie, Some-
one up above was looking after you, be-
cause what the x-rays say and what I see
do not jive.”

It is a miracle that Janie is alive and
has her mind. God does answer prayers
and to celebrate the many miracles that
have taken place in her life, her extended
family and friends are sharing a meal to-
gether on Thanksgiving weekend.

We’ve enjoyed Matrimony the past 20
years. Keep up this joyful ministry! Take
care of your love and forever enjoy the
gift of each other.

Roy & Eileen Hoven
Spruce View, Alberta
Canada

&

Dear Ralph & Karen,

We have in our hearts a nice memory
of the Convention days.

We keep our Convention souvenirs
with your address, so we decided to write
some lines to send you our best wishes and
a photo of the castle in our town. As you
can see, we are also sending you our pho-
tos so you can remember us.

Still we speak and think very often
about our agreeable trip and about all the
nice people we met. Every thing was fan-
tastic: the places we saw, the cities and the
nature. But what we have more in our hearts
are the very nice people we knew.

God willing, our dream is to come back
to USA for the next Convention in Atlanta
(2001). How nice it should be to meet all
together again.

We live in Northern Italy, 600 km from
Rome, and our house is always open for
the nice couples in Marriage Encounter.

Please give our love to all the people
we met in Los Angeles! God bless you!

Maria Teresa &
Nino Gregorio
Fossano Cuneo Italia

. Lamberto
Genola Cuneo Italia

(&

We are always happy to hear
from our readers. Send letters to
Ralph & Karen Lewis, Editors, PO
Box 1385, Pollock Pines, CA 93726.

Fax:(530)644-2065

e-mail: wmeditor@ innercite.com
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Interfaith Collaboration

wmeditor @innercite.com
Dear Friends and Lovers,

As a “renewing” community, during the last three
years the Presbyterians have been holding one or two
ME Weekends a year here in Spokane at the Immacu-
late Heart Retreat Center.

This year on our May (1999) Weekend, we cel-
ebrated as we were joined by two special couples.
One was the first local Presbyterian lay team that we
have had in many years. Jack & Paula Cosby went
on their Weekend in November ‘98, their Deeper in
February and then presented for the first time at the
May Weekend. We are thrilled as we experience their
excitement and talents and know our community is
developing some wonderful leadership.

We also have had a feeling of excitement as our
Weekend support community has developed and de-
voted their energies so well. Now with the help of
Jack and Paula, we are starting our first Love Circles
(sharing groups) this summer. All this would not be
possible if it had not been for the love of all of you,
our brothers and sisters in WWME.

Our Presbyterian WWME Movement was started
in 1976 by a clergy couple who attended a Catholic
Weekend in Portland, OR. We started our own jour-
ney in 1976 also on a Catholic Weekend in Southern
California.

But our May Weekend was like a capstone to
what had gone before because that leads us to our
second special couple. Because we do not have a
full complement of local Presbyterian presenting
teams, and because of new Interfaith guidelines, we
were able to ask Tom & Kathy Dauer (from the Catho-
lic ME community) to be our Set II presenters. What
a gift. They graciously said Yes and our couples were
touched by their sharings.

Our excitement for the Weekend was like sitting
down to a large family Thanksgiving dinner. Our
plates were filled with God’s nourishment for our re-
lationships.

Not only did Tom & Kathy say Yes, many couples
from the Catholic Marriage Encounter community
came to be prayer couples, and we are so grateful for
that. It was so good to see the reception filled with
the lovers from both communities. So our PME ex-
pression sends thanks to you for who you are and for
what the Movement has always shared - the love of
Jesus. We look forward to a new energy in our Inter-
faith work together.

God bless from us and our PME community,

Walt & Marlene Estelle

Spokane Presbyterian ME Leadership

WWME Presbyterian National Board Members
Spokane, WA
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WWME presenting team for a Spokane Presbyterian Week-
end: (L to R) Tom & Kathy (seated) Dauer; Martha & Mike
Bodlovick of San Pedro, CA; Walt & Marlene Estelle; Jack &
Paula (seated) Cosby of Spokane, WA.

Dear Lovers,

We helped present a Weekend in our local area May 21-23, 1999.
That in itself is a great experience, but it happens all of the time, all
around the country and the world. What was special and unique about
that Weekend was the company we shared with in presenting: Walt &
Marlene, Jack & Paula, and Mike & Martha Bodlovich from San Pedro,
CA. You see, we were a “loaner” couple from the Catholic Encounter to
help our local Presbyterian Encounter.

The Weekend experience was just like “our” Weekends: powerful,
life-changing for the couples, and prayer-filled. We presented the second
set talks and much to everyone’s pleasure there were no difficulties, since
the Presbyterians have been 100% faithful to the outline. The only changes
involved taking out a few of the sharings that the clergy couple, rather
than the lay couple presents.

The couples we presented with were all so full of life and love for our
Marriage Encounter ministry. There is such a sense of mission for all of
these couples, realizing the struggle and extra work involved when there
is a very small support community and all of the tasks associated with a
Weekend must be done by the few couples who are involved. But nothing
was ever a big problem because all couples, those supporting the Week-
end and those making the Weekend, wanted this so intensely.

We could feel a profound sense of spirituality present during the
Weekend, a spirituality that was present because so many people were
praying for the success of what we were doing.

We felt richly blessed to have this opportunity. As so often happens,
we got much more out of this than we put into it. We were excited to be
experiencing the sense of mission the early ME communities must of felt
as we helped our brothers and sisters of other faith denominations carry
on the dream of ME to bring the Weekend to ALL married couples.

We also felt loved and appreciated for who we are as representatives
of the Catholic Worldwide Marriage Encounter. God is great in all of us.

We love all of you,
Tom & Kathy Dauer
Spokane, WA

&



U.S. Secretariat

Outreach Stewardship Fund Update
by Bob & Huli Tabone

The Outreach Stewardship Fund was created in
1995 as a resource to- support the Mission and Vi-
sion of our Movement.

Purpose

Its purpose is to make funds available for areas where
Weekend donations do not meet ongoing financial needs
of the local Encounter, and to provide resources to bring
the Weekend to new areas.

Source of Funds

The Fund accumulates outreach donations and man-
ages those moneys through sound investment practices.
Created from an investment account controlled by the
National Office, the Fund has grown through donations,
transfers from local ME area and section accounts, and
International Convention proceeds.

Financial Management

The Fund is managed by the Finance Committee of
the U.S. Secretariat through an Asset Manager appointed
by the National Leadership Team and approved by the
U.S. Secretariat Board. The Stewardship Asset Manager
is made the Trustee of the Stewardship Fund Account
currently held by Nylife Securities Inc., Parsippany, NJ.
Grant requests are made through the U.S. Secretariat Fi-
nance Committee and are approved by the U.S. Secre-
tariat Board.

The Fund assets are invested in a diversified portfo-
lio of stock and bond mutual funds with all interest and
dividends reinvested into the portfolio.

Results

The Fund has provided resources for WWME out-
reach efforts throughout the world. The first grant re-
quests funded by the Board totaled $39,000 in 1998.

Accountability

The National Leadership Team reports regularly to
the Board on the progress of outreach efforts supported
by the Stewardship Fund, keeping the recipients of grants
accountable to the U.S. Board. Articles in Matrimony
Magazine also provide feedback to those who have gen-
erously given to Share the Dream. The Asset Manager
of the Fund makes a quarterly report to the U.S. Secre-
tariat Board on the activity and status of the Fund.

Bob & Huli Tabone of Rockport, TX are currently
serving as Fund Asset Managers, as well as Section 10
Leadership.

Available Funds

In April of 1999 a method for establishing the bud-
get for funding grant requests was approved. The bud-
get was established for 1999 by adding the total of all
donations and transfers to the Fund in 1998 plus 8% of
the value of the Fund on December 31, 1998. This method
of establishing the budget insures that money given to
Share The Dream is made available and actually used to
further WWME throughout the world.

w
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Bob & Huli Tabone of Rockport, TX are currently serving as
the Stewardship Fund Asset Managers, as well as Section 10 Lead-
ership along with Fr. Joe Rasky, S.M. of San Antonio.

“Share the Dream” Outreach Fund

1998  Grants $39.000
10/99 Balance $315.944
1999  Donations $21,375
1999  Budget $41,862

1999 Approved Grant Requests

$11,667 Pacific Secretariat. To support the outreach efforts for
the Hokianga region of Northern New Zealand, and to con-
tinue support for Weekends in Fiji, Tonga and the Solomon
Islands. Funds will be used for team training and Weekend
expenses.

$9,195 Pan-African Secretariat. To provide support for Kenya,
Zambia and South Africa in implementing the new Weekend
Outline in outlying areas in various languages. Funds will be
used for team training and Weekend expenses.

$7,500 Pan-African Secretariat. This is the 2™ year of a 3-year
commitment made by the U.S. Secretariat to support WWME
in Africa. Finances are used for piloting the new outline, travel
expenses for World Council meetings and WWME expansion
into Uganda, Namibia, Nigeria, Togo and Congo DR. (Please see
the article on Pan-Africa ME in this issue.)

$5,000 U.S. Section 13 Snake River Encounter (Northwestern
U.S.) re-establishing the Weekend in a rural area where it has
been absent for over 10 years.

$4,500 U.S. Section 5 establishing the Spanish-language Week-
end in Atlanta, GA. The ME community sponsored a 24-couple
Spanish Weekend in July, 1999 and is working with Section 16
to rebuild the Hispanic ME community in Atlanta.

$3,000 Norwegian Lutheran WWME. Outreach to establish the
Weekend in Denmark and Germany.

$1,000 U.S. Section 2 establishing an ME community in
Watertown, NY.
Matrimony Magazine
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WWME News

Columbus hosts Spanish
Language Weekend

For the past 10 years, Jim & Mary Stur-
geon and their Encounter community have
been sending bulletin announcements prior
to each Marriage Encounter Weekend to all
120 parishes in the Diocese of Columbus,
Ohio. Over the years, they figure there has
been at least one couple from every parish
to attend a Weekend, except for the Span-
ish parish of Santa Cruz.

This past Spring, a new pastor was ap-
pointed to Santa Cruz and the Sturgeons,
as Executive team, got the idea that this
might be an opportune time to reach out to
the Spanish community with a Spanish lan-
guage Weekend in Columbus.

Pulpit talk coordinators Chris and Beth
Deibel agreed to make contact with Santa
Cruz parish. Meanwhile, the new pastor,
Padre Perez was speaking at Santa Cruz
asking for Marriage Encounter to come to
the parish. Within a few weeks, a Santa Cruz
parishioner happened to find the Deibel’s
e-mail address on the ME web site and sent
a message inquiring about Marriage En-
counter. Through these contacts the inten-
tions of Padre Perez and the Sturgeons came
to work together.

With this encouragement, the Stur-
geons took a leap of faith and secured a

Padre Perez, pastor of Santa
Cruz Parish in Columbus, OH,
asked to have Marriage Encoun-
ter brought to his parishioners.

WINTER ‘99
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motel for a
Spanish Week-
end in October.
The Columbus
ME community
arranged pulpit
talks to invite
couples to the
Weekend, flyers
in Spanish were
created, recruit-
ing materials in
Spanish were
acquired, and

Alex Ortiz, C.SS.R. (PA).

Presenting Team (Lto R): Fredy & Miriam Orantes (MD ), Rafael
& Monica Francisco (NY), Fabio & Anna Perez (MD) and Padre

the spark was
starting to catch fire.

Two couples from Santa Cruz Parish
attended the July Weekend in English, an-
other couple attended the September Week-
end and these three now had a burning de-
sire to bring others from their parish to the
Weekend. These couples were exactly what
was needed to attract Spanish-speaking
couples.

The Sturgeons spoke to Fr. Alex Ortiz
at the L.A. convention in August asking if
it was feasible to host a Spanish language
Weekend in Columbus. Fr. Alex fanned the
flames and said that if the couples were
there, he would be there. Lomberto and
Beatrice Diaz, Section 16 leadership ea-
gerly made the arrangements for Spanish-
speaking presenting couples to travel to Co-
lambus.

The prayers and hard work of the three
Spanish-speaking Encountered couples
generated the Weekend registrations: 15
couples, three seminarians and one priest.
Rafael and Monica Francisco from New
York, Fabio and Anna Perez and Fredy and
Miriam Orantes from Maryland, and Fr.
Alex Ortiz from Philadelphia all flew to
Ohio to present the Weekend.

In addition to being the first Spanish
Weekend in Columbus, it was eventful in
other ways. During Friday night of the
Weekend, a car came crashing into a
couple’s room while they were sleeping,
and a power failure on Saturday left the pre-
senting teams using flashlights to read their
talks. “Despite these distractions, the
couples, seminarians and priest experienced

all the love, power, and sense of a new be-
ginning that the Weekend brings.”

The Weekend is over, but the journey
continues.

Many of the couples and Padre Perez
attended the Weekend Reunion that was

A new Spanish-
speaking Dialogue
Support Group
started in November
and plans to meet
every two weeks.

lead by the three couples who were Encoun-
tered earlier in the year. A new Spanish-
speaking Dialogue Support Group met in
November and has scheduled meetings for
every two weeks.

The next Spanish Weekend in Colum-
bus is being planned for the Spring.

@

Jim & Mary Sturgeon are married 21
years and made their first Marriage En-
counter Weekend 20 years ago. They at-
tended a second Weekend in 1989, at which
time they became a presenting team and are
now serving along with Fr. Pete Gideon as
Executive Team of Columbus. The Stur-
geons live in Portsmouth, Ohio.




Our Hispanic Community/Nuestra Comunidad Hispana

1Nuestro amor esta cambiando el mundo!

te el Fin De Semana

Somos Gustavo y Esperanza Navarro, tenemos, por la gracia de Dios,
19 afios de casados y hace 8 afios que hicimos el FDS. Vivimos ese Fin
de Semana el enero de 1992. Desde alli comezamos un nuevo estilo de
vida, gracias al didlogo. Gozando de la renovacién de nuestro sacramento
del matrimonio y de nuestra relacién de pareja, empezamos
{nmediatamente a sofar que habia que llevar el regalo del FDS a otros
matrimonios sin importar las distancias u obstaculos. Primero, habia que
conocerse la estructura del EMM.

A los 6 afios de estar involucrados en el movimiento compartiendo
diferentes apostolados, nos eligieron para servir como Pareja Coordinadora
de Oregon. Nosotros ya habfamos oido al Padre Carlos Fortier expresar
su suefio de Hevar el FDS al norte del estado de Oregon. Ese era nuestro
suefio también. Al lanzarnos a ver realizado ese suefio, tropezamos muchas
veces, sufrimos desilusiones y nos encontramos con sacerdotes que no
nos permitan dirigir la palabra a los feligreses para dar informacion
acerca del Encuentro. Parece que €so nos retd a seguir con mas ganas en
el esfuerzo de Hevar el regalo del FDS al norte de Oregon.

Debemos mencionar gue. en nuestra locura de realizar ese sueno,
nuestros viajes por diferentes pueblitos que rodean a Portland nos costaban
mucho. Habia que perder trabajo, pasar hambres, perder suefio y hacer
gastos de gasolina, habitacion. alimento, etc. Muchas veces no dormiamos
suficientes horas ni habfa tiempo de desayunar para poder llegar a las
iglesias a la hora indicada. Habia que salir con mucho tiempo al dirigirnos
a parroquias desconocidas para darnos liempo en caso que nos
perdiéramos, (y €50 nos pasé varias veces).

Nuestro primer intento fue lievar el encuentro del FDS a Woodburn,
Oregon, donde la poblacién es 95% hispana. Desgraciadamente, el parroco
de la Iglesia San Lucas no estuvo abierto a recibirnos, a pesar de que
fuimos dos veces a presentarle la oportunidad de ayudar a los matrimonios
con el movimiento del Encuentro. Esto no logrd desalentarnos en nuestro
propésito, y nos fuimos atin miés al norte a Cornelius, Oregon. En la
parroguia de San Alejandro, el Padre Jaime Rojas nos recibié con los
brazos abiertos. All{ reclutamos una pareja y ellos nos reunieron 5 parejas
més.

En nuestro caminar, nos encontramos con el Padre José Luis
Contreras, quien se entregé con nosotros a llevar el FDS al norte de Or-
egon. El primer FDS se llevo a cabo en Tualatin, Oregon, en la region de

8

Portland. La direccién estuvo a cargo de los siguientes servidores:
Gustavo y Esperanza Navarro, Portland, OR, Adén y Alicia Flores, San
Gabriel, CA, Juan y San Juana Reyes, San Fernando,CA.

Para nosotros fue un gran éxito poder Hevar el FDS a 10 parejas.
Estdbamos seguros que esto se logré con la ayuda espiritual que desde el
cielo nos brind6 el Padre Carlos Fortier.

El siguiente FDS se llevé a cabo con 12 parejas en Tualatin,
compartido por el Padre John McCloskey de Seatile, WA, y las sigujentes
parejas: Angel y Margariia Veldsquez, Portland, OR, Salvador y Marta
Barba, San Gabriel, CA, Juan Carlos y Marta Camacho, San Pedro, CA.

Estamos muy agradecidos de la comumidad Anglosajona del
Encuentro por su gran apoyo. Gracias en especial a Steve y Cindy
Brockner, Russ y Carolyn Carpia y Joe y Karen Medrich. Como nosotros
no conociamos a nadie en esa parroquia, ellos nos consiguieron parcjas
de oracién, nos trajeron comida, nos dieron el recibimiento, en fin, nos
brindaron muchisimo apoyo.

Hay planes para otro FDS en Portland en febrero y otro en Pasco,
WA en marzo. Gracias a Dios, ya hemos establecido la siguiente estructura
del EM en Oregon: Area principal siendo en Portland, con zonas en
Medford, Salem y Madras.

(&

:E1 Norte de Oregon tiene FDS en espaifiol!

Gustavo y Esperanza Navarro de Eagle Point, OR.
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Our Hispanic Community/Nuestra Comunidad Hispana

Our love is changing the world!

We are Gustavo and Esperanza Navarro, by the grace of God,
we have been married 19 years and it has been 8 years since we
made our first Marriage Encounter Weekend. Since that time, we
have begun a new way of life, thanks to our dialogue. Rejoicing in
the renovation of our Sacrament of Matrimony and our relation-
ship, we began immediately to dream that we had to take the gift
of the Encounter Weekend to other marriages, despite distances
and obstacles. First, we had to learn and understand the structure
of Marriage Encounter.

After six years of being involved in Marriage Encounter, shar-
ing different duties and responsibilities, we were selected to serve
as Coordinators in Oregon. We had already heard Father Carlos
Fortier express his dream of taking the Weekend to Northern Or-
egon. That was also our dream. As we embarked to see that dream
become a reality, we stumbled many times, we suffered disillu-
sionment and we encountered priests who would not allow us to
address their congregation to give information about Marriage
Encounter. It seems that this only challenged us to continue to
work harder.

We must mention that in our madness to realize this dream,
our trips to small towns surrounding Portland, were very difficult
for us. We had to miss work, skip meals, lose sleep and incur
expenses for gasoline, motels, meals, etc. Many times we did not
sleep enough hours, nor did we have time for breakfast, so as to
get to the church on time. We had to start out early enough in
order to find the churches we had never been to, in case we would
get lost (and that happened several times.)

Our first endeavor was to take the Weekend to Woodburn,
Oregon, where the population is 95% Hispanic. Unfortunately,
the Pastor of St. Luke’s Church was not open to receive us, in
spite of the fact that we went twice to offer him the opportunity to
help married couples with the Marriage Encounter Movement.
This did not discourage us, and we went further north to Cornelius,
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Because of the dream of

Gustavo and Esperanza
Navarro, the Weekend
has been given for the
first time in Spanish in

Northern Oregon.

Already two Weekends
were held in 1999, and

two more are planned for
Spring 2000.

OR. In the parish of St. Alexander, Father Jaime Rojas welcomed
us with open arms. There, we recruited one couple and they brought
five more couples.

In our travels, we met Father Jose Luis Contreras, who joined
us wholeheartedly to take Marriage Encounter to the north of Or-
egon. The first Weekend took place in Tualatin in the Portland
area, with presenting couples Gustavo and Esperanza Navatro,
Portland, OR, Adan and Alicia Flores, San Gabriel CA, and Juan
and San Juana Reyes, San Fernando, CA.

For us, it was a great success to be able to present the Week-
end to 10 couples. We were sure that this was made possible with
the spiritual help that Father Fortier gave us from heaven.

The next Weekend took place in Tualatin, shared by Fr. John
McCloskey of Seattle, WA, Angel and Margarita Velasquez,
Portland,OR, Salvador and Marta Barba, San Gabriel, CA, and
Juan Carlos and Marta Camacho, San Pedro, CA.

We are very grateful to the English speaking community of
ME for their great support. We give special thanks to Steve and
Cindy Brockner, Russ and Carolyn Carpia and Joe and Karen
Medrich. Since we did not know anyone in that parish, they called
the prayer couples for us. They brought us food, gave a reception,
took couples to the rooms on Friday night and gave us tremendous
support.

There are plans for another Weekend in Portland in February
and another in Pasco, WA, in March. We are thankful to have
established a structure for Marriage Encounter in Portland with
zones in Medford, Salem and Madras.

&



by Patrice, Erin, Jaquie,
Peter & Sheila Oprysko

Oatrice

Marriage Encounter has always been
a very big part of my life. It became a big-
ger part of my life in December of ‘98. My
parents told me they had the opportunity
to go to Okinawa to bring ME there. My
reaction was “Where in the world is
Okinawa?” They said that was their reac-
tion too!

I am Peter and Sheila Oprysko’s eldest
daughter, Patrice. T am 16 years old, and
have two sisters Erin, 14 and Jacquie, 8.
My father likes to tell people “blessed is
he among women,” and he is. We live in
Oakland, NJ.

Ok back to the story. Let’s go back to
the beginning. John & Rosemary
Kleinfelder told my parents they would be
a great couple to bring ME to Okinawa.
My parents were like umm...where is
Okinawa? The Kleinfelders replied “in Ja-
pan.”” My parents laughed, but said they
would think about it. They got off the
phone and were quiet and very shocked.
They decided that would pray, dialogue,
and see what came about.

In the following days they heard about
Okinawa tons of times, and for a place that
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In 1998, along with the rest of the country, Section 12, which consists of
Northern California, Reno, NV, Hawaii, Guam, Okinawa and Saipan, organized present-
ing team training as part of the implementation of the new Weekend outline.

Presenting team training is done by the Deeper Weekend Teams, also called Cadre
Teams because they are a treasure of knowledge in the Encounter. Cadre Teams are
couples and priests who have been leaders in Marriage Encounter for many years and
are involved in frequent meetings with ME leadership and many hours of ongoing discus-
sion on gualities and practicalities of living God’s plan as a Sacramental couple.

This is one of the ways the Encounter is constantly working fto maintain and improve
the quality of the Weekend - by testing and re-testing the concepts and finding ways of
encouraging the presenting teams throughout the country to live the Weekend concepts in
their daily lives.

It took a little longer to arrange the training for Guam, Okinawa and Saipan pre-
senters. John and Rosemary Kleinfelder are the Presenting Team Pillar coordinators for
the U.S. Secretariat. It was their responsibility to schedule the Cadre Teams to give the
training presentations throughout the country. Last December; they asked a Cadre Team,

Peter and Sheila Oprysko to consider flying to Okinawa.

Peter and Sheila share their experience, as reported by their three children.

they had never heard of it was kinda weird.
My parents asked lots of people for advice
and they got always got the same response:
“You know you’re going, right?” My par-
ents said, “Well, we don’t know yet,” but I
said, “You know! You’re going!” That is
probably what they didn’t want to hear!

Oh, I forgot the most important detail,
they would be gone during my sister Erin’s
14th birthday. That is a big thing because
in our family birthdays are very important.
We treat you like a queen or king.

My parents found out they would be
going through California to get to Okinawa.
So they came up with the great idea to leave
my sisters and me in California. The first
people they thought of were Tom & Mary
Beth Spring, good friends of the family. We
called them up right then and asked - hy-
pothetically - how would they like to have
three wonderful girls stay with them? They
said - hypothetically - that would be ok.

That was all my parents needed to
know. They thought some more and got
more information from the Kleinfelders.
They discovered that the priest for the trip
was going to be Fr. Richard Morse. My
parents started to talk to him and got to

know him.

The hard part was telling my sisters
about the trip. One day over lunch my par-
ents told them. At first Erin was excited
and Jacquie was upset. Then my parents
told my sisters the dates: February 15" -
234, Erin’s mouth dropped open and said
they would miss her birthday. My parents
said, “Yes we know that, but that means
that we will have to celebrate it twice!” Her
face lit up so fast! She was very happy.
But Jacquie was still complaining that she
didn’t know anybody. Erin and I were born
there and knew people, but she never lived
there so she wouldn’t have any fun!

Erin

My name is Erin Oprysko. I am the
middle one of 3 wonderful angels. I am 14
years old, and am in 8th grade.

Sometimes when my parents talk about
Marriage Encounter I have no clue about
it. Patrice knows more than [ do. One day
my father said, “Kids, your mother and I
are going to Okinawa. We were asked to
present Weekends for the couples in
Okinawa, Saipan and Guam.”
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When my parents told us the dates, I was shocked. I told my
parents they would be gone on my birthday. I was disappointed
and yet I wanted to go to California.

Jaquie

It all began when my parents told me they were going to
Okinawa and then Erin asked where we would stay. My parents
said we would stay in California with friends, the Springs.

Everyone was happy except me. [ didn’t want to go because
1 didn’t know anybody. Then my parents told me how many people
I knew there, and stories of their good times with the Springs, so 1
said, “OK, I'll go.” T should introduce myself. I am Jacqueline
Oprysko. Everyone calls me Jacquie O. I am the youngest.

Catrice

The next month was hectic. A week before we were sup-
posed to go, my father got sick! I am not talking a little cold. I am
talking sick like it hurts to keep your eyes open! He went to the
doctor for the first time in about 16 years. We got worried.

Then Erin got the flu! Nothing was right. My parents were
about to say they weren’t going. But with lots of prayers, my
father and sister got better. It was a miracle we ended up going.

We went to pick up Fr. Dick at the airport the day before so
that we could all take the same flight to California. My father
asked me to go with him, and on the way I realized that we had
never met Fr. Dick. My father said that we would be able to pick
him out because he looked like Friar Tuck from Robin Hood. My
father was right. He does look like Friar Tuck. We talked to him
on the way home and let me tell you, he is such a great guy!

gn’n

The day before we left, our parents gave us each a pin, a
beanie baby, and a stamp that lights up. Patrice got a frog, Jacquie
got a bear, and I got a frog that sings. They are very special to us.

My parents were leaving with Fr. Dick. At first I thought I he
was a priest that was very serious, but also info lighthouses like
my parents. Well, I was right about one thing, he loves light-
houses, but he is not as serious as I thought. AND he has a dog (I
love animals).

(Patrice

The next day we went to California. When we got there, we
visited with the Springs. The next morning was very emotional,
with my parents leaving. I think we made it a little hard for them.
They left and my sisters and I had a party! I thank everyone who
helped us and took care of us! We had the best time! (Even
Jacquie.)

Jaquie

When it was time for my parents to leave, I didn’t want them
to. I was feeling very sad. But I felt more comfortable after
awhile. It was fun staying with Springs who made us part of their
family.

I felt happy with the Springs. I had to share a room with my
sisters. I’'m thankful we don’t do that all the time. When Mom
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(from the top) Patrice, Erin & Jaquie O.

Oprysko Angels:

and Dad were gone, I missed them but I still had fun. We prayed
for my parents, Fr. Dick and all the couples every night.

grr‘n

The trip was great! We went to “Hercules on Ice,” to an
aquarium, and the Tech Museum. We had so much fun.

OPatrice

Everything was going great until Erin’s birthday. My parents
called to wish her a happy birthday and she started to cry. Then
they talked to Jacquie and she started to cry. Then they talked to
me I swore that I would not cry but that didn’t work! I started to
cry and my poor parents must have wondered “Why did we even
call?” It was a very emotional half hour.

Erin

When our parents called, all three of us burst into tears. So
much that we had to help take the water outside of the house. The
dog was swimming. We never cried so much. My parents thought
that they should not have called.

Jaquie
We were all sitting down for dinner when the phone rang and
Erin said she would get it. It was Mom and Dad and we all started

to cry - missing our parents for 10 days. After that, we stopped
crying and carried on celebrating Erin’s Birthday.

-continued
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